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Mayrch €, 1944
Dear Mr. Smithi
Many thanks for sending us the details of Capt.
Jarman Bottcher's citation for the Distinguish-
ed Service Crogs. Sorry we received the in-
formation too late to make use of 1it.

Yevertheless, we were interested and very
mich aporeciate your writing to us.

Coyfitally your

t Xing
Editor

Mr. Hareld Smith
Abraham Lincoln Brigade
100 Pifth Avenue

Room 1112

New York Qity
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ITe AVALD 02 GAF=LLAY CLISTT,

By dlrection of the Presidont, in addition to ive Distinruinhed
sevvlce Cross ewarded {o Captaln Useumn J, PP Dot tohei, st Infantey,
by the Cormamierwin-Chiefl, Scuthwesti Pacific Araey, as published on
Paze 1, Ceneral Ordors Twber 64, 10 » Coencrnl leadquarts &, Southe
warh Pooifle Arop, n brongo Oaeleal “luster s ewardod to him by
the CGomandlyy Ceneral, Unitod Staleos Amy Porson in bhe Faop East,
under the proviglonn of He Act of Congvens approved O July 1918

Pulletln Ho. 435, ¥, U, 1918}, Tho citavlon Ls as followas

Caplaly IBRIAT T, I, im0y By (0020451) 2 Infarbrr, tnited
States Aromy, T extraordinary hewols in sctlon nonr wane, lew
Gudnen, on @ Decanber 184, Althouh wounded tho previcie dey,
Capbala Lotbchor volunbeered o lead n detachment of Infantry in
an atéack on an eneny slvonpeint in terrein with whilch he W s
fo-1licn, Yo carafully prepared tiue voun for ths abiadk, and Liwn
sncouraced thee by bls own exanple to edvanco willaln Swenly yerds
of the ety wyplacaionby, (hnen the patrol wus 2eld up by small
ey firve in this advancod posilion, e stood up withouf repard
Tor hls own safoly and drew the eneny fire so hat the patrol
could move to anolln arch, ITe wos appln wourdled durdiy, thiis aciion.
Captoin bottchorts mistendin, courais end leadsrohip were an inse
pireiion to the men wler Lls cormand,
lloms Addresst s, Allce loticher (aunt) 240 lgnsell 54,

Lanm Travelsed, Cel. : '

2 E L 2 2 3 % 2 2 % 1 5 ir
By comuand of Cemsrod Moe ALY o¥is
He Ko SR u1ar

Hajor Genoral, United States Army
Chlsf of Stary

ORI TRY, e

L 8. O5THATTIM
Brigadier Gew ral, U. 8, hmy
Adjubant Censyal



Jonuary 24, 1944

Hor Depar nent
Yashinston, D. G,

GGenb lonpr fwe

We are infommed that Cept. Hermen Bottcher,
who is o menmbor of our organizatlon, has been tho row
ciplent of a pecond Distinguished Service Croan.

would il be possible for you to furnish us
with a copy of ithe official citation?

MTanking you In advance, we are,

Yours very truly

HAHOLD SMITH
A EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



dJanuary 24, 1944

Pl Newapaper
67 Sixth Ave,
Broouklyn, H.Y.
Att:  lir, Mshon, reporter
Centleommony—=- |

¥e belleve you will be Interesated to learn

that Capt Hermen Bottcher, & member our organlzation
N |

and an outstanding hero of this war) 8 bsen the ro-
ciplent of a second Diatinguiahed Servica crosa and
Pur,_)lﬁ BB&I’tS, B E r e I OR

/Aa A e pts et Mu.u rs

JACK BJOZE
Executive Secretary

%Moﬁm
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Avgust 10, 1944

HaJor General J, A, Ulio

The Adjutant General's Office
War Depariment ‘
Washiuzton, D. C,

Doar Sirte-

: Wo havo recelved word that Captain Herman
Dottelor, AS $#0.808451 has bsen wounded in & recent
actlion, and possibly died of these wourds,

Ve would llke confirmation of this i*epqrt
from your office,

Thank you in advance for your co-operatlon.

Sin erely

Harold Smith
S/A - Lxecut ive Seoretary




RBES/ram

WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
N REPLY REFER TiH

AGPC-G £01 Bottcher, Hermann J,F WASHINGTON 25, D. .
{10 Aug 44) 0-888,451

18 sugust 1944
. Vetérans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigede,

100 Fifth aAvenue, Room 1112,
Now York, New York.

Gentlemen : '
This is tc acknowledge your latter of 10 August in which
you requasfed informtion concerning Captain Hermenn J, ¥. Bottchsr.
Casualty reports received in the War Department do not
contain the name of Captaln Bottcher since the repbrt that he was
releoased from the hospital for wounds received in action on 20 De-
camber 1542, in Hew Guinea.

Very truly yours,

J. A. ULIO
Jor General,

The’ Ad Jutant General.






NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE,

WEDNESDAY,

JANUARY

17,

CﬂPt BOttChBI’, Giir's 330 Division In the. battis|
down the Ormoc corridor of Leyie | :

Hero of Buna,

Killed on Leyte

.German Born “Ounc Man
Army’ Was Naturalized
by an Act of Congress
ALLIED - HEADQUARTERS,

Leyte, Philippines, Jan, 18 (UP).—
. Captain -Herman Bolteher, thirty-

five-year-old Germin-born “fight-|

ing foo* from San Francisca, who
passed more time behind the Jap-
anese lines than behind hiz own.
was kiiled on Leyle shortly befove
dawn on Dee, 31 by a burst of
mortar flre, headquarters of the
324 Division, with which he aerved
announced todey.

.Boticher fought with the Abra-
ham Lincoeln Brigade in the Span-
{sh civll war and enlisted in the
United States Army &3 & private

" . & month after Pearl Harbor.

He was known as “the ene-man
army of Buna." In December,
~ 1942, he assumed command of an

Infantry company in which he was
A sergeant, and spiit the Japaness
lines by reaching the New Guinea
coast between the Village of Buna

* and Buna Misslon. -

For that exploil he was awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross
and A hattlefield commission. It
was necessary for Conhgress to

make hlm an American citlzen by
& special act before he could be-
come an officer.

Before he was commlssioncd
Bottcher often sald: *If they'd
only give me actual command of
an outfli I'd gel something done.”
In the Iollowing two years he made

' good on’ his promise, and becamel

A legend among soldiers of the
southwest Pacific.
Bottcher served &3 the eyes and

‘ears pf Major General! Wiliam H.

He was killed while In his favorlte
place—behind the enemy lines. =
Before dawn of Dec, 31 Bottcher

and hls reconnalssance company| .
were fighting off an estimated 340 ;-

1945 L0

heavily armed Japanese. A burah| st

of mortar fire ghattered hls arm| +7. 7.
and leg and he dled & !ew hours [,

Inter.

He has been recommended }!ﬁ:
D. 5 C. had an Oak Leaf Cluster| © =

" posthumous Bilver Star. .

He -also had been awarded the
Purple Heart with Two Clusters. -

.During the Leyle campalgn he

snd his men set back the . entire

Japaness defense by destroying
bridges. Frequently Bottcher's pa-].""

trols would remava entire bridges
piece by pliece and hide them in

the jungles for future usc by the;..;

advancing Americans.

He personally captured & Japa-| L
nese captain, the highest ranking|

prisoner taken on 'leyte. He and|,

his men always lived off the coun-

try. taking only salt, sugar and tea "
from supply depots. “He was t.he L

fdaol of his men. ,

“Peapla - may t.hink Im cramr :"
but it's sciually fun working out

there with him.” one said recently.
*1t'z 1ike playlng cops and robbers,
I never feel safer out in the jungle
than when I'm with Captain
Hottcher” - *

The story Bottch:rs men Ilke
best- to tell of him concerned a

cersmony tn Australis efter the| .. - ©

Buna campalgn where has was to

receive his D, 8, C. He falled ta|. :
Fellow officers - found] " .-
him trn.lnlng his reconnnMsnce e

show  up,

roops.

When Mry. Franklin D, Roose-| -

velt was touring Australia {n Sep-
tember, 1943, she sald she wanted
especially to meet Boticher, She
ran acress him at the ice cream
gounter of ‘ths American - Red
Cross  Club, In ' Bydney. : They
talked for some time and the

President's wife said it was one .

of the highlights of her trip.

T Jolnt.

KW YORI,

Pl

mu-nac:at REFUG
4 182 LEXINGTON AVENUE, ' o SOUKITTES
| NIV YORK, 16,8
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HERALD TRIBUNE,

WEDNESDAY,

JANUARY

17, 1845

Capt. Boticher,
Hero of Buna,

Killed on Leyte

German Born ‘One Man
Army’ Was Naturalized
by an Act of Congress
ALLIED HEADQUARTERE,

Leyte. Philippines, Jan. 18 (UP) —
Captain Herman Bolicher, thirty-

five-year-old German-born “Aeht-|

jng fool” {rom San Francisco, who
passed more time behind the Jap-
aunese lines than behind his own,
was killed on Leyte shortly before
dawn on Dee, 31 by a burst of
mortar flre, headquarters of the
32d Division. with which he served,
shnounced today.

Botlcher fought with the Abra-
ham Lincoln Brigade in the Span-
ishy civil war and enlisted in the
United Siates Army as a private
a manth after Peart Harbor,

He was known as “the one-mab
army af Buna."” In December,
1942, he assumed sommand of an
Infaniry company in which he was
& sergeant, and split the Japanese
lines by reaching the New Guinea
coast between the Village of Buna
and Buna Missjon.

Far that explsit he was awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross
and a baitlefield commission. It
was necessary Jfor Congress to
make him an American citizen by
& special aect before he could be-
came an officer.

Before he was commissionnd
Boticher often said: “If they'd
only give me actual command of
an outfit I'd get something done ™
In the following two years he made
good on his promise, and became!
& Jegend among soldiers of the
southwest Pacific.

Bottcher served as the eyes and
ears of Major General Williain H.

Il
¥

(1753

| heavlly armed Japanese.

Gill's 324 Divizion in the batile
down the Ormoc corridor of Leyie
Be was killed witile in his favorite
place—behind the enemny lines,
Before dawn of Dec. 31 Bottcher
anhd his reconnaissance company
were fighting off an estimated 304
A pursy
of mortar fire shattered his arm
and leg shd he died a few hours
later.
He has heen recommended far
B. pasthumous Bilver Star. His
D. S. C. had an Oak Leaf Cluster.
He alse had heen awarded the
Purple Heart with Two Clusters,
During the Leyte campaign he
and his men set back the entira
Japanese defense by desiroying

bridges. Frequently Botlcher's pa-|.

trols would remove entire bridges
piece by piece and hide them in
the junzles for future use by the
gdvancing Americans.

He personalty captured a Japa-
nese capiain, the highest ranking
prisoner taken on Leyte. He and
his men always lived off the coun-
try, taking only sait, sugar and tea
Irom supply depots. He was the
idol of his men. .

“People may think I'm crazy
hut it's sctually fun working out
there with him,” one said recently,
It’s like playing cops and robbers.
I never feel safer out in the jungte
than when I'm with Captain
Bottcher

The story Boltcher's men like
best to tell of him concerned &
ceremony in Australia after the
Buna campaign where he was to
receive his D, 8. C. He failed to
show up. Fellow officers found
him training his reconna;ssance
troops.

When Mrs, Franklin D. Roose-
velt was touring Australla in Sep-
tember, 1943, she saigd she wanted
especially to meet Botltcher, She
ran across him at the ice cream

counter of the American Red
Cross Club in Sydney, They
talked for somre time and the

President’s wile said b was one
of Lhe highlights of her trip.

JOINT ANYI-FASCIST REFUUKE CGRMI?TEE

182 LEXINGTON AYENUE,
HEW YORK 16, HEW YORX .




Reprinted from fete editions of yeiterduy's “Worker!

The War Departmenl has chosen this memeni in
history Lo issuz an prder barring “subversive” persons
from serving in all “sensitive” positions,

The press inicrprlet Lhis order us applying not to
real subversives like fascists, but {0 Communists {the
ordey itself does not mentien Comimunisls). :

We ask the Army if it is now calling “subversive”
those thousands of Commanists and progressive trade
unionists who served so well in the war so recenily won?
The hundreds decorated for bravery? The thousands
who gave {heir lives in battle?

Will they eall “subversive” Cant. Herman Bolicher,
well-known Communist? Bolicher i3 shown above being
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the nalion's
second highesi award, by Maj. Gen, William H. Gill for
extraordinary heroism and leadership against the Japa-
nese. Bollcher entered the war a buck private. For his
superh leadership in the Buna, New Guinea, campaign
ke was given a field commission, jumping from ser-
geanlty {o a caplain’s command, Boticher's Corner is
still marked in New Guinea as the place where Herman
Bolteher, Communist and veteran of fhe Spanish war
against fascism, led a gloricus struggle,

Bottcher is nol here to answer the War Depart-
ment, He lies at peace in Leyle, where he was killed by
a Japanese knge morfar in Januvary, 1945, while lead-
ing his men on patirel.

Was Dottcher “subversive’? .
Dozez he lie in a “subversive” grave?

Neither the War Department or anyene else can
desecrate the grave on Leyte where lies this hero of the
war against fascism, No one can lurnish the glory of
the thousands of Commznisis who fought valiantly with
their fellow-Americans of other political creeds against
the scourge of mankind, fascism,

An Editorial




@W PE.E%E ON V-E DAY

iw pt
To Our Camrades Killed in Action

1‘9 &S’ nce Pearl Harbor

Dam Allman ¢t  John Kozar
——-‘,Herman Bottcher ! Sidney Kuriz
John Delehanty " Larry Lustgarten
John Dion ;  Andrew Miltiades
Ben Gardner . Tom Rissane
Joe Gordon . :  Sidney Rosenblatt
Joe Hecht : " Conrad Silverman
Julius Hene . . Harry Steinberg -
Max Korb " Jerry Weinberg

THE FIGHT SHALL GO ON .

" Until Japanese Militarism Is Crushed
Untilt Spanish Democracy Ix Restored

Uniil the Free World for lff'hich You Died Is Assured

Velera;ns of the AB;:'aham Lincoln Brigade

b




holder of the Distinguished Se
Cross ‘and long a legendary f
among U. 3. combat men in
Pacific, was killed on Leyte by”
mortar shell burst shartly. be
dawn on the last duy of 1944, - .

