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ANNEX #9?
G-2 REPORT

l. GENERAL:

The information of the enemy on LUZON and the terrain under his
contrrl wes, prior to the pivisionts participation, of a general
nature only. fThe employment of the Division in the LUZoN campaign
had been anticipated for & period of months, snd much information SonN
cerning grder of pattle end general enemy activities throughout the
island had besn accumulated. During this periocd it was impossible
to select any one ares for & detailed study; either as to enemy activ-
ities or terreins The information of the snamy received during this
period came from periddic reports published by Headquarters §ixth
Army, GHQ, SWPA, and terrain studies published by (HG, SWPA. Upon
the completion of the Leyte engagement on 7 January, 1845, o detailed
study of the LINGAYEN CULF srea was started; and the G2 estimate of
the enemy situation on LyZON, which had been prepared by G-2, fixth
Army, was utilized for orientation and briefing of all regimental and
battalion g-2s.

2. INTELLIGENCE DURING PLANNING PHASE:
2  Training,

The intelligence organization of the 32d Division was con-
structed about veteran personnel. Practically all of the regimental
end battalion §-25 had besn extensively trained- in intelligence
schools in pustralia, and had gained actual battle experiemce in
the performance of their duties throughout the SAIDOR, AITAPE, and
LEYTE engagements. Following each of these operations critigue
periods were held and, at the completion of the LEYTE cempalgn, a
one week scheocl was condusted which all of the 8-2s8 attended. AL
this sohool the problsms encountered and procedures developed dur-
ing the LEYTE campaign were discussod and critiqued, and plans were
formilated for the intelligence cperations during the coming LUZON
campaign. Specialized training of intelligence agencies, I & R
plateoons, and the 324 Division Reconnaissance Troop was conducted
after cach of the operations mentioned, in an effort 4o correct
the deficiencies noted during those operaticns, although following
the LEYTE campaign this training was limited by the £imo factor.
Again the Division was fortunate in having these recomnaissance
agencies largely comprised of brained personnel,

b, General Information of the Enemy,

As soon as the Division was alerted for its movemont to
LUZON & complete last minute orientation on the disposition of enenmy
forces on the island was given to all §=2s, with emphasis plaged on
the areas in which it was believed tho Division might be committed.
4 complets distridution of terrain studies and terrain hand hooks
was made to all subordinate units. During the wecks! schooling 6
brief period was devoted each morning to informeticn and diseussion
of the current progress of our troops, and the opposition they were
recoiving on 1LUZON. :
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INTELLIGENCE DURING THE OPERATION,

B

Problems Ehcounterad;

(1)

{2)

Hapsy Lending on LUZON on 27 January 19456, the pivi- .
Bioh rapidly advanced across all of its area of cpera-
tion which had boen adequatsly mapped. By the Sth of
February, loading slements of the Division were prob-
ing into the mountains along the southern ond of the
VILLA VERDE TRAILs This ares had not been properly
or correctly mapped, and it was approximately fifteen
daya - before the Division was able %o receive even
partial photography of the aroa in which it was fight-
ing. fThe only awvailable map of the aree was ons of a
scals of 1,;250,000 which was entirely unsuitsble for
the use of small units. It was necessary for the
Aerial photo Tnterpretation Team, attached to the Div-
ision, to prepare 1;10,000 maps of the arsa in which
the +troops wore engaged with the snemy. fThese maps
proved highly satisfactory from a standpoint of accur-
acy and detail, but reprodustion facilities limited
the number availeble for distribution. As the opera-
tion progressed 1;50,000 meps were prepared by Corps
Engineers, fThe quantity of these meps was always
ample but the quality and sccuracy left much to be
desirsd, and the photo Interpretation Team of this
pivision end the §-«2 sections of the regiments con=-
tinued to prepare maps of approximately 1,10,000
scale ef the operational area. This expedient proved
sabisgfactory until the enemy's mein line of resist-
ance was encountered in the SALACSAC PASS #1 and #2
area, Here tho contoured maps in scals of 1,;10,000
or 1450,000 did not furnish the amount of dstail
nesded for & coordinated attack on the enemyts defen-
sive positions, The Division APl Team prepared a
photo mosaic map, scele 110,000, which was printed
by (torps Enginesrs. This meap was later improved by
overprinting hill numbers upon it, which did muech to
provide closar coordination between unlts during the
engagement, It is felt that in future eperations

-where the snemy is offering a strong resistance, &

map of this nature should be prepared immediately
upon encountering the enemy'z main defensive inastal-
lationa.

