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RED ARROW R 41TAPE AND THE DRINIL

Battalion) was shipped to Blue Beach where it arrived on 15 May.
The rest of the regiment, together with rear vchelons of other 324
Division units, arrived at Aitape later in the month Larly in June
the 128th Infantry was released frem dts Alame Foree veserve
for Wakdi-Sarmi and reverted to the control of the 32d Divition
and the Persecution Task Force. j
To begin with, General Gill organized his defensive position around
Tadji airfield with the 126th RCT manning the West Sector, the 127t |
RCT responsible for the East Sector. On 10 June 1944, after the 128th RCT §
reverted to Division control, he created a Center Sector manned by the 128t B
between the other two, Regular patrolling about tc
lished, and outpost line of resistance and a main line of resisiance were B
designated and defensive positions organized behind them. '
Differene units of the 32d Division had fought the encmy at varios
times and places since September 1942, But this defense of
marked the first employment of the Division as o whole on a single mission. j
From the first, the East Sector was the most active one, Colonel Merde $
H. Howe, CO of the 127th Infantry, ook command of the sector un & May. g
On the 7th, the Nyaparake Force (Company €, reinfarced, of the 197 B
Infantry, under Captain Tally D. Fulmer :
inland. Reinforced on the 8th by a rifle platcon and a light-machine gun '
scetion from Company A, and aided by Seventh Fieet patrol craft and
RAAF P-40s, Captain Fulmer pushed the bulk of his
Increasing enemny opposition. Ou the night of 13-
struck his srnall command, The rest of Company A, under Captain Herman 3
Bottcher, who had won the DSC and battleficld promotion from Sergeant 4
during the Papuan campaign, had also been moved castward along the
coast. On the 14th, Captain Fulmer's force was surrounded and Captain
Bottcher's foree harassed by strong patrals. There was obviously no pointin
sacrificing these troops. Their reinforcement and supply was not practicable,
nor was the retention of their positions esscntial to the Division's principal |
missionr of defending Tadji airfield. So General Gil prorapily decided to
evacuate both detachments 1o Nyaparake by small craft
nexi day.
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On 19 May, Giil made further changes. He put Brigadier General 1
Clarence Martin, the assistant Division commander, in cominand of east -
sector and gave Captain Bottcher command of Nyaparake Force. This was
now to consist of Company A, 127h Infantry, and the 32d Reconnaissance
Troop. Company C was relieved from the farce,

Nyaparake Force came under strong cnemy attack on the 22nd and, in
accordance with his arders, Bottcher retired west along the coast during the
next few days, more than once having to fight hiy way out through end
cling forces. Convinced now that
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forced), and by this determined actior
tion of the Leyte Campaign.
Every officer and every enlisted man in the Division as well

as those attached PMayed a vitally srportant part in the Division’s
SuECess,

1 has shertened the comply-

I wish to compliment each individual and o express my
personal appreciation for the splendid work accomplished by y
them in this campaign. Without this covrdinated effort of each
individual the Division could not have been successiul.
~ 1 extend the Season’s Greetings te cach of you, and in g0
doing, express my confidence in Your continued success. May God
walch over you and help you through the strenwous days ahead.
With all of Highway No. 2 now in American hands, an X Co
order shifted the direction of advance of the 32d Divisi
the coast.

The 128th Iafantry, which |
Limon area and eliminating

1ad been busily engaged in scarching th
bypassed pockets of cnemy  troops, sty
patrols west on 23 December, And an the 24th, the 127th and 128th sta
toward the coast at 0800. Fortunatel _
ineflective for the terrain itself was almost encugh o stop the advan
Supply, which had been 2 major problem throughout the camipaign, w
how nearly impossible, Rations were sooa low or completely gone. It wast
a question of Christmas dinner but rather would they cat at all? i
problem was solved largely by the use of the artillery's “grasshoppers”—
little observation planes thal were certainly never designed as cargo &
riers. Although their drops were understandably not always accurate,
planes did get enough supplies to the doughboys to emable them to U
through to the coust.

On 29 Decerber, both regiments reached their objectives: The 1278
the high ground overlooking Antipolo Point; The 128th, the vicinity t
Compopo and Tabango Bays.
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to the south.
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A last tragic message came into the Division’s conumand post negg
Limon on the morning of 3| December 1944, just as it scemed as if
phrase, “Happy New Year” might have a litde meaning. Herman Bote)
the “fine combat soldier™ whem General Eichelherger had recommended
promoetion to captain from staff sergeant far his leadesship in the B
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Plalippine Islands campaign. O perating in the Ormoc Valley sector @
for a period of 43 days, THHE 32d CAVALRY RECONNAIS-
SANCE TROOP established a pairol base behind enemy fines and
néar his rear area installations. From this patrol base the troop con-
ducted numerous reconnaissance patrols, harassing raids, and
maintained obsarvation posts which directed long-range artitlery
fire on these installations and activities with devastaling result to
the enemy. Throughout the perivd operations were conducted
under the most adverse conditions of weather and terrgin, Heavy
rains, with difficull mountainous jungle tracks and intermingled
open valleys and forested mountains, made the movement of pa-
trols ever subject to fire from enemy troops which occupied the
area. The traop, operating with an average of 80 men from which
its patrols and command posis were drawn, was attacked by enemy
forces 14 times, but each attack was driven off and a total of 86
Japanese killed, with several hundred more being credited to ariil-
lery fire direcied by the traop’s observation posts. Ambushes sel
by the troop resulied in the capture of 11 prisoners of war for
intelligence interrogation. The havassing raids resulted in the de-
struction of three imporiant bridges over which the enemy was
mouving supplies, and the reconnaissance patrols pinpointed three
aritllery positions upon which counterbatiery fire was placed. Pa-
trols also furnished information on troop movements and concen-
trations in the Ormoc Valley from Valencia 1o Lonoy and wesl to
Palompon. This information, because of its limeliness and accuracy,
permitted large scale tactical planning which contributed preatly
to the utter defeat of the Japanese troops resisting in the upper
Ormoc Valley and the final coliapse of all enemy resistance on
Leyte.

This terminated for the 32d Division a campaign which had, in Generd
Krueger's words, “made inordinate demands upon the troops,” but
was little time available for rest, rehabilitation, and training. Sixth Arm
next objective was Luzon, and the 32d had its place in Krueger's pla
The first step was the assembly of the Division in the Carigara - Pinamsy;
poan arca along the shores of Carigara Bay.

The Leyte Campaign appears to have marked for the 32d Division it
emergence from a sometimes hewildered and often scattered group of unifg
into an integrated division capable of smooth teamplay. It had learned f§
adjust sound tactical principles and technigues to meet the peculiarities
Japanese combat methods and the unusual difficulties imposed by terraif
and climate. The individual soldier had learned the importance of sanity
tion discipline. There had been less mixing of units and a correspondinglg
smoother functioning of normal chains of command. Improvisaiion to mes
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