“Leyte is a long way from Madﬁﬂ,l
where Bottcher

ber of the Abraham Lineola Bri-
gade; but his friends are certain
that he never regretted a sihgle

step along the road, not even its|

—

end.ing' in t_he Leyte dawn,. . ..

Bottcher left Spain already af
herc in the eyes of his feliow Bri-f

gadiers and in the eyes of all Loyal-
ists in Spain and democrats abroad,
"He was a small fellow, youthful-
| looking, with enormous energy. He
fwent inte Madrid, as a volunteer,
! becanse he had ideals; and he lived
throngh the Spanish war, and
tthrough these years in the Pacifie,
lbecause he was a tough soldier.
Bottcher was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross in Decem-
ber, 1942, after he had assumed
| command ‘of an infantry company
:--he was a sergeant, then—and split
the Japanese lines by smashing to
the New Cuinea coast between the
ivillage of Buna and Buna Mlission.
He died leading a reconaissance
company against an estimated 3000
heavily-armed Japanese. He has
been recommended for a posthu-
mous Silver Star. o
Perhaps it is relevant to note that

1 started  fghting | -
fascists seven vears ngo as a mem-|

-

l ‘Capt. Herman Bottcher
g'-apt. Bottcher, who want into the
-ont lines to fght fascism long ve-
tre most of us knew what fascism
Yas, or guessed its danger, was
by in Landsberg, Cermany.

Th— -

" Asked in Commons whether he
Was aware that SHAEF censors had
baen imstructed to pass dispatches
b.om the front stating that Allied
Progress had been good, War Min- .
i e Grigg said he understood dis-
F atches ‘were censored on military

gmmids"only, and not for propa-
:§anda purposes. :

e



The Mational Order
of
Battlefield Commissions

610 Montana Street
Bethalto, Illinois 6201

26 March 1986

Mr., John Tisa
236 C-1 Pine Hove Circle
Lake Worth, Florida =34~

Near Yr, Pisa.

We ar- in the nrgreee of orevarine three articles about Herman J.FP, Bott-.
cher, for our neveletter, the "Mustang®.

Accoring to Prtep Wy2rn in hie boor about the Snanieh Civil War, entitles
the Pascignate Journey, vouy wers instrumental in saving much of the docn.
mentation of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade from that var.

Brigade, or one of the other International Brigades that fought in that

war. I am attaching a brief summar¥ of Captain Bottcher's service in the
32d Infantry Division in World war 11,

yy :
Anything that you could rrovide to me ralative to Captain Bottcher would
be” of areat vaXue to me. I would also appreciate any names ang addresses
of other Americans that I could contact that might vrovide additional
information about him.

Sincerely vours,

. -
s i / b —
f/%/" § /.r“-?’l-l_e_a/..//
/ ‘. ,/_1{.:,_&/- " i

A7 Mark A Smith
Editor

F.5. we discovered your name while reading the above book and contacted
oné of our members in the New Torik area, he found the name Tisa in the

wianhattan telephone director this turned out to be -
Kind enough %o provide your §iorida ahbdress, YOUF Son and he was



iy JOHN TISA

' 236 C-1 PINE HOV CIRCLE
LAKEWORTH, FL. 33463

29 March 1986

Mark A. Smith
Editor

The Mustang
NOBC

Dear Mr. Smith:

In reference to your letter of 26 March 1986 seeking
information about HERMAN J. F, BOTTCHER, I am pleased to
advise you that Bottcher was indeed an honored member
of our organization, the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade.

However, your letter to me is only a beginning
of the trail of digging up his past. Much of our archives
is housed in a special collections department at Brandeis
University. Please write to Victor 3, Berch, Administrator
of the Collections Department, Brandeis University,
Waltham, Massachusetts (02154, for assistance.

You might also write to our national organization,VALB,
Room 239, 799 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 10003, and
request that your interest be published in our newspaper,
THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY, for direct communication with
those who knew him and could add items of personal interest,

I am sending copies of your letter and this to our
New York office and to Mr. Berch, so that they may Xnow of
our communication. Your project is so vital that I'm
certain you will get the utmost of cooperation. Please
put me on your mailing list for all your writings about
Bottcher, one who has been kept too long an unknown soldier,

I wish you the very best of luck.

Fraternally vours,
.,_‘- . e -

‘John Tisa



The Hational Jrder
of
Battiefield Commissions

£10 Montana Street
Bethalto, I1lincis 6201¢
4 April 1986

Mr. Vietor A. Berch

Administrator of the Collections Department
Brandeis University

Waltham, Mas=achusetts 02154

Dear Mr. Berrh,

WeR are in the proress of preparing ceveral articles in our newsletter,
on the 1ife of the late Captain Herman J.F. Bottcher, who was commissioned

on the battlefield in World war II, while serving with the U.S. 32nd Inf-
antry Divieion in New Guinea.

I am attaching a brief summary of the life of Captain Herman J.F. Bottcher

In order to obtain information on Captain Bottcher's service with the Ab-
raham Lincoln Brigade in the Spanish Civil War, I have been in touch with
John Tisa, who presently resideg in Florida. John has advised me to cont-
act you as he states that you do have some of the records from that Brigad

and might be able to assist me. John also recalls Bottcher's service with
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,

I would greatly appreciate any information that you might be able to give
me on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

/_/_? - /,

T AR

ﬁ’fﬁl‘;rk A, Smith
Editor

/ 'The Mustang
¢ NOBC



The National Order
of
Battlefiald Commissions

CAPTAIN HERMAN J.F, BOTTCHER

Fnliested Serialff: 79n85246 Officer's Serial #: n884sy
Company H, 1°6th Infantry Regiment, ?2d. Infantry Division
Camnany A, 127th Infantry Regiment, ?24. Infantry Division
Reronnaieecance Troop, °%4. Infantry Divisian

Drcorations: Distinguishe? Service Cross W/1L OLC, The Purple Heart
w/? OLC.

Herman J.F. Bottcher was born in Landeburg, Germany, a small village
near Berlin, on July 173, 1909. The village is now part of the East Zone.

He migrated to Australia and then to San Francisco, California, where
he «worked as a cabinet maker for the Emporium Department Store and was a
member of a local Carpenters Union.

His pTarents were dead. His nearest kin was a sister and an aunt who
also lived in 3an Francisco,

He forfeited his citizenship when he went to Spain and fought for the
Republican forces as a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in that
Civil War,

Legend has 1t that due to his cutstanding war record as an officer in
the United States Army, that he was granted his citizenship by special act
of Congress. However, this is questionable. I have a letter from Represent-
ative Melvin Price, a member of Congress from Illinois, who informs me that
his office checked with the Congressional Research Service (CSR), on this
matter and they after careful searrh of the records from 1942-1972, have
informed his office that there is no record of Herman J.F. Bottcher having
re-eived hie citizenchin by act of Congress,

Bottcher while serving as a Staff Sergeant in the 32d, Infantry Divi-
sion fid =0 Aistinguish himself by his leadership and conduct while perf-
orming as an actiing platoon leader that he was promoted on the battlefield
to Captain and awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

) One year later, in 1944, while leading a reconnaissance behind enemy
lines on Leyte in the Philippines, he was fatally wounded by mortar fire,

Recently the Veterans Administration advised me that Captain Bottcher
had taken oul National Service Life Insurance on October 21, 1943, and that
a beneficary of the insurance was still being paid, but that the VA was not
permitted to reveal the identity or address of this beneficary.

o “. Lt / » / R
/ 'y /:_.*?.v’.,;"{ ¢ ;/ \4"{/{

lark A, Smith
’ Bditor The f.ﬁustang
NOBC



ALBA

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
BRIGADE ARCHIYE:

Baard of Governors

CHAIRMAN

Prod. William B, Watson
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

YICE CHAIRMEN

Prof. Micofas Sanchez-Albornaz
Mew York University

Wiiliam Susman

ARCHIVIST

victor Berch
Librarian in charge of
Special Collections
Brandeis University

TREASURER
*Morris Brier

COUNSEL
Bruce D. Sunstein

Bromberg, Sunstein & McGregor

Boston, MMA

Richasd 5. Allen
Executive Direcior,
New York biate
Bicentennial Commission

Prof. Rodollo Catdona
Baston University

*Prof. Robert G. Colodny
Univeriity of Pittsburgh

Praf. Ellen Friedman
Boston Coflege

Proi. Gatrisl Jackson
Liniversity of California
San Diego, CA.

Prof. lusn Martchal
Harvard University

Prof, Edward Malefakis
Columbia University

*Prof. Clement L. Markert
Yale University

Proi. Dorothy N, Marshalt
Liniversity of Massachuseils

Proi. Vicente Navarco
fohas Hopkins University

*Abe Osheroff

Prof. Margery Resnick
Massachusetts lnstitute of
Technology

*Ceorge Watl
*Saul Wellman
*Veteran ALB

The uaiversities names are
for identification only.

BOX 11, BRANDES UNIVERSITY, WALTHAM, MA 02254

Trr' COrE o o L
[T D Sy v

April 14, 1986

Mr. Mark Smith

National Order of Battlefield Commissions
610 Montana Street

Bethalto, IL 82010

Dear Mr. Smith,

[n response to your query re Capt. Herman Bottcher,
[ am afraid that there is little here that would be of
value to you in your research.

Unfortunately, very little of the records
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have either survived or
been turned over to this archive.

Unlike the records of official units of the
U.S. Army, the record keeping of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade was either lost on the battlefields or transported
of f to the USSR.

There may be individuals alive today who
sarved with Capt. Bottcher and who may recall him while
in Spain. I would suggest that you write to the
Veterans af the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, whose address

you must have, and put out a call for heip in their
organ The Volunteer.

Sincerely yours,

&’ (fLL /f/)i,’\‘{"

Victor A. Berch
Special Collections Librarian

CHARTFREN RY THF RECENTS OF THE HINIVERSUITY OIFF THE STATE N NFW YORK 1979



NEW YORE HERALD TRIBUNE,

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1945

Capt. BOttCher; Gill's 32d Division in the bs.t.tlle s

down the Ormoe corridor of Leyle

Hero Of Buna’ He was killed while in his favorite; -

place—phehind the enetny lines.

» Befare dawn of Dec, 31 Bottcher
K_l]lﬁd on Leytc and his reconnalssance company
were fighiing off an estimated 380
- : heavily armed Japanese. A burst
German Born “‘One -Manj of mortar fire shatlered his arm
Army’ Was Naturalized ‘llal.}:gr.lez and he died‘a. iefv hours
by an Act of Congress He has been recommended for
& posthumons Silver Star, His
D, 8. C. had an Oak Leaf Cluster.
He also had been awardad the

Purple Heart with Two Clusters.
During the Leyte campaigh he
and his men set hack the entire
Japanese defense by destroying
bridges. Frequently Boticher’s pa-;.
trols would remove entire bridges
plece by plece and hide them {n|
i

ALLIED EEADQUARTERS,
Leyle, Phitippines, Jan, 18 {UP).—
Captain Herman Bolicher, thirty-
five-year-oid German-born “ftght-|
ing fool” from San Francisco, who
passed more time behind the Jap-
anese llhes than behind his own.
was kllled on Leyte shortly before
dawn on Decr; 3l hy & burst ‘gr
mortar fire, headquariers of the p

: iy advencing Americans.

324 Divislon, with which he served, He personally captured a Japa-

announced today.
nese captain, the highest rankin
Bottcher fought with the Abra- pﬂsonef taken on 'I;seyte. He ang
ham Lincoln Brigade in the Spai-] his men always lived off the coun-
ish civil war and enlisted in the| yry, taking only sali, sugar and tea
United States Army 25 a pl‘h’ate from supply depots' He was the
a month after Pear! Harbor, idol of his men. .

He was known as "the one-man| “People - may think I'm crezy
army of Buna" In December, bui it's actually fun working out
1832, he assumed command of anl there with him,” one said recently.
infantry company in whish he was =Tt's like piaying cops and robbers,
a sergeant, and split the Japanese 1 never feel safer out in the jungle
lines by reaching the New Guinea| than when I'm with Captaln
coast between the Village of Buna Bottehet.”
and Buna Mission. The story Bottcher's men llke

For that exploit he was awarded hest to tell of him concerned a
the Distinguished Service Cross| Ceremony in Australia after the
and a battlefleld commission. Ii| Buna campaign where he was {o
was necessary for Congress to| recelve his D, 8, €. He failed to
make him an American citizen by| show up. TFellow officers found
& speclal act before he could be-| him tralning his reconnaissance
come an officer. troops. '

Before he was commissioned When Mrs. Franklln D. Ropse-
Bottcher often said: “If they'd| velt was touring Australia in Sep-
only give me actual command of tember, 1943, she sald she wanted
an outfit I'd get something done.”| especially to meet Boticher. She
In the {ollowlng two years he made) ran ACToss him al the lee cream
good on his promlse, and became! counter of the American Red

"% legend among soldiers of the| Cross Club in Sydney. They
southwest Pacific. talked for some time and the

Botteher servea as the eyes and| President's wife szid 1t was one
ears of Major General William H.| of the highlights of her trip,

the jungles for future use by the

JOIHT. AMTI-FARCIAT azi‘uuu-comf’rz:
e o 152 LEXINGTON AVENUE, . .
- HWEW YORX 14, NEW YORK. :



An Editorial

Repriuted from lete editions of yewerday's ‘Forker)

The War Deparlment has chosen Lthis moment in
history to issus an ordar barring “subversive” persons
from serving in all “sensitive™ posifiens.

The press interprlal this order us applying no! le
real subversives like faseisis, but 1o Communisis (the
order itself does noi mention Communisis), '

We ask the Army if it is now calling “subversive”
those thousands of Commaunists and progressive irade
unionists who served so well in the war so recently won?
The hundreds decoraled for bravery? The thousands
who gave their lives in batila? ’

Will they call ¥subversive” Cant. Herman Boticher,
well-known Communist? Bolicher is shown above being
awardad the Distinguished Service Cross, the nalion's
szeond highest award, by Maj. Gen. William H. Gill for
extracrdinary heroism and leadership against the Japa-
neze. Botteher entered the war a buck private. For his
superb leadership in the Buna, New Guinea, campaign
he was given a field commission, jumping from ser-
geanicy to a capfain’s command, Bolicher's Corner is
siill marked in New Guinea as the place where Herman
Botlcher, Communist and veteran of Lhe Spanish war
against fascism, led a glorious struggle.