Alry A8 in previous operations where the enemy chose
& defond in mountainous jungls terrazin, aerial recon-
raissance wes found to be of little value. High spesd
planses weore uneble to detect movements, positions, or
installations in this type of terrain. As the enemy
was aware of our air superiority, he did not conduct
troop or supply movementas of any oonsegquence during
daylight hours. ©n those air missions requestsd, ob-
sorvations made wsre not reported directly to tha
Division and the information gathsred was known only
when it eppeared in Army G-2 Roports rocelved en an
evorage of two days after the observationm. As it
happonod, thore were no instances in whioch the infore
nation sbtained required any specific action on the
pert of the Division. But, had there been such
gightings, the dselay in regoipt of the information
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(3)

(%)

would not have permitted prompit, effsctive ground

action. {(ub planes were likewise unsble to provide

much information of the enemyts activities. plthough

these pianes were kept over the snemy's area continuale

ly, they seldom mede siphtings of any consequence, .
Qccasionally thoy would detect scattered troop move-

ments, but these enemy groups quickly dispersed into

the dense growth., It was difficult to get 2 compre-

hensive intelligence picture from these cub sightings.

Ground patrols in the VILLA VYERDE TRAYL Operation; As
TR AT Previous ongOgements in Which This Division
has participated, it was found that the most depsnd-
able sources of information to a §-2 are the ground
patrols probing into the enemyts position. In no
othor sngegement has the necessity for trained patrol -
loaders been so epphrent. Meny junior officers off
the Divison were lost during the engagement; casual-
ties, promotions, transfers, and rotation were respon~-
8ible for a lerge turnover in patrol leaders, AS
these triained junlor officers disappeared, the effice
itnoy of our scouting and patrolling diminished rapid-
ly, end grew progresaively worse as the sngagement
continued. Under combet conditions it 13 conceivably
pessible that any men in a unit may become the come
mander of that umit. yPnless all men are thoroughly
troined to accept this responsibility, the leadership
they can give is of negligible value., fhorough train-
ing in scouting and patrolling is of vital importance,
and the importancs of junior leadership ocan not be
rated too highly. In this operation the pivision was
opposod by an enemy who was fully awere of the value
of counter=reconnaissence, and whe had troops avail-
able to maintain an effective countor-reconnaissance:-
seroen through which only the most determined patrols
could penetrate. gmall patrols appeared to have

more suocess at penetrating this sereen, but lecked
determination in reaching distent objectives. Larger
patrols mest often became engaged on the line of
enemy oubtposts. Small patroles usually conuisted of
one Lo three men accompanied by one to six Filipine
civilians, or gusrrillas., The larger reeconnaissance
patrol varied in size from elght to fifteen men..

The distances that patrols were able to cover depende
ed primarily on ths type of terrain in which they
were cperating. Some patrola were sble to move five
or six miles in & day while in other casaes 2000 yards
through densely forested mountains was considered
good going. Night patrolling in this partioular en=-
gagement was not successful. It was attempted in a
number of cases, but usually the patrols were detect-
ed and drew fire, or wers driven off prior to reach-
ing a point from which they could accomplish their
mission. @Generally, night patrelling in jungle
terrain has provsd unsatisfactory.

Decumentsy; Captured documents wore of immediate and

primary importance throughout the operaticn. fthe

enemy policy of committing his troops in a piece-
meal manner, wmixing line and service %roops indis-
criminately, made ceptured documents the c¢nly reliasble
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basis for any overall estimate of strength ¢r dispositions.
The Order of Battle, Inclosure 8, to this report outlines
the composition of these enemy forcesi information which
would have beon impossible to compile without access to
Joapaness racords., .

The great difficulty in obtauining documenys during
tho oporation was the fact that the Division, generally
speaking, is no longer “souvenir conseious". 4 unit in }
battle for the first time avidly collects overything. The
men of the 32d Division, having had five operations in
which to cbtain souvenirs, have become careless in searche
ing enemy dead. It became necassary, towards the end
of the operation, to check individually as to whethsr each
dap killed hod been searched. It was found profiteable
to estoablish ambush patrols for the burpose of Killing
messengors ond securing the documents which they carried;
in one instance important Jap messages signed as late as
11307 in the morning were captured, translated and in the
Division gommandert's hands by 16007 that afternoon.