Boticher is nof here to answer the War Depart-
nient, He lies at peace in Leyie, where he was killed by
a Japanese knee mortar in January, 1943, while lead-
ing his men on palrol,

Was DBotlcher “subversive™? .
Does he lie in a “subversive” grave?

Meither the War Department or anyone else can
desecrate the grave on Leyle where lies ihis hers of the
war against fascisim, Mo one can (araizsh the glory of
the ibousands of Communisis who fought valiantly with
their fellow-Americans of olhar political creeds against
ithe scourge of mankind, fascism,




mm P!.ED@E ON V-E DAY

HESI
T!o Our Cammdes Killed in Action

k 19&53ncs Pear! Harbor

Da\rl "Aliman ¢ John Kozar
--—§Herman Bottcher * Sidney Kurtz
John Delehanty " Larry Lusigarten
John Dion ; Andrew Miltiades
Ben Gardner " Tom Rissane
Joe Gordon . *  Sidoey Rosenblatt
Joe Hecht " Conrad Silverman
Julius Hene . © Harry Steinherg
Max Korb " Jerry Weinberg

THE FIGHY SHALL GO ON

Until Japanese Militarism Is Crushed
Until Spanisk Democracy !; Restored

Until the Free World for llffuch You Died Is Assured

Veterans of the Abraham Lineoln Brigade

Vo mm——




“Extraordinary Heroism™ was the
Army’s citation for Captain Herman Bottcher, n
Veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 'who
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for
bravery in World War II.

Captain Boutcher was killed in action in the
Battle for the Philippines. If he had survived, he
wonld have lived to hear the epithet “Subversive!”
hurled at him by the likes of McCarthy and #lec-

Carran.

Senator Pat McCarran, author of the law which
is being used to persecute every anti-fascist or-
ganization in the United Staies, proudly 1cears

Frunco’s medal, for distinguished service ro the
Spanish fascist dictator. And Franco himself
cherishes a few sentimental keepsakes from his

old buddy Adolf Hitler.

Published by

The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
23 West 26th Street . New York 10, N. Y.

Cersiye ?

A TALE
OF 3

MEDALS

FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE — TO AMERICA:
Captain Herman Boticher, a Veteran of the
Abraham Lineoln Brigade who fought in Spain,
was promoted and decorated en World War
batlefield, later killed in action in the Pocifie.



SEVENTEEN years ago, 3,000 Americans —
“American to 1he core,” wrote N.Y. Times cor-
respondent Herbert I.. Matthews — went to Spain
to help defend the democratically-elected govern-
ment from vielent overthrow by France and his
fascist allies.

TFwo thousand of us are dead—huried on the
battlefields of Spain and World War IL

The remaining handful of Veterans of the
Abrahiam: Lineoln Brigade are today fighting to
defend the honor of those wha gave their lives
for our country in two wars against fascism.

We were scornfully called “premature anti-
fascists” when we fought against Franco in Spain.
When the [aseist axis Jatex attacked America,
many more Americans nndersiood that we had
gone to Spain to iry to stop the spread of fascism
helore it eould threaten our own country.

“The Brigade was right when most of the world
proved iragically wrong,” wrote novelist Louis

Bromfield.

“If the world has a future, they have prescrved
it.” wrote author-correspemdent Vinecenl Sheean,
in tribute to the Lincoln Brigaders.

We have gone on fighting for that futnre—for
the American people and alt people. We have con-
tinned 1o expuse and oppose Franco’s fascist
rezime, and wc have been indieting the increas-
ingly pro-Frauce policy of onr pgovernment as a

menace to the peace of the world.

That is why, small and dwindling as we are, we
have drawn the fire of the Administration’s big
guns,

For General Franco, Hitler’s ally of yesterday,
has become the ally of American reaction today.
The United States government, which only a few

FOR DPISTINC
Pot McCarra
bossador 1o
medal for h

paved the w



short years ago supporied a United Nations reselu-
tion condemning Franco Spain, is toduy wooing
the fascist butclier with millions of American dol-
lars {your dollars) as a bribe for H-bomb bases.

Francoe couldn’t destroy our outfit, but Franco’s
ally, the Eisenhower adminisiration, has sworn to
destroy us and send our officers to jail. So the
Lincoln Brigaders are back on the firing line
again——this time on the home front—for refnsal
to register as a “subversive” organization under
the McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950.

THE MecCarran Act was passed over President
Truman’s veto. He ecalled it a “thought control”
measure, “the greatest danger to freedom of speech,

press and assembly since the Alien and Sedition
Laws of 1798,

Under the Act’s definition, you're “subversive”
if you and the Communist Party happen to agrece
that the price of bread is too high, or on anything
else by even the remotest coincidence. To comply
and register is to declare yoursell and your organ.
ization “spies and saboteurs”™-by the Act’s own
definition of a “Communist Front.” Failure to reg-
ister is punishable by fines and imprisonment. So
you're damned if you do and jailed if you don’t.

Among the first of 264 organizations marked
for attack under the McCarran Aet, the Veterans
of the Ahraham Lincoln Brigade will fight every
step of the way for its right 1o exist, and for the
right to oppose Franco. These are the rights of
everyone in a democracy. If we lose, you lose.

You supported us 17 years ago, when we were
facing faacist bullets in the front lines in Spain.
Your support now can help us win another battle
agains! fascismn.

A 164
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

WRITE your Cengressman asking him to press
for the repeal of the McCarran Acth.

PROTEST to the Subversive Activities Centrel
Board, 811 Vermont Ave., NW., Wash,, D.C. de-
manding it find in our favor, CLIP AND SEND
MESSAGE BELOW.

AND ABOVE ALL WRITE o the 5State Depart-
ment and tell Dulles that you are against United
States support and louns from your tax monies
to Franco Spain.

KEEP THE VETS FREE TO FIGHT FASCISM

TO THE HEARIMG OFFICERS, S.ACB.
811 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washingten, D.C.

As the late Harold lckes said: *, . . they {ihe Veterans
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade} were among the first
to see the menaca of fascism, ond certainly amang the
first to offer their lives in an effort 10 halt this menace.
In the last decade, they have been in the forefront of
all the baitles for democracy, and they deserve the
best this country has to offer.”

] fee) that efforts to brand them “subversive’ are a
betrayal of our democratic heritage, to which the Lincaln
Brigade conlributed at such great sacrifice. | therefore
urge you to find in favor of the Veterans of the Abrahom
Lincoln -Brigade.



When Herman Bottcher decided
to spend histime fighting fascism
from Spain to Buro to Leyte, the
Wehrmocht lost o great soldier.

By YAMK Staf Carrespendenls

erte, Tie Pawrixes—This s the glory of
Herman Boltcher, an American soldier and
an antifascist from way back.

In Deeember 1942, when the Siateside news-
papers were haling lim as “our preatest hero
of the New Guinea campaign” Botlcher, nct o
J. 5, citizen Lhen, satd: "1 Bave teied 1o live as &
good American and T want 15 die as ong”

T.ast Nwew Year's Eve he got his wish in a
Larslagf mectar fre white his company was
holdunyg-off 330 Japs during tha Drmoc canpargn
Wn Leylp Island. Dy that time, Congress had
naturalized nim Ry & spectal act so he could be
-gontmisgioned. He elovredy had the— 13S0 wilh
Cak Leal sluster snd e Purple Hearl with
vwo cluslers, Al the time of his death, recpme-
mendativns wele io for 2 promoetion s major
and {w a Silver Ster.

The Wehirmuoht Jusl soune good matecial wheo
Boltener lefl his native Guomany an 1928 a1 the
age of 19 He was a cabinelmaker with ambi-
siang ta becpme something moere, Alter dacrying
i Augitiu For & couple ol years, he emigraled
1o the United Stales with vitizenshiy in mind.
He worked at muny Jubs and, doting the de-
préssian, wis mora than onee Yon ihe bum”
By 1930, when Frapco Yaunched his fraclst revalt
in Spatn, Hoticher bad knncked ahout ennugh
know whoch side he wad on He joinsd Lhe
Abvsham Lincaln Beigade, racruited in Ameriea
10 help the Spanish people agdingt Geeman, Liut-
ian and Spanish faseists. .

In Spaur, Bollelier Tesraed 4 tat about soldies-
ing, psrticipating in seven haltlea tn 25 manths,
He was wounded twice snd decarated three times,
and he rose to be 2 majar hefore the Loyalil
Goveraaenl was sverwhelined, Of thut expe-
vience, Hottcher said fater: “I've abways hated
diclzlors. Thals why I joined the Spaaish Loayasl-
iste. Gee, Lhat was a lough war, How wae al leust
hawe Builels.”

Meanwhile . the hoverican sitizenship Boltchey
hud earned dwing his Arst yedss n the Slales
wias reviked because of hus enlistmenl n ihe
Aurabam Lincoln Brigade, He reapphed and
slarvted all vver. Liviag wiln an aunl in Culilor-
nia, he wolhed Lis way lhioeugh San Francisoo
Slate College by washing dishes and suck, [n-
wading bo Lecome an aichitecl, be lucked only
ik oredils for a degeex when the Japs struck
Peanl liarbor,

Qne month later he had managed o Sorvinee
twe War Departmenl of hu loyslly, despile his
Grerman Bhdh and accent, and began basw ax &
private i the Avmy. Assigned to Uve 32d Bavi-
jion, a former Nalional Guaed sulfit, he became
a ataff se/geAnt jn a year.

The firsl anniveraary of Peav! Harbor [uund
Doticher hghting witlhe his <compiay in ihe
Papuan campaign, lle turped oul to ke & terrthc
jungle fignter, e knocked oul enceny machine-
$un nesis sipgleshanded, slaughlered Japs by
tae hall-squrd and rescued wounded comirades

 deniroysd - many  supply —7

‘the Japs, the natives fre-

with uller disrcgard for his own salety. When
all ranking oficer: were knoehed out, Bulches
taok curmmand of hip campany and drove 8 wedge
to Lhe sen belween lwoe Jzp gZroups at Buna
Vitkige and Buna Mission. He beld this denaer-
olis pusition far a week until the Gatlle was won.
g waz brevelod o caplain while machinesy
was sel gotng fo rastace his citisenship so he
could be peemanently comnmissioned. He was nol
one of those (ils wha seern Lthe respanslbilities of
command. “II they'd only cemmissivn me” he
tretied “1'd get somelhing doue ™
. But juining Lhe brass did not scparate Bollcher
frerm his men, As Pyt Tex Pitcax fram Awuarille,
Tex, pul it, "there ain’l a man in e gutfe who
woulda't lave followed him through hall curry-
ing a bucket of ice waler.,” When s cuths was
being shipped and the nwn bad e sleep on deck,
Bulteher spurned his cabin 1o lie there with them,
71 the mrn had E ratiens, Boticher s o, ale K
vations, regardless of wnai his fellbw offices
thaught of such condus. What is.maore, after the
Papuan cempuipgn Boticher probably could have
golten out of the Almy berdwse ol his three
wounds. His shoating hand was parlly coippled
Bul, afler a rest in Awcsiralia, Dolicher why
back wilh the 32d al Saidur aod Azlaipe pn New
Cuines. While in Auwslralia, incilentally, he
thaught 8o fitlie of the DSC coming iv nun bhat
he didn't ahow up for the ceccmony of prusents-
tion. They found him Juter. woerking out with
seme enlisted men on o junglo-lraining <uursc.
At Aftupe, Bottcher led a recon lrovp behind

dap line; far 87 days, penetrating 30 miles inte

enemy territory, The men learned Lo frust
tlindly Ueir tail, raw-boned eaptain with Lhe
thick Garman accent. On any potrol Boticher
humself was point man The outfl boasted of
phueir dight losses,  * .

One man said, "1 never feel safer sut in the
jungle #han when 1'm with Capt. Bolicher
And Fvl Hurold Emndres o Modison, Wis, de-
glared, "L the Old Man wanted us to erler
Mpnila Bay in 3 rubbur bual, we would go and,
urihermore, we'd bet nuthing wuuld bappen”

In the Leyte sampaign, Bellcher wos up to his
wld 1ricks. Far 48 days he led a recon triwp.
sernclimes reindorsed by Filipine guerrillus, be-
hind Japanese lines. They .

dumpi. They ambushed
Jap umils ang Willed in
numerable enemy al-
diers, Thew daily reporls
pregaved the way for
supeessful drives at Ka-
rapa, Palmpon and olher
places. Aad Lo il
all, unlil the jast aerribie
shellacking ihe troop suf-
Tered on Que, 3, Botich-
er's pulfit suffersd only
four catualties—one man
Kelled (0 am accidenl)
and Uuee wounded,
Boltcher's cutfil lived
musily o jhy band, kili-
ing game for weat and
peiling  vegelaples and
tuba (fermented coronud
milk) fram the natives.
fametimes the Fillpinas'
enthusiagin was embar:
rassing, When the Ameri.
cans sel wn ambush for

quently gove Lhe scheme
away by crowdingaroung
1o walch Lhe Japs cateh it

Althsogh Bottcher was
Ievozious 1 cembal, he
was nu bDiate, aa the 12
Japanese  prisowers  his
unit ipok discoveswd v
their  sarprise, One of
them. a eaphain, Juter wid
inelligeace oMeoers ques-
uoning lum  benind  the
malirn American linas thal
Botteher wax a "fine gen-
tleman,” Anather time a
captured Jap private was
sp guateful for the emegl-
lenl  treatmerd he re-
caived Ihal ke voluntari-
Iy pedaled the unil's elec-
teie generator untdl ex-
hausted. Once a Gi fouad

YANK The Army Week_l‘y" '

Hotleies observing 2 Japanese camp Lhrouph
iald plagscs, The Gl sow a sad Jittle Jap running
vack and forth Wwelween his nips hut and his
1atrine trench. Boulcher sigived sy mpatloebicatly
and seid: "Tlon’l you knuw just how he foelst™

on Dec. 30, Detlener’s unit was instructed by
radio tn return tn division HQ, sinee the
Leyte campaigo was virtually ennciuded. No
Jap: had been seen for several days Al G234
hours ¢n Duc, J1, the Y0 mien of Dudtchor's oul-
AL were awnkened Ly heavy fire from rifles,
maching guns, knee taoriars aad 80-mim g s,
T1 was later learncd that 300 Japs, trying Lo fight
Lheir way to Lhe sea in Lhe hope af Deing evacu-
aled safely by boal from the island, had run acenss
Bullclier and his wnen,

When Bottcher gol il he was aboul four feal
from T-5 Edwin Essman of Portsmouth, Ohie,
wha was scliting up his radiv du advise Lead-
guarters, There was an explosion and Buitcher
galled gut, “They blew my leg afft”

Lt Hayul Stect of Mew Yorltiwisted a toursi-. .. .

guet on Lhe eaptain’s thigh. Szr Tony Gaidasik

* ol Milwaukes, Wis, 2 medic, gave the CO a shat

al mocphine. Anolher medic raced for blosd
plusma stored in a shack bul 2ound the shack and
the medical supplies destroyed by gunflee. e

Boticher stopped S/5gL Jim Cable of Chatla-
naoga, Tenn , and arderad the wwoop 1o leave him
and wilhdcaw. They withdrew but, of course,
they sartied Lhe eapiain with them. They made
5t ta their main lefantry Jines just belore duwn.
A rndio call hod been sent for plasma but, by
the timme i arrived by Cub, Bolenes wag uncon-
srivus, The medics kept ug a [raatic radio con-
versalion with lhe slztion hospidal, desceibing
Boticher's condition and receiving doclory’ di-
rections for treaiment. But Bollcher's pualse
weakensd About DE00 hours no sign of kife could
be delecled.