 (5) prisoners of Wary During the one hundred and twenty

days of The VILLA VERDE TRAIL operation, tho 32d pivision
kkilled over eight thousand end nine hundred Japs, and
captursd fifty two prisoners, Roughly, this is a ratio
of one Py for évery one hundred and seventy-five anemy
killed. This is consistent with our previcus experionces
in ettempting te securc prisoners, Japanese soldiers
profer to die rather than be captured, Ambush sites were
established, and patrols manned those ambushes for as
long as ten days at o time without sscuring & prisoner.
Japs were in the arsa and usad the tranils which were ame
bushed, but when capture beceme imminent thay destroyed
themselves, or were killed in the ensuing fight, ;s in
past operations, the bulk of prisoners captured were sick
or wounded and hud besn away from their umits for ten

Yo rifteen days, and were able to provide little infor-
mation of tactical importance., Thousands of surrsnder
and propegonda leaflets were dropped by plane and some
leaflets were also fired into enemy positions in 105mm
projoctiles, but of the fifty-two prisoners captured dure
ing tho operation, only thrae indiceted that they had
been influenced by the contents of the surrendsr leaflets,

b.  Beployment of the Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop,

During the initial stages of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL Operation,
the 32d Reconnaissance Troop was employed on an independent recomnai-
ssance mission. The Troop was based in the vieinity of VALDEZ and
DEPLLO, far to the cast of our advanced elements, then operating in
tho SANTA MARIA and NATIVIDAD areas. The Troop established a perimeter
on the crest of a mountain ridge overlooking Highway #8. Prom this
point it maintained observation posts esnd dispatched patrols to High-
way #5.%0 harass enemy forces moving north elong the ‘Highway. Through-
out this mission the Troop gained much valuable information songerning
eneny movenments and placed highly effective artillery fire on the
enemy personnel and supply trains. The Troop remeined in. this advancsd
area for approximately a month and was then withdrawn for a short
period of rehabilitation. It was later dispatched on a similar
mission to the other flank of the Division, north of the VILL, VERDE
TRAIL. oOn this flank the enemy had established a most effective
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counter-reconnaissance sereen, and the Tpoop was eble 1o penetrate
this screon with only one or two very small patrols. The-aggressive-
ness of the enemy in this ares prohibited the Troop opsrating from a
base, as it had on tho, other flenk. After two weeks of unsuccessful
wiuempts to reach the enemy's inmer zone, the Tyroop was moved into
the front lines of the forword infantry units where it wos used to
supplement the combat reconnalssance of the infantry. fThe Troop con~
tinued on this mission until the end of the operation and, although
its performance wis outstanding in the execution of these close=in
reconnaissance patrols, it did not accomplish as much for the overall
picture of the operation as it had while conducting the independent
long range missions earlier in the canpaign. When operating within
en infantry zone of action the possibility of maeking infantry=-
supporting artillery fire is always present, For this reason & po-
comnaissance troop cperating on such a mission should be attached

to the infantry regiment for closer coordination and control.

4. SUMMARY OF LESSONS LEARNED;

(1) Eerly end aggressive sction should bs taken by the Divi-
sion -2 to obtain maps and photography of the area in
which the Divisicn is operating., Initial successes in
tn operation may exceed expectetions, ond & commandeyr
may soon find his troops out of the ares which hes heen
correctly mapped. Proper ccordination of a military
operation can not be achieved without accurate maps.

The Division -2 Section is capable of producing limited
numbers of fairly saccurate maps of a lerge senla, but it
can not produce maps in sufficient quantity 4o meet the
needs of a moving Division.

b. photography,

Tho value cof merial photography in mountainous terrain cen
not be over emphasized. At least two sets of photos per infentry
battalion and five sets per artillery battelion are needsd for initial
terrain studies. In & static situation re-runs should be Jeds of
the enemy's arca at lenst once a week and distribution should be
made to Division Artillery ¥g and sach artillery battalion. gbligque
photography wos not found highly useful in this operation aslthough
the Divisicn artillery Hq should be equipped with o ¥-17 camers to
permit taking ocblique pictures of pinpoint targets from artillery
observation planos. '

c. Ground Patrols,

Emphatic orders should be issued and definite missions assigned
ground patrols; the accomplishment of these missions .should be
bggressively and constantly checked by the Regimental §-2. fTrained
leaders are o necessity for suceessful phtrolling.

'd. The Division Reconnsissance Treop should he used on
Indopendent JIssionsy

L G~2 is wastihs one of the best long range recomnaissence
agencios ot his disposal when he uses tho Treop to conduct close-in
combat reconnuissance which can be conducted by infantry patrols.,
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s, Captured documents are a valusble source of information, bub
the documents will not be colleoted by lower echelons without constant -
“nd vigorous supsrvising action by higher headquarters.