His men said laler they couldn't believe their
caplain could be Rilled by the Japs. They didn'l
1alk mwch about il They jusi =al around =nd
stared wearily al ihe constant drizzle of Leyle.

Buttcner had no wile or parents, All he had
was b sual 10 San Francisee aad a hell of 2
lut of NLiends in the Army. .




holder of the Distingnished §
Cross ‘and long a Jegendary
among U. 8, combat men in the
Pacific, was killed on Leyte by's
mortar shell burst shortly befy

dawn on the last day of 1944, =

Leyte is a long way from Madn‘éf, i

where Boticher started Aghting

fascists seven years ago as a mem-|-
ber of the Abraham Linccln Bri-|

ade; but his friends are certain
that he never regretted a sihgle

step along the road, not even'its|’

ending in the Leyte dawn,.. . .,

Botteher left Spain alresdy al.
hero in the eyes of his fellow Bo-|.

gadiers and in the eyes of all Loyal-
iste in Spain and demoerats abroad.

.He was a small fellow, youthful-|

{ looking, with enarmous energy. e
:went into Madeid, as a volunteer,
{ because he had ideals; und he lived
:through the Spanish war, and

through these years in the Pacific,
i because he was a tough soldier.

Bottcher was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross in Decem-
|ber, 1942, after he had assumned
‘command of an infuntry company
~he was a sergeant, then—and split
the Japanese lines by smashing to
the New Guinea coast between the

i village of Buna and Buna Aission. | g

| He died leading a reconaissance
company against an estimated 3000
heavily-armed )apanese. He has
been recommended for a posthu-
maus Silver Star.

Ay
»:

1
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Capt, Herman Bottche

Capt, Bottcher, who went into the
f.ont lines to fight fascism long ve-
fire most of us knew what fascism
Was, or muessed its danger, was
by in Landsberg, Cermany.

SHAEY News

" -Agked in Commons whether he
Wag aware that SHAEF censors had
een instructed to pass dispatches
vom the front stating that Allied
Progress had been goud, War Min-
#.ter Grigg said he understood dis-
P atches were censored on militasy

Perhaps it is relevant to note that

.}1.

8younds ouly, and not for propa-

~8anda purposes.

]
]



JOHN TISA
236 C-1 PINE HOV CIRCLE
LAKEWORTH, FL 33463

29 March 1986

Mark A. Smith
Editor

The Mustang
NOBC

Depar Mr. Smith:

in reference to your letter of 26 March 1986 seeking
information about HERMAN J., F. BOTTCHER, I am pleased to
advise you that Bottcher was indeed an honored member
of our organization, the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade.

However, your letter to me is only a beginning
of the trail of digging up his past. Much of our archives
is housed in a special collections department at Brandeis
University. Please write to Victor A, Berch, Administrator
of the Collections Department, Brandeis University,
waltham, Massachusetts 021541, for assistance.

vou might also write to our national organization,VALR,
Room 239, 799 Broadwav, New York City, N. Y. 10003, and
request that your interest be published in our newspaper,
THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY, for direct communication with
Fhose who Xnew him and could add items of personal interest.

I am sending copies of your letter and this to our
New York office and to Mr. Rerch, so that they may know of
our communication. Your project is so vital that I'm
certain vou will get the utmost of cooperation., Please
put me on your mailing list for all your writings about
Bottcher, one who has becn kept too long an unknown soldier.

I wish you the very best of luck.

Fraternally vyours,

T e =

‘John Tisa



The Hational Order
of
Battlefield Commissions

610 Montana Street
Bethalto, Illincis 62010
4 April 1986

Mr. Vietor A. Berch
Adnministrator of the Collsctions Depariment

Brandeies University
waltham, Maseachusetts 07154

Dear Mr. Berrh,

WeR are in the nrocees of preparing ceveral articles in our newsletter,

on the 1ife of the late Captain Herman J.F. Bottcher, who was commissioned
on the hattlefisld in World War II, while serving with the U.3., 32nd Inf-
antry Division in New Guinea.

I am attaching a brief summary of the life of Captain Herman J.F. Bottcher,

In order to obtain information on_Captain Bottcher's service with the Ab-
raham Lincoln Brigade in the Spanish Civil War, I have been in touch with
John Tisa, who presently residez in Florida. John has advised me to cont-
act you as he states that you do have some of the records from that Brigade
and might be able to assist me. John also recalls Bottcher's service with

the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,

T would greatly appreciate any information that you might be able to give
me on thisg matter,

Sincerely yours,

- / :

oy T A E P
7 Lfari A, Smith
/ Editor

/ The Mustang

{ NOBC




The Mational Order
of
Battlefield Commissions

CAPTAIN HERMAN J.F, BOTTCHER
Enlisted Serialf/: ~gn852L6 Officer’'s Serial #: n8849)]
Company H, 1°6th Infantry Regiment, *24. Infantryv Division
Commany A, 1?7th Infantry Regiment, °24. Infantry Division
Rerommaiecances Troomn, 24, Infantry Division

Drecorations: Distinguished Service Cross W/1L OLC, The Purple Heart
w/7 OLC.

Herman J,F. Bottcher was born in Landeburg, Germany, a small village
near Berlin, on July 13, 1909. The village is now part of the East Zone.

He migrated to Australia and then to San Francisco, California, where
he .worked as a cabinet maker for the Emporium Department Store and was a
member of a local Carpenters Union.

His pTarents were dead., His nearest kin was a sister and an aunt who
also lived in San Francisco.

He forfeited his citizenship when he went to Spain and fought for the
Republican forces as a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in that
Civil War.

Legend has it that due to his cutstanding war record as an officer in
the United States Army, that he was granted his citizenship by special act
of Congress. However, this is guestionable. I have a letter from Represent-
ative Melvin Price, a member of Congress from Illinois, who informs me that
his office cherked with the Congressional Research Service (CSR), on this
matter and they after careful search of the records from 1942-1972, have
informeA his offire that there ir no record of Herman J.F, Bottcher having
received hie citizenshin by act of Congress.’

Bottcher vhile serving as a 5taff Sergeant in the 724, Infantry Divi-
=ion ~if =0 distinguish himself by his leadership and conduct while perf-
orming as an actiing platoon leader that he was promoted on the battlefield
to Captain and awarded the Distinguished Serviece Cross.

- One year later, in 1944, while leading a reconnaissance behind enemy
lines on Leyte in the Philippines, he was fatally wounded by mortar fire,

Recently the Veterans Administration advised me that Captain Bottcher
had taken out National Service Lite Insurance on October 21, 1943, and that
a beneflicary of the insurance was still being paid, but that the VA was not
permitted to reveal the identity or address of this beneficary.
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A L B A BOX 11, BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY, WALTHAM, MA 02254

ST .
ABRAHAM LINCOLN LJ FooRugttotae s L
BRIGADE ARCHIYES 5 CANE

Board of Governors

CHAIRMAN .

Praf. william 8. Watson Ap'r“l] 14, 1986
Aassachuselts institute of
Technology

VICE CHAIRMEN
Prof. Nicolas Sanchez-Albornoz Mr. Mark Smith
New York University National Order of Battlefield Commissions
“William Susman 610 Montana Street
ARCHIVIST Bethalto, IL 62010

Vigtor Berch
Librarian in charge of
Special Coflections
firandeis University

Dear My, Smith,

TREASURER
*Morris Brier
- [n response to your query re Capt. Herman Bottcher,
ggg?Dﬂunnan I am afraid that there is little here that would be of
Bramberg, funsiein & McCregor valye to you n your research. .
Boston, MA Unfortunately, very ltittle of the records

of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have either survived or

Richard 5. Allen been turned over to this archive,

Exevutive Directar,

New York Siate inlike the records of official units of the
Bicentennial Commission U.S. Army, the record keeping of the Abraham Lincoln
. Brigade was either Tost on the battlefields or transported
rof. Rodotfo Cardona
Boustan University off to the USSR. sndivideal 11 q h
prof. Rabert G. Caloday There may be individuals alive today wha

University of Pittsburgh served with Capt. Bottcher and who may recal) him while

) in Spain. I would suggest that you write to the
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, whose address
you must have, and put out a call for help in their
organ The Yolunteer.

Prosf. Ellen Friedman
Baston College

Prod. Gabriel lackson
Uriversity of California
San Diego, CA,

Prof. juan Marichal
Harvard University

Sincerely yours, ;
frof. Edward Malefakis Ly
Columbia Liniversity FLUR A

I ;
;{fﬁt.(;/“
Victor A. Berch
Special Callections Librarian

*Prof, Clement | Markert
Yale U'niversity

Prof. Dorothy N. Magshall
Liniversity of Massachusetts

Praf. Vicenie Navarro
tohns Hopkins University

rAbe Osheroif

Praf. Margery Resnick
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

*George Wan
*Saul Wellman
*Yeteran ALE

The universities names are
for identification only.
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From Gail Malmgareen <gml2@nyy.edu>

Sent Saturday, March 26, 2005 4:08 pm
To jessica.weglein@nyu.edu
Cc
Bce
Subject bottcher

Jess,
Could you put this info and sketch into the Bottcher file. Thanks.

Cear Ms. Malmgreen,

About a year ago, you graciously assisted me with my research on Capt.

Hermann Bottcher. We have a sketch in our collection of Bottcher that
has recently become part of a web exhibition on the work of artist
McClelland Barclay. I thought you may be interested to receive a link
to the site, in case you would like te add the image to your file.

Along with the sketch is a transcription of comments Bottcher made to
Barclay while he was sketching him. This was shortly after his actions
in the Papuan campaign.

http:/fwww. history.navy.mil/ac/arctist/b/barclay/barclay % 207 . html

This ts a [ink to the first page of the group of cketches. Capt
Bottcher is on page 10.

Gail Malmgreen

Associate Head for Archival Collections

Tamiment Library/ Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, NYU
70 Washington Square South, NY, NY 10012
{212)998-2636

httey- Al nvit edidframe himi?riPaoccihle=irmef lano=en
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The Art of McClelland Barclay in the Naval Art Collection. Page | of 5

Return to Naval Historical Center home page. %Retum to Art Collection Page

AT I I I TITELL

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -- NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
805 KIDDER BREESE SE ~ WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
WASIIINGTON DC 20374-5060

Works by McClelland Barclay in the Navy Art Collection
"Heroes of the South Seas” sketches

McClelland Barclay made the following sketches that he titled, "Heroes of the South Seas,” between late
1942 and June 1943. He mailed them to a friend in the United States shortly before his death aboard
L.ST-342 on 18.July 1943. In August of that year, this friend informed the Navy of her possession of the
sketches and suggested they be published in book form, with any profits turned over to Navy Relief.
Possibly this had been Barclay's intention as well. The sketches were delivered to the Navy's Office of
Public Relations (Pictorial Section). In the mid-1980s, they were transferred to the Naval Histornical
Center's Art Collection. The Center is unaware that these images were ever published, or even displayed
publicly until now.

The labels undemeath the images are transcriptions of Barclay's handwritten notes, jotted down on the
same sheet of paper where he sketched. Text in italics indicates that Barclay is quoting his subject.

Always one who wanted to improve his art from first-hand experience, Barclay once told an interviewer,
"I have been called a ‘pretty givl artist,’ but I am going to get in all of the front-line action I can. I want
to bring out the idea that wars are fought by men, and not just by their tools." With the dozens of
portraits he created during his service, Barclay managed to bring out that idea very well. The faces of the
men and women Barclay committed to paper, along with the ancedotal evidence he recorded in the
margins, reminds us that individuals make up a navy. As he told the San Francisco Examiner in March
1943, "d camera cannot catch the human element of a fight, the sweat and blood and courage our boys
expend every time they face the enemy. That's what I'm going back out there now tv do.”

ORDNANCE MEN

hnsign John William Finn
M\c(\jlelland Barclay
Cont‘c'&srayon on paper, ca. 1943
85-236-X

\.'“

-
",

"Mickey"” "Slingblote” NATTCTR Nerman OkT'ahqma
Now Ensign John William Finn, USN, formerly Avidtion Chief Ordinance“Man - since 1935

s

Joined Navy 17 years - July 1926 of Los Angeles Cal. - 5‘“5'%"'----wgig‘ht.1ssf1b

Y
"I see these old meatballs on the bottom of 'em - this is the real Mé¢Coy it's the God damn Japs.”
"y

e

Lo

Kaneohe - Dec. 7th 1941 -- Directed and pointed out duties to whatever men were handy.
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The Art of McClelland Barclay in the Naval Art Collection. Page 1 of 1

CAPT Herman J.F. Boitcher
McClelland Barclay

Conté crayon on paper, 1943
85-236-1

pae ar
Rty

5'8" weight 150 - Captain Herman J.F. Bottcher

Landsberg - Germany - left Germany 1929 - arrive US fall 1931 - Spanish Republican Army 25 months
- wounded twice - on Madrid Front and Aragon in April - interned by the French.

"Captain in Spanish army, it tock about a year and a half; came up much quicker in this army. In
Abraham Lincoln battalion - nearly all Americans in the body.”

Infantry - US Ammy - with 32 Division, a National Guard outfit - Michigan and Wisconsin. Enlisted
Dec. 8, 1941 - Pvt until end of April - corpal [sic] until end of June - staff sargent [sic} until end of June
- made captain on field of battle- was company commander as sargent [sic] for two weeks before captain
came thru - 32 Division at Buna.

“Lieut. Cliedy [Cladie] Bailey {Indiana school teacher) received order to cuf thru to the beach - the
attack bogged down - [ was in support of his company. I thot [sic] by looking the situation over it could
be done.”

What situation?

“Swamp and jungle and we didn't know exactly what was in front of us, so I asked the battalion if it was
alright with them if I go - and Maj. Hantelman [Harald Hantlemann] showed me the position on the
map. I talked it over with the boys, there were 29 of us, and they said if you go we go too. We cut thru to
the beach - hardly any opposition at all, but afler we got to the beach they fired at us from the flank.
After two days there were only 14 of us lefi. We got replacements so maintained about 25 men. [ was
wounded in the 7th day in counter attack - right hand hit - kept on, arm in sling - wounded again 13
days later - hit right arm - put me out for the time being - sent me to a hospital. We captured one and he
said 60 were attacking us. We would wait for them until they got within 25 yards. They would shout and
scream so we did the same when our boys got out and advanced a few steps to meet them with the
bayonet. They didn't come on any further. Bayonet fighting when they came over to get us - some of the
boys went into them like tigers. Altogether on the beach pocket 17 days.”

[Editor's Note: For his role in this action of December 1942, Captain Boltcher recelved the

Distinguished Service Cross, the second highest military decoration in the Army. Captain Boticher was
killed on December 31, 1944, during the battlc of Leyte. He was posthumously awarded the Silver Star.]

botden c fveicwms Inlnbmums annvevs mad Unnlavtiol fhiharvelavMaralauP4 20010 1im) %2005
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believe we can balance the bydget by charg-
ing the merchant seamen for their medals?

I think the answer 1ies closer to the
heart of the government officals, and
that is that they simply could not pass up
an opportunity to kick these veterans in
the teeth one more time.

In my den 1 have a frame of the medals
of my late father. There is the Merchant
Marine Victory Medal which was sent to him
Just after the war and it was free of any
charge. There are other Merchant Marine
awards and there are three medals from
England which were awarded to him at no
cost. England figured that being torpedoed
and suffering from expesure was more than
enough payment for a campaign medal. Were
my father still living he would perhaps
find this latest snub laughable were it
not so sad to be insulted in this manner.

Over the past year I have been able to
assist two war veterans to abtain medals
from Norway almost 50 years later. They
were aboard a Liberty ship the $/S "Henry
Bacon" which was attacked by German air-
craft on the way back from Murmansk. Thay
had aboard a number of Norwegian refugees
and there was only room in the 1ifeboat
for so many. In the tradition of the sea
many of the crew of this ship, including
the Master and Chief Engineer remained a-
board the ship knowing full well they were
soon to perish in the cold Arctic Ocean.
Norway was grateful for the sacrifice of
these brave men and the entire crew was
awarded the Norwegian War Medal for their
service. There was no change for the
medals and obviously Norway did not hesi-
tate to recognize thase war veterans.

For many years I had the privilege of
assisting our merchant seamen and members
of the U.S. Navy Armed Guard to cbtain a
medal from the former Soviet Union. The
medal for the 50th Anniversary of the
Great Patriotic War was awarded to about
five hundred veterans of the Merchant
Marine and Naval Armed Guard for their
courage and hersism aboard ships in the
various convoys to the Soviet Union during
the war. It took some time but the day did
come when we gathered at the Soviet Embassy
and the first group of men were decorated.
There was no charge for the decoration,
just a hearty handshake and a heartfelt
thanks. It appears that the Soviet Union
thought that these men had already more
than paid for their medal in service. I
gather that no one in our government gave

that much thought.

And there is certainly a greater pain
and sorrow that is caused with this long
standing petty meaness directed to our
veterans of the Merchant Marine. Just to
mention one example, [ have a friend whose
husband was killed in action when his ship
the S/5 "Stephen Hopkins"” went into battle
against the German Raider "Stier." The guns
of the"Hopkins"™ roared out in defiance of
the man-of-war demanding they strike their
colors. In the end both ships went to the
bottom and Rudy Rutz along with many of his
shipmates gave all they had for their
country. [ cannot comprehend the callousness
of those wha would charge this widow for the
awards her husband so dearly paid for 50
years aqo. And too there are many former
merchant seamen who cannot afford the cost
of these symbols of courage in their waning
years. They thought they had paid the price
long ago in exploding ammunition ships and
burning tankers.

Over 6,000 war veterans of the Merchant
Marine gave their lives for their freedom
and ours during World War II and now we find
that not a one of those lives was worth a
$20.00 medal. None of those brave men who
died in the mustard gas at Bari, none of
those who were beaten from piilar to post in
the Death Camps of the Far fast, and none of
those wha survived all the enemy could throw
at them are worth a $20.00 medal. How path
etically sad, that for those who suffer
greater percentage of combat casuali
the Army or the Navy, America hol
contempt and insult. @

REMEMBERING HEERNAN BOETSCRER
y

Duncan Keir

During the Ebro action in Spain, a shell
hit the opening of the cave that held the
headquarters of the Fifteenth Brigade and I
worked with Jim Ruskin and Herman Boetscher
to restore the connections with the battal-
ions. Both of these men command a great
deal of respect and 1 remained with them
until the end of the war. To give you an
idea of the caliber of these two - neither
one of them took advantage of the Spanish
Government's order which separated the en-
listed men from the officers at mealtimes
and in the sleeping quarters. Being an anar-
chist at heart, this went over big with me.



When the Spanish Government withdrew the
Internationals from the front and before we
got back across the Ebro, Boetscher was ask-
ing me to violate the order and go back to
the front to hold it. I might add here, I
didn't go.

When the United States entered World
War I, I was on a Liberty Ship loaded with
drums of gas and I heard the news that
Captain Herman Boetscher of the mechanized
cavalry was coming to Leyte. He had been
promoted for outstanding bravery in action.
Since I was a mate and we were standing 24
hour watches, I had no difficulty in getting
time to wait on "Red Beach" until the troops
landed. 1 met up with Herman on the second
day and, since he was an officer, he had an
"alligator" or some kind of vehicle and he
picked me up and we taiked our way tao the
front in Leyte. He then had them take me
back to "Red Beach". 1 thought I was on
borrowed time since our ship had been hit by
a bomb on our first day in Leyte but it had
not exploded.

[ never saw Herman Boetscher again and so
perhaps I was the last person to see him
alive. There are certain people who stand
out in my memory - Boetscher and Ruskin and
a few others are special. Another one is

Irving Weissman, [ am certain there were
many others of that caliber but these are
the three with whom I had close contact.

When 1 returned to San Francisco after
the leyte invasion and seeing Herman, I got
word that he had been killed at Ormoc in
Leyte, I always thought that he'd be Tike

some of the others and make it all the way
through. o

K

He, not content that death had passed him by
Upon live fingers counted his dead fricnds
And in his shallow hole restless did lie;

They do not slesp the best who do noc die
And it i» not for them the battk ends.

ErenrretH Hopxns

BREEZY POINT
By

Esther Palazzi

Most seamen consider that the worst run
during World War 11 was Murmansk. Not only
were there German submarine wolf packs and
dive bombers to face but there was the
bitter cold, snow and ice to endure if you
had to abandon ship. The odds for lasting
long in those waters were against you. If
you were Tucky to make it you had the pro-
blem of making it back and hundreds of
sailors did not.

With the end of the cold war, the Russ-
ian government has decided to express its
gratitude to those who made the trip in
appreciation of the hardships endured in
bringing our allies the materials needed to
fight Hitler. In addition to the services
that took place in Washington in December
whereby hundreds of merchant seamen and
Navy armed guards received bronze medals,
on January 31, a similar ceremony was held
aboard the old WW II Liberty Ship, the S/S
Jeremiah O'Brien in San Francisco. In. re-
calling that time, one of the seamen spoke
of the convoy PQ 17 in the summer of 1942,
Spotted by the Germans, they sent a battle-
ship, several U-boat wolf packs and a force
of bombers against it. The British Royal
Navy, thinking they were outqunned, aban-
doned the convoy. Of the 33 ships that be-
gan the trip - only 11 got through.

If you ever wondered what happened to
the 5/S Argentina - a Moore McCormack
Liner - it has had a long history of con-
versions. Now she has been converted into
a floating hotel, known as the Commodore
Hotel and will be permanently docked on the
Neva River in downtown St. Petersburg,
Russia. Operated by Baltic Lines, it will
offer 375 rooms and six suites starting at
$140 per person per night. So for those of
our members who, at one time, sailed on
the Argentina, here is a chance to relive
a bit of nostalgia. Fly to Russia this
summer and take lodging aboard the Commo-
dore Hotel.

The German Seamen's Union has scored a
victory in its drive to organize foreign
seamen working on German ships. A group of
Filipino seamen signed an agreement with a
German shipping company after refusing to
work on a loaded containership about to
leave the Port of Newark, N.J. The contract
was negotiated by the German Seafarer's
Union. It gives the Filipinos the same
status as German citizens and raises their
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Foperel Orders Number 108, dated 31 Decembor 1944, is the -1ast in
the 1944 serles.
" EEADQUARTERS 324 INFANTRY DIVISION
' APO 32
CENZRAL ORDERS) 5 January 1945
HD.‘--.looi'tl} I R

AWARD, POSTHUMOUS, OF THE SILVER STAR

By direction of the Presildent, under the provisicns of tho
tet of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bulletin 43, VD, 1918}, =
gilver Star 1s awarded posthumously by the Commending Cenerel, 324

nTfantry Divieion, to tho followlng nomed officer:

. Captain
Atmy. Captain Bottcher's patrol-was sttacked by a vastly numori-
_cally superior enemy force. Constantly exposed to snemy machine .
gun, mortar, and small arms fire, he dirscted his men so succoSs=
fully that the attagk was repulsed. AS the righting subsided, 4e
srose, end, as he bégan dairectlng the assembly of the patrol for
movement to a stronger position, he wns mortally wounded by the
,  burst of o mortar shell, Captain Bottcher courageously gave his
11fe in oonoern for.the welfare of hls men; Next of kin:- Mrs,
. 2lice Bottaher, {aunt), 239 Rensell Strest, San Franclsco, ;
California. . Co L :

- o | . o
L By gqm@unﬁ,of Major General GILL:
) o i ,

{ o ERNEST A.. BARLOY, - - .-
Colonel, Gopoeral Btaff- Jorps
: " Chief of Staff. o

' . - _' i . . i
OTFICLAL: - : S

e

RULN I BOTTCHER,, (0888451}, Cavalry, United States
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MICHAEL D, HAYDOCK
169 Fairfield Court
Voorheesville, NY 12186

8 June 1996
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
ATTN: Abe Smorodin, Corr. Sec.
Room 227 - 799 Broadway
New York, NY 10003
RE: Herman Bottcher
Dear Mr. Smorodin:
As 1 promised in my most recent letter, I have enclosed a copy of the typescript of
my manuscript of my article on Herman Bottcher. I want to thank you again for the

assistance you gave in guiding me to Art Landes' book. It was most helpful.

In addition to the typescript [ have enclosed geveral other items which T uncovered
in my research. These are:

I. An article on Captain Bottcher from the May 2, 1945 edition of YANK;
2. A xerox photo of his grave in the Phillipines;

3. Copies of his citations for his twe awards of the Distinguished Service Cross
and award of the Silver Star; and,

4. A copy of a letter he wrote to his friend “Handy" Hantlemann on Jan
29, 1944,

Herman Bottcher was, indeed, a remarkable man and I learncd a great deal about
him, and about the times in which he tived, while doing my rescarch for this article. Iwish
I could thank him for that.

Sincercly, T




Michael D. Haydock FIRST NORTH AMERICAN

169 Fairfield Court RIGHTS
Voorheesville, NY 12186
(518) 765-3231 2,280 words

HERMAN J, F. BOTTCHER
A Soldier of Freedom and Justice
by

Michael D. Haydock

Staff Sergeant Herman J. F. Bottcher watched the black bulk of the barge slidmg
slowly along on the moon-lit sea, heading west from the Buna Government Station toward
the village, carrying reinforcements for the Japanese garrison there. He traversed the
single machine gun that his small command possessed and began to stitch the barge with
bursts of fire. Moments later it was buming and dead in the water so he swung the gun
back to whers the men had earlier heard Japanese moving toward them along the beach
and bad driven them off with grenades and rifle and machine gun fire. It was December 7,

1942 - the first anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor -- and Bottcher and
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the eighteen men of the 126th Infantry Regiment of the 32nd Division under his command
had been holding a position that cut the Japanese defenses in two since December 5.
Theirs had been the single success of an otherwise abortive assault on the Japanese
defenses at Buna, on the north coast of New Guinea.

The trail that the men of the 32nd had followed to this battle stretched back over
the mist-shrouded, towering Owen Stanley Mountaing, where cholera, dysentery, and
malaria were as much an enemy as the Japanese, to Australia, where they had marshaled
for their assault on the Japanese occupied portion of New Guinea. Herman Bottcher’s trail
stretched back farther, to a childhood in the Germany which was now a co-belligerent of
the Japanese in a world-wide fight against freedom. A year after Pearl Harbor, Herman
Bottcher was still a German citizen. But he was not one by choice, and was determined to
become an American,

Bom in 1909, Bottcher had been raised in a Germany that was shattered by its

defeat in the First World War and where rival gangs of Communists and Nazis clashed---------- -

frequently and violently in the streets, He trained as a cabinetmaker and, in 1928, left
Germany for Austria. Two years later he immigrated to the United States, hoping for a
better life, and for American citizenship, there.

During the Great Depression, which began with the Wall Street Crash of 1929,
Herman was often ... on the bum ..." as he would put it later, but that didn't prevent him
from taking out his first papers to become a naturalized American. His life changed in
1936, when General Francisco Franco launched his fascist revolt against the Spanish
government. Herman Bottcher knew exactly what side he was on in that fight,

"T've always hated dictators,” he said. |

Bottcher dropped his college studies in California and enlisted for service in the

Abraham Lincoln Brigade of volunteers to fight against Franco in Spain. Tt was an uneven
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contest, The Franco forces were supported with arms and men by the dictators Hitler and
Mussolini while arms to the Loyalists were under embargo by democratic nations not yet
awake to the dangers of Facisim.