(1) Patrols and embushes should be dispatched with the
specific mission of getting documents carried by

messengers,

{2) Ascertain that every Jap killed, or every CP overrun is
ssearched thoroughly for documents.
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-JAPANESE DEFENSIVE TACTICS ALONG THE VILLA VERDE TRAIL

For the past six months, throughout the entire theater, the enemy
has seriously studied defense tactics. 0On 1evte his defense in
depth, though hastily constructed, indicated thet he was gradually
realizing the waste and futility of the Banzal attagk, Jupsnese
operations along the VILLA VERDE TRAIL were almost entirely defensive.
The terrain throughout this area wes ideally suited for such war-
fare. The sharp, knife-cdged ridges and the heavily wooded ravines
afforded the enemy ample opportunity to construct elaborate defen=
sive installations. The Jap divided his zone of =action inlo an
outpost line, o main line of resistance and rear aroas. The outpost
line ccnsisted of a series of well emplaced, strongly held ridge
positions, mutually supporting each other by fire. Thess pesitions
were so located that thoy commanded the approach routes to the main
line of resistance. FHach outpost was in itself o defensive island,
with its own supply and ammunition reserve within its perimeter.

The main line of resistance extending generally Neorth and South
through the SALACSAC PASS area was on enlarpement of the Jap oubpost
plan and was constructed aleng alpokbone of high ridges. Each hill
was honeycombed with caves and emplacements. Not only were those
defensas used as firing points, but living and working quarters were
built underground and in many instances the positions were constructed
s6 that the enemy might go from one to ancthor witheut even appsars
ing sbove the ground. Supplies were stored in these caves and many
oftset tunmnels were dug to give odditional protection. The enomy
establisned artillery piecces within these ceves, rolling the piece
to the cavo mouth to fire and then withdrawing the gun into the
interior, These tadtics made a direct hit by our counter-battery
fire neceasary in ordsr to nsutrelize the enemy piccs.

In his rear arenas the Japs attemptod to build up large quantities
of supplies and ammunition. Apperently realizing that he would be
unsble to maintain his supply lines in the face of our air power and
ertillery fire, he stored as much military materiel ag possible
irmediately behind his defense positions duriag the early stages of
the operation., He utilized all aveilablc menpower throughout ths
enpagement as carrying perties, in an effort to supplemont these
supply dumps., '

The snemy resisted bitterly from sach suscessive terrain fea-
ture, as his outposts were slowly pushed back townrds his main lins
of defense. Hg invariably counterattacked each newly won perimeter,
often making threo or four assaults in one night. These attacks
were seldom in force; usually consisting of smell groups, armed with
hand-grenides and demolitions and supported by one or two light machine
guns, He defended his main line of resistance with fenatical zeal.
gech enomy strongpoint fought to the last. The Jap remained in his
cave or cmplaccment until heo was destroyed or buried alive by
deneclition charges. :

For the first time the 324 Division was confronted with massed
Jap artillery. Barly in the fight for the Trall, ths Japs would
cease artillery fire whenevoer cub planes were in position to adjust
countor-battery. AS the cperation progressed and the ettack ngeinst
the main line of resisbance began, this caution was disregarded and
Japaneso artillery Pire became inercasingly hewvy. throughout the entire
operation tho enemy mainteined observation pests oz the kigh
YAMASHITA RIDGE to the North; and their artillery fire was constently
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aocurate, There was alse evidence that the Jap had pre-sdjusted on

many of his outpost hills. Invarisbly, our units closing in on these
positions, received accurate surpriss conoentrations placed indescrime
inately on both our own and enemy troops. Dhserversbattery sommunication
was apparently more efficient during this cperation than at Leyte, for
here the Jap wms often able to interdict supply and litter trains with
surprise fire.