In the twenty-five months that Bottcher spent soldiering in Spain he participated in
seven battles. In one, the Brigade performed a fighting retreat for five days, through the
towns of Belchite, Caspe and Alcaniz. ¥t was cut off five times and fought its way out on
each occasion, only to retreat again. The battalion kitchen was blown up and the men had
no food for the entire duration of the retreat.

When the withdrawal was over, Herman Bottcher received commendations from
the Brigade and Division for " ... outstanding courage and meritorious service in the face
of the enemy."”

During the early morning of September 24, 1938 Spanish troops of the 46th Army
Division replaced those of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade all along the line they were
holding in the valley of the Jarma Rivcf;'dlc -Spanish: government-had determined that the
war would be fought by Spaniards against Spaniards, and the International Brigades were
to be repatriated. Herman Bottcher joined the long line of forcign volunteers headimg
back from the lines to the bridges over the Ebro River, to be sent home.

By the time he left Spain, Bottcher had been wounded twice, decorated three
times, and had risen to the rank of Major in the Spanish Army. When be retumed to the
United States he found that his application for citizenship had been reveked because of his
participation in the Spanish Civil War. Bereft of foreign volmteers, deprived of arms aund
munitions by the embargo, and facing an enemy whose support from Hitler and Mussolini
never lessened, the government of Spain fell in 1938,

By the time it did Bottcher had moved in with an auat, Alice, who lived on Ransell

Street in San Francisco. He worked at odd jobs and washed dishes to finance his studies in
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architecture at San Francisco State College and was six credits short of graduation when
the Japanese blasted the Uaited States into the wart with their attack on Pearl Harbor.

He tried to enlist immediately, but it took some time to convince the United States
Army that he was an acceptable candidate to be a soldier. He was, as a German citizen, an
enemy national, and his participation in'the Spanish war made him susp ect in the eyes of
some.

After a month he managed to convince the War Department of his loyalty and was
sent off for basic training, then assigned to the 32nd Infantry Division, a former National -
Guard unit from Wisconsin which had seen service against Germany in the First World
War at the second battle of the Mamne. The 32nd wore a shoulder patch showing a red
arTow piercing a line and it was the proud boast of the division that it had pierced every
enemy line that it had ever faced. The lines it would face in this new war would not be
German; the Japanese tide of conquest bad swept over the Philippines, the East Indies,
and the north coast of New Guinea to _threaten*Austra]ia and New Zeatand; and the ~
ANZAC troops were far from home, battling Rommel in the desert wastes of North
Africa. On Apnl 22, 1942 a convoy of grey ships slid out of the harbor of Herman
Bottcher's adopted home town of Gan Francisco. The 32nd had embarked for Australia.

As the 32nd trained there for the coming fight against the Japanese, Herman
Bottcher proved to the American army that he could soldier; he was rapidly promoted to
Staff Sergeant in the second battation of the 126th Infantry Regiment, in a company
commanded by Captain Harold "Handy" Hantlemann, an officer with whom he would
remain close friends throughout his career. On August 13, 1942 the Japanese on the north
coast of New Guinea began a drive south over the Owen Stanley Mountains toward Port
Moresby. The 32nd was thrown into the battle and, in an attempt o eliminate the

Japanese threat forever, was moved to bases east of Buna. Except for the 2/126th -
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Bottcher's unit. They were assigned to fight the Japanese back along the rugged trail over
the Owen Stanleys, under conditions none of them bad ever dreamed existed. In the mist
of the jungle their clothes were always wet, grew leaden from the rain, and sprouted mold.
New shoes rotted off their feet in five days, and as many fall to cholera and dysentery as
fell to enemy action. When they reached the north coast near Buna, forty-two days after
they set out, most had no more equipment than their weapons and ammunition, a mess cup
and spoon, and the tattered and molding remmants of the battle-dress fatigues they had set
out in. The battle for Buna was not going well and they were put into the line almost
immediately, and their casualty lists grew longer. An all-out assault on the Japanese
positions was ordered for December 5. Bottcher's group of eighteen achieved the only
success of the day. Tumning aside from a futile attack on the village they took a position
that commanded the beach between the government station and the village, set up their
single machine gun, and began to beat off repeated counterattacks. In one of the first, the
- - -caunterattack developed from both: difections at once, and the position was nearly
overwhelmed but, in the middle of the.actiun, Bottcher calmly stood up and began to fling
hand grenades at both of the advancing forces. He was wounded, but refused to be
evacuated, and the lonely American position held. For his dogged capture of the
commanding position that came to be known as “Bottcher's Comer” and for directing its
defense from December 5 to December 11, Herman Bottcher was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross -- the second highest of American combat decorations. He
had still not realized his ambition to become an American citizen, but the commanding
general gave him a direct, battlefield, commission as a temporary captain in the United
States Army, while machinery was set in motion to gain his citizenship so that the

commission could be made permanent.
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The assault on Buna was still stalled on December 20, and Captain Bottcher had
been wounded again on the preceding day. The wound didn't deter him from volunteering
to lead a detachment of infantry in an attack on a position he was familiar with. He had
brought the detachment to within twenty yards of the enemy when the attack bogged
down in a hail of Japanese small arms fire. Bottcher calmly stood up to draw the fire so
that the detachment could move forward, and was wounded again.

For this action, Herman Bottcher received an oak leaf cluster denoting a second
award of the Distinguished Service Cross. He was also sent back to Australia for
treatment of his three wounds, including one which partly erippled his right hand.
Although his wounds would have enabled him to avoid further combat, Bottcher rejoined
the 32nd Division for the battle of Aitape, serving as commander of the 32nd Recon
Troop. During that battle the recon troop spent fifty-seven days behind enemy lines,
penetrating up to thirty-six miles, and the unit boasted afterward of its light casualties and
- of-its-faith in its-captain with 2-German-accent.

"If the Old Man wanted us to t;nter Manila Bay in a rubber boat, we would go,"
said Pvt. Harold Endres of the 32nd Recon. "And, furthermore, we'd bet that nothing
would happen.”

During the battle of Aitape, Bottcher found time to answer a letter from his old
friend "Handy" Hantlemann, and let his former commander know that, "I finally got my c.
papers. [had almost given up hope.”

*] can proudly raise my head and exclaim that I fought for my right to call myself
an American,” Boftcher wrote. |

Later in the letter he said, "So far my lucky star hasn't forsaken me. If my time
should come to go, it'll be in the happy realization that it was for an ideal, for justice and

freedom for all.”
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With the Japanese finally cleared from New Guinea the 32nd Division moved ou to
the invasion of the Philippines. During the battle to take Leyte Bottcher's recon troop
spent forty-eight days behind enemy lines, ambushing patrols, destroying supply dumps,
and radioing division headquarters information vital to their successful operations against
the objectives at Kanaga and Palompon. During that time.B ottcher and his men lived off
the land, killing game and buying food from friendly Filipinos. During the entire operation
they suffered only four casualties -- three wounded and one dead i a non-combat
accident.

By December 30, 1944 the Leyte campaign was nearly over; Bottcher's troop had
had no contact with Japanese troops in several days and they received a radio message to
return to division headquarters the next day.

At 0235 hours the next moming their canmip was swept with small arms and
machine gun fire and bombarded with 90 mra mortar shells. A party of 300 Japanese.who
were trying to make their way to the bgaches in hope of being taken off in small boatshad
sturmbled on the camp in the tropic dark. Bottcher rallied his men to repel the initial
assault, then began to organize 2 withdrawal to a stronger position.

Tech-5 Edwin Essman, Bottcher's radioman, was setting up his gear to get a
message about the attack offto division headquarters when a mortar round dropped
directly into the position. He heard Captain Bottcher yell, "They've blown my leg off.”

One of the recon company’s officers, Lt. Royal Steele, put a tourniquet on
Bottcher's leg and the company medic, Sgt. Tony Gaidosik, jabbed his captain with a shot
of morphine as Bottcher was ordering his men to leave him and withdraw.

Tt was an order they didn't completely obey. They withdrew, but they cartied their
wounded Ieader with them to their new position. There, Gaidosik kept working on

Bottcher, trying to stem the bleeding. The division surgeon, Col. John E. Wurz, gave
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Gaidosik guidance over the radio, but the wound and the bleeding were profound and the
company's supply of plasma had been destroyed in the Japanese attack. Captain Bottcher
died at 0600 hours on the last day of the year 1944. His lucky star had winked out.

The remains of Herman J. F. Bottcher, whose fight for freedom and justice had
taken him from the stony hills of Spain to the steamy, fetid jungles of New Guinea and the
Philippines is buried under a simple military issue cross identical except for its inscription
to those that mark the graves of thousands of his fellow American soldiers in the military
cemetery at Manila,

Long after Bottcher died the general who commanded the American forces at

Buna wrote of him, "He was one of the best Americans I have ever known."



_ Home addross: Mrs, Alice Bottcher (aunt), 239 Ranqol; S;rgot,
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an attack on enemy positions, Staff Sergeant Bottcher porsonally led a unis
which; cut off commnications between eneny forces. at Bung Villege from thoge
at Buna’ Government station; On succeeding days, he repeetedly repulaed atroné
enemy counter-attacks on this visal position, During one simultaneous attack
from both hostile forces, hé calmly stood up in the face of enemy fire and
threw hand grenades at.the advancing enemy. Although wounded in this action
he remained with his unit until it was relieved, His outstanding leadership
and personal herolsn-repsatedly inspired his en and was primarily regponsible
for the success of the defense,

Sen Franciesco, Galifornia. _ >

_ JOHN Ei HARBERT, (ou0863L), First Lieutenant Ordnance Departmentg Head~ -
quarters 32nd Division, United States Army, For extraordinary heroism in
action near Cape Sudest, New Guinsa, on November 16, 1942, "When enemy air-
planes attacked and set fire to a emaell ehip, Pirst Lieutenant Barbert srzanized
h party of men to pull to shors a2 barge loaded with men and ammunitionl Through-
but repeated atrafinz by hostile planes, he refused 'to take cover and &dntinued
hie efforts, When flaming debris from explosione of munitions sboard the ghip
fell on the targe, hs remalned aboard and perscnally assieted in throwing the
frasments overboard and in extinguishing the flames,: His courags and calmnegs
set a heroic example to men who had socuzht cover and so ghtealied: and ingpired
them that work was resumed and the unloading of the badly needed ammunition on
the barsze was successfully accomplished, .
Home address; Mrs. Grace Hardvert (wife), i3 Uhion Court, Pontiao Miohigan,

HOEAS By KHQD (03h9328) First Llautenant 126th Infantry, Uriited
States Army,' For extraordinary herolgm in actlon nesr Buna, New Guinaa, on”
December 5, 1942, During an attack on Buna Village, First Lieutenant Knode
led his platoon.with conapicuous bravery, When wounded in the leg, he dig-
regarded the wound and continued to lead his platéon In the attack, When he
was agaln wounded, in the foot, and was unable to go en, he refused to be
evacuated until he had given final imstructions to his platoon,

Home address; Mra. Catherine Knode (wife}, 2216 Wisconsin _Avenue, N, w,,
Hashington b.C,

.........

..................

led a platoon in an attack on Buna Village ‘with conspicuous bravery. ‘In spite
of heavy enemy fire, he exposed himself without regard to his personal gafety,

in vrging his men forward in the attack, When severely wounded by a grenade,

he refused %o be evaCuated until he had given instructions %o his second-in-~
command ,

Home address; William Iutjens (father), 911 Marion Avenue, Biz gapid;, Michigan,

IVAN W, HENDERSON, (19059271), Corporal, 408th Bombardment Squadron, United
States Army, PFor exiraordinary herolem 1n action in New Guinea on May 28, 1gl2,
When the assigned gunner of the crew of a Bombardment airplane became ill,
Corporal Henderson volunteered for a dangerous combat -iasion as tall gunner,
Wnhen the formstion w a3 attrckedvover Lae airdrome by f.fteen enemy fighter
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1. AWARDS OF THB DISTINGUISA:D SER?ICm Z CROSS,

By direction of tha'Preszdent under thé provtsiona of the Acét of Cone
_gress approved July 9, 1918 (3ul,. Yo, 43, W,D,, 1918), the Distinguished o
. 8ervice Cross 14 awarded by fhe Oonmpnder—in—Chief Southwest Pacific Area, : A*;F

AR .

JOHN J, caamw (0126&33) Colonel, 1i4th Engineer Bettalion, Unitad

. ét&tes-Army. For extraordlnary heroiss in action near Cape. Sudest, New Gulnea

on November ‘16, 1942, When ériemy alrplanes attacked and set fire to a small 'ﬂ“f
ghip carrying United States Army personnel and supplieg, Colonel Carew s
personally organtzed a volunteer crew to re-man the ship's life-boat, which

, had already taken a number of men ashare, Without rezard to his personal

safety, he helped to row the boat toward one of the burning ships, in spite-
of repeated bombing and strafing by enemy planes, approaching 1t closely - .
~although explosions of ammunition uboard threw flaming debris in all directione.
Colonel Carew's leadership and courage saved the lives of several men and
inspired others to greater effort in rescuing survivors,
Home addregs: Mrs, Jennie ¥, Carew {wife), 24 George Street.
Medford Masaachusetts,_“_ﬂ.‘“_._n” s -

MERLE H, HowE (0131962), Liedtenant Colonel, General Staff Corps, Headn
quarters 32ad Diviaion United States Army, TFor extraordinary heroism in. .
action near Buna, Néw Guines, on December %, 1942, During an attack on Buna
Village, when nen of a rifle company short of company officers were checked
by heavy small arms and mortar fire at closa range, Lieutenant Colonel Howa -
personally exposed himself to the enenmy fire moving among the advanced groups -
and encouraging the men to resume the attack, He then led them in an attgmek, -
gaining ground which, held and consolidatad assisted materially in an. advancan
on the succeeding day, . e,
Home addressi Mrs, Virzinia Howe (wife), 621 ?lemina Street, S,g,,

Lo Grand Raplds, Michigan. '

: HERMAN J. £, BOTTCHLR (0838451}, Captnln Infantry (then Staff Sergeant..,;
Company H, 126th InfantryJ, Jaited Stntes Army. Poip extrnordinary heraism,ln‘
actlon near Bunz, New Guinca, during the period December 5 - 11, 19h2 ' (2
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I. (WiRDS F THE DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS.. ' o

By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Lct of Congress
approved 9 July 1918 (Bulletin No, 43, W.De, 1918), the Distinguished=3ervice
Cross is awarded by the Cornanding General, United States Lrny Forces in the
Far East, to the following nancd of ficers and enlisted men:

Licutcnant Colonol CHESTER M. BEAVER, {020887), (then Major), General
staff Corps, Headguarters 32d Infantry Division; United States Army. For
sxtracrdinary heroism in acticn ncer Buna, New Guinea, on 5 Decenmber 1942. -
ifter extensive ond usoful activity ot the hazard of his life during the battle
on 5%h December, Lieutenant Colenel Bosver, latc in the efternocon, crganized
‘a_patrol frun the Canncn Company, 128th Infantry, for an attenpt to outflank
) : an‘eneriy position. Crewling through nud and. water, under heavy fire, this
% patpgzliiorked its way within a hundred yards of Buna Village and materially
' " assisted the attack. Lieutenant Colonol Beaver's daring leadership was an
.inspiration to the nen of the command, .
Home address: Mrs. Gledys M, Bsaver (nother), 402 East Ninth Strest, Yankton,
: Scuth Dalkcta,

Colenel JOSEPH S. BRADLEY, (012428), General staff Corps, 324 Infentry
Division, United Statos Arny. For extraordinary herolsm in escticn near Buna,
New Guinea, on.28 Deccmber-1942;~"Tchfurther—an"attﬁck'by an infantry company
against a strongly forbified enemy arca, Colcnel Bradlev left his comand post,
went to the most forward positicns, persenally alded the progress of the attack,
and contributed naterially to its succosds. while under heavy eneny fire he
noved about among tho men continually risking his life to encourage and assist

. the advance in every way possible.
‘Home address: Mrs, Joscph 5. Bradley {wife), Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.

Private First Class JACK K. CUNNTNGHAM, (38046690), Company E, 127th
Infantry, United Stotes Lroy. For extraordinary heroism in action mear
Tarakena, Now Guinea, on 1l Januory 1943, Private First Cless Cunninghen,
with one other soldier, voluntoorsd to swinm the swollen and rapid Konombi
River at night in order tc tow a rope and sccure 1t %o the opposite bani, The
enemy was entrenched ecross the river, and detection mesnt exposure to heavy
fire, Despite the hazards, private First Class Cunninghan and his companion
qwan the forty-yard strean and $iud the ropo, thus assisting their unit to
axtablish a bridgo~heal. . .
Home address: Mrs. M. v Cunninghan {mothar), 2340 Honeysuckle, Fort Worth,

TexAasS. ' ' :
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wes wounrled in tnis a¢tinn by fraznenis from a rifle grenade, '
Homa address: Mrs. Dorothy Y. Smith {wife}, 209 3, Hewett Strect, Neillsvilie,
Wisconsin. '

Private LAWHENCE F. SPRAGUR, (3528007G), Conpany.C, 127th Infantry,
United States Arny. For extraordinary heroisn in seiin near Tarakena, New
Guinea, on 12 Januery 1943. Vcluntecring as a menber of a small patrel,
Private Sprogue gwan the swsllen and rapidly {lcwing Kenenbi River in troed
daylight and uncder heavy cnemy fire. With conplete disregard for his own safety |
and armed only with a pisfiol and hend grenades, he assisted in towing a rope

.to the ooposlte bank to aid the crossing of the river by a pleteon of infantry.
The succossful accomplishnent of this dangerous nissien permitted the advance
of the entire ccnpany and the sceurin; of a bridge-head on the opposite shore.
Home address: Hrs. Manle Spregue (nother), Tontogany, Chio.

r

II. AWARD (F CAK-LEAF_CLUSTER

By ¢irectirn of the President, in addition to the Distinguished-Service
- Cross awarded to Coptain Herman J. F. Bottcher, 1206th Infantry, by the Cornander-
in-Chief, Southwesi Pacific Area, as published on poge 1, General Orders Number
64, 1942, General Headquarters, Southwest Pacific Ares, a bronze Oak-leaf Cluster
is awarded to hin by thc Commanding General, United States hrmy Forces in the
Far Enst, undor the orovisions of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918
(Bulletin No. 43, W.D,, 1918). fthe citation is as follcws:

&/ Captnin HERMAN J. 7. gOTICHAER, (0888451), 126th Infantry, United States
Arny. For extruordinary hevosin in scetisn nenr Buna, New Guinea, om 20 Deccenber

1942. Although wounded the previous fay, Captain Bottcher velunteered te lcad
a detachment of infantry in an atiack cn an eneny .gbrong-point in terrain with
which. he was familiar, I carefully premcred the nen for the nttack, and then
encouraged them by his own cxanple to advance within twenly yards of the eneny
enplacements, When the patrel wes hold up by small arns fire in this advanceod
‘position, he stccd up without regard for his own safety ardl drew the enemy fire

. - - so that the patrol could nove Lo another area, He was again wounded during
this acti:n, Caphain 3atheher' s outotanding courage and leadership were an
inspiraticn o the men wnder his command, _
Home address: Mrs, Alize 26%tcher (aunt), 239 lansell Strect, San Francisco,

Colifcrnie,

TII, QITﬂTIONS FOR GALLANTRY IN ACTION.

By diréction of the President, under thn provisions of the Act of Congrass
approved 9 July 1618 (Dulletin Wo. 45, W.D., 1912), the follcwing named enlisted
nen are eited for gellantry in action end ecre entitled to wear the Silver Star

" Decoration. The citaticns are as fullows:

Staff Sergeant MILTON O, CLINE, (20650715}, Company K, 128th Infantry,
United -States Army, for galluntry in action near Buna, New Guinea, on 26
November 1942 and 5 Decemoper 1942,

Home address: Mrs, Blancne B, Cline (mether), Route No. 1, Woodford, Wisconsin.

gtaft Sergennt LOUIS i, PCILISTER, (201170}, Coupany A, 114th Engineer
Raltnlinn, United Suatos Artiy, For g=ilaukvy in sekion waar Runa, New Guinea,
on 28 Droemlw 1942, -
~ Honpe acddress: Mrs. Mary Pollister (wife), 166 Oak Stauat, Forleas., Muecachaonotbe
~ il m . ‘ !
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APTAINHERMAN J. " BOLT-
CHER lwas ' mortally wound-
ed, somewlpre in the FPhilippines.
The unié khich he commanded
had becen pub on 1eCoNNAiSsANce
behing thd Jap lmes for forty-
eight days| The proup had killed
seventy-flve Japs and hLad serit in
twelve prifoners, Now they Werc
yaturning fo their own lines.

It wes early mornine. Enemy
forces. oulnumbering ihe Amer-
jcans five o one, sent twe mach-
ine guhs © ass-firing on the Yanks
and shelled them with meortars.
when the tinit was three-quariers
surrounded, Capd. Boibtcher got up
to tell vhe'men on the firing line
to pull -out. A Jap motrtar shell
landed right under him and blew
off his leg.". .

A Jewlsh sergeant in the unit,
named Deyid Bindman. then lheld
the line aha directed fire 5 other
members bf the pairol carried the
dying caplaln away.

For - his! heroism In protecting
the fa'ta.llr-',tnjured captain, Sgt.

as been awarded the
Rronze Star.

“11s tried to gel us toleave him,”
Bindmon lsaid, “so we could get
out faster, But we ecouldn’'t have
done thai, -He was the kind of
soldter’ & man wotld die for.”

Wwhen the patrol gob to the
American lines with the captain’s
body, they learned that his pro-
mai;pn to the rank of major had
just: coil - Lbrough.
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helped evacunte the wounded
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Colone! Decorated for

‘Yitol Orientation Work
1T, COL., sSAMUEL JATOB

. BRISKIN, of 105 angeles, Cal., Is

o recipient of the Legion of Meril
for meritorTious gervice as Com-

manding Officer ot a photographic -

detachment. e helped to select
and train personnel for this work,
having had much techinical and
execulive expericnee with tha mo-
tion picture imdustry belore the
war.

“Throwgh the exercise of his un-
usuatl talents and ability,” said the
award citation, "he was largely
responsible for the production of
an imporiant sevies of orlentntion
fitms designed to crente o will Lo
win throughient the mililary ser-
vice.”

. %

Medicat Officer Hailed

For Valiant Service

MAIJOR HAROLD J. BARKER,
24, of Cleveland Helghls, O., has
bveen decarated with the Bronze
Star for heroism at New Georgia
Island in the Solomons.

He was sole medical officer at
an infantry casual camp and,
during combak with the enemy, he
rgistinguished himself by his ex-
ceptionally meritorious service in
the face of tremendous difficul-
ties in dulies above and beyond
the normal cali of his assignment.

He ministered Lo as many as 451
patients in pne day, visiting eacl
soldier in the camp at least once
avery 24 hours, and he worked
without sleep for days and nights
on end, cacrying outb his work,
despite enemy hombardiment,
shortagos of supplies, fack of
equipment, and shortage of per=-
sonnel.
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Cantain Herman J.F. Bottcher

“nlisted Serial No. 139085246 oOfficer's Serial No. 0888451

-

Company H, 126th. Infantry Regiment, 32d, Infantry Division
Company A, 127th. Infantry Regiment, 32d. Infantry Division
Reconnaissance Troop, 32d. Infanitry Division

Decorations: DSC w/1 01C, Purple Heart w/2 01C.

United States citizenship was of greatl cornwern to Herman J.F. Bottcher.
Born in Germany, he first migrated to Australia and then to San Francisco,
california, where he joilned the Carpenter's Union, worked as a cabinet
ma'cer Tor the Fmnorium Devartment Store and obtained his first papers

for citizenship. His parents were dead. His nearest ¥in was a sister and
annt vho aleco lived in San Fran~isco. He forfeited his citizenship when
he went to Snain and fought for the Republican forres in the Spanish Civil
War, Hoviever, Aue to his war rerord it is said that the U.5. Congress b
enreial art, grantec his citizenship (This is questionable. I have a latte
from Representative Melvin Price, member of Congress from Illinois, who
informs me that he checked with the Congressional Research Service {CRS},
on this matter, and in a letter to me dated December 10, 1985, Represent-
ative Price informed me that URS had checked the congressional files from
1942-1972 and found no mention of Herman J.F. Rottcher and citizenship

for him by act of congress)

Bottcher while serving as a staff Sergeant in the above division, did whil
in the vicinity of Buna, HNew Ouinez in the 5th and 6th of December 1042,
he vperformed his duties as an anting platoon leader in such 2 manner
that he was promoted the following month to the grade of Captain and

Apnorated with the Distinguished Service Cross.

One year later, in 1oLl while 1eading the *2d. Reconnissance Troop behind
the enemy lines on Leyte in the Phillippines he was fatally woundec DY

mortar fire,

Rerently the Veterane afminictiration advised me that Japtain Zotzct
taken out National Service Life Insurance on Octover 21, 1947, and Tnut
a beneficiary of the insuranc: Waz still being paid, but that they wars

not permitted to reveal the identity or address of this person.
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Moe Fishman re Herman Bottcher: Herman and 1 didn't meet up 110 Spatn.
I was already wounded in the Rrunete actien and in the hospitals till
July, 1938 when I went home. &axnxnxa&mxxaﬁkaxxﬁxmxak&xxixﬁﬁxxknax
Herman came to Spain sometime after Brunete.

He was part of the Lincoeln BAttalion during the retreats of March
1938 when large numbers of rmericans {amongst Spaniards and the
rest of the Ipeterpational Brigades) were killed or wounded. AFter
the actions Herman Boltcher was amon{ those "who received awards
from the Brigade and the Divisinn for wvutstanding courage and meri-
torious servirce in the face of the enemy . "

I met up with Herman in the spring of 1940 after having spent two
years in and out of hespitals in the New York area mending a bad
leg wound.

T went to work as assistant bookkeeper and helper in all departments.
One was in charge of volunteers for mailings. And sure enough, Herman
Bottcher was a consistent able helper for three months until he was
drafted in the Armv.

The next I heard he had received a field commission of captain in the
¢.8. Army for “extracrdinary heroism and leadership in action against
the Japanege in the South Pacific."®

He later was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. He died leading
his men on the island of Leyte in the Phillipines.

Farly on I became aware in Spain of the special drive or our German
comrades to fight faseism,and Hitler's German volunteers particularly.
They felt particularly driven to avenge their many comrades whe had
suffered undar Nazism, including themselves.

Through the years we have honored so many of our comrades who have
played sutstanding roles in the fight against fascism - in Spain -
in World war II - in the many Yyears since then at home and abroad.
Bottcher has held a special place in our hears. "He was a good mant"

Moe Fishman re U.$. Attorney General’'s Subversive List: In 1947,

Pres. Harry Truman, by Executive Order {Congress was not consulited)
had his then Attorney Ceneral, Hetvbert Brownell, issue a Subversive
List of some 300 organizations deemed to be "subversive® - some dating
back tco the U.S. Civil War. At the top of the list was the "abhraham
Lincoln Brigade™ and the last was thne "Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade."

Loyalty forms were then printed and distribated to all V.5, government
employees, listing all 300 organizations, and they wvere asked to
sear under ocath that they had not belonged or contributed to any
of these organizations. :

s e

If they said "yes", they were fired. If they said "no", they
were threatensd with prosecution with the use of informérs. and
faced jail terms.

This law was not enforced until Truman wen the election in 1948 and
his new Attorney General, Tom Clark, wWas the cnforcer.

The Joint Anti-Fascist REfugee Comm., which undertook to aid
spanish and international Brigade refugees ,after the defeat of the
1egally elected Spanish Republic, was the only organization to take

on the U.S. government in the courts to seek to consitutionaily
abolish the list.

They hired distinguiehed counsel and were thru the Federal courts

and on their way to the Appellate DPivision when two things intervened.

The Executive Board of the JARC was hauled before the House Un-American
Activities Comm. and they wound up fighting their right to withhold

the names of U.S. donors and anti-fascist Spaniards in Spain receiving

their generosity, on First Amendment grounds.And they lost and had

some 10 board members serve from 3 to 6 months in jail, especially

the leaders, Dr. Edward K. Barsky and Helen Bryan.

This is now 1950 and they are bound for jail and leooming in Congress
is passage of the McCarran Anti-Subversive actlvities Act, so they
dropped the suit against the Attorney-General's list.
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Personaiiy

Born and raised in Germany, Herman J.F. Bottcher gave
his life in battle for his adopted country.

raff Sergeant Herman J.E
Bottcher watched the
black bulk of a barge slide
slowly across the moonlit sea
from the Buna government
station west toward the village,
carrying reinforcements for
the Japanese garrison there.
Wirh the single machine gun
that his small command pos-
sessed, he began to stitch the
barge with bursts of fire,
Within moments, it was burn-
ing and dead in the wates, and
he swung the gun back to
point toward the beach. Ear-
lier, the men had heard Japa-
nese approaching from that
direceion and had driven
them off with grenades and
rifle and machine-gun fire,
Bom in 1909, Bottcher had
been raised in a Gennany shat-

tered by its defeat in World  Just promoted to the
War ). Rival gangs of Com-  receives the Distinguished Service Cross from Maj. Gen, William H.

By Michael D. Haydock
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temporary rank of captain, Herman J.

murnists and Nazis had clashed  Gill for hevoism in action at Buna in December 1942,

oy

F. Boticher

Spanish army. When he re-
wrned home, he found dhat
Lis application for citizenship
had been revoked because of
his parcicipation in the Span-
ish Civil War. Bottcher moved
in witly his aunt Alice in San
Francisco. He worked ar odd
jobs to finance bis studies in
architecrure at San Francisco
State College and was six cred-
its shorr of graduation when
the Japanese blasted the United
States into World War Il wirh
their atrack on Peart Harbor.
Bottcher tried ro enlist tm-
mediately, but it tock some
tfime to convince the U.S.
Army thar he was an accept-
able candidate, He was, as a
German citizen, an enenvy na-
tional, and his application for
American citizenship had al-
ready heen revoked. Afrer a
month, he managed o con-
vince the War Department of

frequently and violently int the
streets. He teained as a cabinetmaler and,
in 1928, left Germany for Austria. ‘Two
years later, he emigrated o the United
States, hoping for a better life and Ameri-
can citizenship. Even as he fought for his
adopred country, Bottcher was still a
German citizen, but not by choice; he was
determined to hecome an American.

Duriug the Grear Depression, Bottcher
first applicd to become a naturalized Ameri-
can. In 1936, when General Francisco
Praneo launched his fascist revolt apainst
the Spanish govermment, Bortcher knew
exactly which side he was on in thar fight.
“I've always hated dictators,” he later said.
He dropped his colege studies in Califor-
niaand enlisted for service in the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade of volunteers to fight
against Franca in Spain. [t was an uneven
contest, since the Franco forces were sup-
ported with anns and men by Adolf Hirler
and Benito Mussolini, while arms ship-
ments to the Loyalists were under embargo
by democratic mtions not yer awake to the
dangers of fascisin.

1n the 25 months that Bottcher spent in
Spain, he pasricipated in seven hattles. In
one, his brigade foughe for five days as the

& WORLD WAR L MARCH os

wen retreated through the towns of Bel-
chite, Caspe and Alcaniz. It was cut off five
rimes and fought its way out on each occa-
sion, only to retreat again. The battalion
kitchen was hlown up, and the men had no
foad for the entire duration of the retrear.
When the withdrawal was aver, Botichier
received commendations for “outstanding
courage and meritorious service in the face
of the cnemy.”

During the early (moming of September 24,
1938, Spanish troops of the 46th Division
replaced those of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade all along the line they were hold-
ing in the valiey of the Jarma River. The
Spanish povernment had determined that
the war would be fought by Spaniards
against Spaniards, and the international
brigades were 10 be repatriated. Boricher
joined the tong line of foreign veolunteers
heading to the bridges over the Ebro River
1o be sent home. Bereft of foreign volun-
reers and deprived of arms and munitions
by the embargo, the Spanish government
quickly fell to Franco's forces.

By the time he left Spain, Bottcher had
been wounded rwice, decorated three times
and promoted to the rank of major in the

his loyalty and was sent off ro
hasic tiaining, then assigned to the 32nd
Infantry Division, a former National Guard
unit from Michigan and Wisconsin that
had seen service during World War [ ac the
Second Barttle of the Marne. The 32nc
worc a shoulder patch that showed a red
arrow piercing a line, and the divisior
proudly boasted thar it had pierced even
enemy line it had ever faced.

The lines the 32nd would face in Worlc
War 1 would not be German. The Japa.
nese tide of conquest had swept over the
Philippines, the Fast Indies and the nortt

-cpast of New Guinea. It also threatenec

Australia and New Zealand, whose troop:
were far from howe, battling German Fielc
Marshal Erwin Rommel in North Africa
On April 22, 1942, a convoy of gray ship
slid out of San Francisco Harbor, and the
32nd was on its way to Australia.

As the 32nd infantry trained in Aus
tralia, Botrcher proved to the America
army that he was a soldier. He was rapidl
promoted to staff sergeant in the 2ad Bac
talion, 126th Regiment (2f126). His con
pany commander was Caprain “Handy
Hantlemann, with whom he would remais
close friends throughout his career. O
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Augwst 13, 1942, the Japanese on the morth
comst of New Guinen hegan a drive over dw
Owen Stanley Mountains toward Post
Moreshy, The 320 was moved to bases
east of Buna and tluow iato the battle—
except for Dottcher's unit. The 2/126 was
assigned 1o beat the Japanese back across
the Owen Stanteys. Conditions were hor-
rible. Tlie jungle mists kept them perpent-
ally wet. Their clathes grew leaden from
the rain and sprouted mold, and new shoes
rotted off their feet in five days. As many
men feli to dysentery as to criemy action.

By the time the Americans reachied the
notth coast near Puna after 42 days, most
had only their weapons and ammunition,
a mess cup and spoon, and the tatzered and
rotting remnants of the combat fatigues
they had set out in. The battle for Buna was
not going well, and the 2/126 was put into
the line almost immediately. The casualty
list sccadily lengthened.

Bottchei's group of 18 achieved the only

success during an all-out assaulton the Japa-
nese pasitions on December 5. Rather than
making a futite attack on the village, they
rook a position that gave them cornmand
of the beach berween the govermment sta-
tion and the village, set up their machine
gun and began to beat off repeated countes-
atracks. One of the first counterattacks
came from both directions at once, nearly
overwhelming them. In the middle of the
action, Bottcher calmly stood up and began
to fling hand grenades at both of the ad-
vancing forces. He was wounded but refused
to he evacuated, and the American pusition
held. For his capture of the commanding
position, which came to be known as
Botcher's Comes, and for directing its de-
fense from December 5 to 11, Herman
Bottcher received the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross—the second highest American
combat decoration. The commanding gen-
eral gave him a direct battlefield commission
as a rempotary captain in the U.S. Anmy,
while the machinery was sct in motion for
him to gain his citizenship so that the com-
mission could he made permanent.

“The assault on Puna was still stalled on
December 20, and Caprain Bottcher had
been wounded again on the preceding day.
That wound did not deter him from volun-
teering to lead a derachment of infantry in
an attack. He brought the detachment
within 20 yards of the enerny, but the artack
bogged down in a hail of Japanese small-
anms fire. Bottcher calmly stood 1p to draw
enemy fire so that the detachment could
move forward, and he was wounded again.

For this action, Pottcher received an oek
leaf cluster denoting a second award of the
Distinguished Service Cross. He was also
sent back to Australia for treatment of his
three wounds, one of which partially crip-
pled his right hand. Although his wounds
would have enabled him to aveid further
cornbat, Battcher rejoined the 32nd Divi-
sion in rime for the Battle of Altape, serv:
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A member of the 32nd Division fires at the Japanese sniper who douned his comrade. Bottcher
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led the 32nd Recon Troop while he vwas with the 32nd in New Guinea and the Philippines.

ing as commander of the 32nd Recon
Troop. During that battle, the recon troop
spent 37 days behind enemy liries, pene-
trating up to 36 miles. Afterward, the unit
boasted of its light casualties and pro-
claimed its faith in the captain with the
German accent. “If the Old Man wanted
us o enrer Manila Bay in a rubber boat, we
would go,” said Private Harold Endres of
the 3Znd Recon. “And, furthermore, we'd
bet that nothing would happen.”

During the Battle for Airape, Bottcher
found time to answer a letter from his old
friend "Handy” Hantlemann. He rold his
former commander: *| finally gor my [citi-
zenship) papers. 1 had almost given up
hope....1 can proudly raise rmy head and ex-
claim thar [ foughe for my right o call myself
an American.” Later in the same letter,
Botrcher wiote: “So far my lucky star hasn't
forsaken me. If my rime should come w0 go,
it'll be in the happy realization thar it was
for an ideal, for justice and freedom for all.”

With the Japanesc finally cleared from
New Guinea, the 32nd Division moved on
to the invasion of the Philippines. During
the battle to take Leyte, Bottcher's recon
troop spent 48 days behind enemy lines
ambushing parrols, destroying supply
durnps, and radioing division headquarters
with information vital to successful opera-
tions against the objectives at Kanaga and
Palompon. Bottcher and his men lived off
the land, killing game and buying food from
friendly Filipinos. During the entire opera-
tion they suffered only four casualries—
three wounded and one killed in a non-
combar accident.

By December 30, 1944, the Leyte cam-
paign was nearly over. Bottcher’s troops had
ot had any conract with cthe Japanese in
several days when they received a radio mes-
sage o retumn to division headquarrers the
next day. At 2:35 a.m. on December 31,

their camp was swepr with small-arms and
machine-gun fire and bombarded with
90mm mortar shells. A party of 300 Japa-
nese, trying to make their way to the beaches
to escape the island in small boats, had stuin-
bled onto the camp. Botrcher ralfied his men
to repel the initial assault, then began o or-
ganize a withdrawal to a stronger position.

Edwin Essman, Bottcher’s radioman, was
setting up his gear to get a message about
the actack off to division headquarters
when a mortar shell dropped directly into
the position. He heard Caprain Botreher
yell, “They've hlown my leg off!” One of
the company’s recon officers, Lieutenant
Royal Steele, puta tourniquet on Bottcher’s
leg, and the company medic, Sergeant
‘Tony Gaidosik, jabbed his caprain with a
shot of morphine as Botecher was ordering
the men to leave him and withdraw.

They withdrew, but they carried their
wounded leader with them to the new po-
sition. There, Gaidosik kept working on

- Botcher, teying to stop the bleeding. The

division surgeon, Colonel John F Wurz, gave
Gaidosik guidance over the radio, but the
wound and the bleeding were profound, and
the company's supply of plasimu had been
destroyed in the Japanese atrack. Captain
Herman Botcher died ar 6 a.m. on the last
day of 1944, His lucky srar had winked out.

The body of Herman ] .F Botteher, whose
fight for freedom and justice had taken him
from the stony hills of Spain to the steamy,
fetid jungles of New Guinea and the Ph ip-
pines, is buried under a simple cross, identi-
cal to thase that mark the graves of thousands
of his fellow American soldiers in che mil-
itary cemetery at Manila.

Long after Herman Bottcher died, Gen-
eral Roberr Eichelberger, who commanded
the American forces at Buna, wrote of hi m,
“He was one of the best Americans [ have
ever known." g
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ghorl years age supportcd @ United Mations resola-
tion cosndemining Franco Spuin, i teday wooing
the fazcist botchier with millions of Ametican dol-
Iars {yonr dollaks] as o bribe for H-boml bases.

Franeo couldn't destroy our outfit, bt France's
ally, the Eisenhower administration, liag sworn to
destroy us and send our officers to jail. So the
Lincoln Brigaders are back on the firing line
again—this time en the liome Froni—for refusal

to register as a “subversive” organization under
the McCarran Intermal Security Act of 1950,

THE McCarran Act was passed over President
Truman’s veto. He called it a “thought contrel®
measure, “the greatest danger to freedom of spoech,
press and assembly since 1he Alien and Sedition
Laws of 1798.”

Under the Act’a definition, you'rs “subversive™
if you and the Communist Party happen to agree
that the price of bread is too high, or on anything
else by even the remotest coincidence. To comply
aru] register s to declare yourself and vour organ.
ization “spies and sabotenrs™—by the Act’s own
definition of a **Coenununist Front.” Failure to reg-
igter is punishable by [ines and imprisonment. So
you're damned if you de and jailed if you don’t

Among the first of 264 organizations marked
for attack under the McCarran Act, the Veterans
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade will fight every
step of the way for ils right to exist, and for the
right to oppose Franco. These are the rights of
everyone in a democracy. If we lase, you lose.

Your supported uws 17 years apo, when we were
Facing fascist bullets in the front lines in Spain.
Your support now can help us win another hattle
egainst fascism.
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WHAT YOd (AN DE

WRITE your Congressmaon asking him to press
for the repeal of the McCurron Azt

PROTEST 10 the Subversive Activities Centrol
Board, 811 Verment Ave, NW., Wash,, D.C. de.
manding it find in cur faver. CLIP AND SEND
MESSAGE BELOW.

AND ABOVE AlLL WRITE ko the State Depart-
ment and lell Dulles that you are against Uniled
Stutes support and loans from your tox monies
te Franco Spoin.

KEEP THE VETS FREE TO FIGHT FASCISM

TQ THE HEARIMG OFFICERS, 5.4 .CB.
811 Yermont Ave., N.WY.
Washingten, D.C.

As the late Harold Ickes said: ™. . . they (the Yeterars
of the Abrahem Lincoln Brigade] were among the first
to see the menace of fascism, and certainly among the
first 1o offer their lives in en effert to halt this menuce.
In the last decade, they have been in the forefront of
all the batiles for derocracy, and they deterve the
best this country has to offer”

| feel thot efforts to brand them “subversive™ are a
betrayal of our democrotic heritage, ta which the Linesin
Brigade contributed at such great sacrifice, 1 thersfore
urg2 you 1o find in favor of the Yeterans of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade.

“Extraordinary Heroism” s e
Army’s citation for Ceptain Herman Boitcker, a
Vewran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigede, who
was awarded rhe Distinguished Service Cross for
bravery in Warld War 11

Captain Bottcher was killed in action In the
Battle for the Philippines. 1§ he had survived, ke
would have lived to hear the epithet “Subversive "
hurled ar him by the likes of MeCarthy and Me-

Carram.

Senator Pat McCarran, auther of the lmw wiiich
is being used to persecuie every anti-foscist or
ganization in the Urited Siaccs, proudly wears
France’s medel, for distinguished service to the
Spanisk: fascist dicteter. Ard Franec  himself
cherishes n few sentimentsl keepsakes from his
old buddy Adolf Hitler,

Pubilished by

Fhe Yeterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade

23 West 26th Street . Wew York 10, N. Y.

.
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