The Jaopenese attempts at offensive action consisted primerily of
amell caounter-attacks and suiside infiltration raids. His counter-
attacks, usuelly launched in the early morning or at dawn, were for the
moat part disorganized and peoorly executeds Thess wers conducted by
small groups and intended to fesl out and harass our perimetors. fThe
suicide and raiding parties wore designed to work well within our rear
areas and intended to destroy artillery positions or wvariocus other
rear installations, These also had little more then a miisance value,
although copbured documents indicate that the Jup command considerod
them very effective. The flowing reports turned in by those members
of these ralding parties who were fortunate enough %o return to their
baso evidently convinced the Japancse command pest that they were inw-
flicting extreme damage, and may partially asccount for the prevalence
of such raida, -

It is diffioult to understand why the enemy failed to utilize
the aizeable unit he mainteined in the YAMASHITA RIDGE orea. It was
impossible for us to disregerd this as a potential striking forcs,
- although, exoept for scottered small infiltration or suicide parties,
tho wnit was &t no time offensively minded. Had it been so, tho Jap
could have lmmensurably hindered our movement, and possibly placed and
held a strong road block on the Trail itself. Instsad, the enemy
appeared satisficd to spasmodically interdict the Trail with leng range
machine gun fire, and throw back cur poobing patrols investigeting his
positions. Probably the many smell suicide parties dispatohed from
the YAMASHITA RIDGE Unit were sont cut in an effort to sliminate namecs
from the ration list, rather than with any expectation of materially
injuring our rear installations. Such units were not expeetsd to return.

In addition to his heavy artillery, the Jap employed SOmm mortar
and flat trajectory 47mm fire as support for his operations. The 90mm.
morier was an e ffective weapon and the Jap proved to be very scourate
with it. This hortar was highly respected by our troops. The 47mm
AT pun was used fer placing interdieting fire on the Trail and on our
supply trains. The Jap slsoc employed it for harassing fire on our
perimeters and patrols, This weapon was not considered to be too
effective by our troops, as a foxhole or cave provided adequate pro-
tection from its fire.’ , .

Generally speaking, the enemy defensive scheme along the VILLA
VERDE TRAIL was sound, JIts downfalliwes due primarily %o & break
down in his supply system, a delay in reinforoing vulnerable positions,
and & piece-moal committment of reserves whem he deemsd their employ~
ment necessary, He failed to fully exploit our extended supply lines,
and wagted his manpower in ineffective suicide raids. His wtrategic
positions in the Trail area were gradually outflanked by our advances
along Highway #5 and in the BAGUI( =2rea, All these factors combined
%o neutralize his position and led aventuslly to the downfall of his
entire defensive system along the VILLA VERDE TRAIL. '
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52d COUNTER INTELLIGENCE CORPS DETACHMENT
REFORT

Mombors of the 32d Counter Intelligence (orps Detachment
moved from LEYTE b0 LUZON with the 324 Division, The detechment
wag subdivided inte a headquarters section, which travelsd with
Division geadquarters, and three rsgimental sections, each of
which traveled as a part of the headquarters of cne infantry
. regiment.

pa 30 January 1945, the sections with the 127 and 128 In-
fantry pogiments moved to the BINALONAN, PANGASINAN area, follows
ing closely after the combat troopg of the pivision es they move .
ad through the newly liberated itowns of BINALONAN, ASINGAN and !
SAN MANUEL, and quickly liberated SAN NICOLAS, TAYUG, NATIVIDAD
and SAN QUINTINe In each of thess towns, the agents of the de-
tachment searched ell municipel buildings, former Japenese in-
stallations, and homes of puppet municipal officials for docu~
nents of tactical or counter intelligence walue,

one Japanesae document found in the muniecipel building at
TAYUG was headed "Sketch of Secret Apents Network, It cone
slsted of a sketch map of eastern PANGASINAN, with names of
Filipinos who supposadly acted as informers for the Japanese
written on the map. Investigations of all persons listed dis-
closced that these mon were considered by the Jepanese goarrison
commandor to be trusted sgents. Acbtually, all were sither
guerrillae or working closely with gusrrillas, and'raporggng
falge informetion to the Japenese. |

shoritly aftor the liberation of these Lowns, meny ocivil-
laps roturned from their hiding in the country and the hills,
The CIC, after running loyalty checks on all prominent person~
alities, appointed temporary local goverpments to function un-
til PeAY units crrived.

During the first deays in the sector, contacts wers made .
with guerrilla officers, and much information regarding the
activities of local citizens during the ocoupation wes obtained.
Tactical commenders were assistsd in organizing road blocks to
pravent unauthorized movement of civilians intc enemy territery.

48 the initial sesurity phase finished, the work of thor-
oughly investigating persons. charged with aiding the enemy be-
gan. It was found that a large mumber were guilty of dignified
aoquisscence; thet rolatively few had practiced wholehearted
collaboration. Thore were considersbly fewer Japanese sympathe
izers in this sector than in other adjacent territoriea; the
mein reason probably being the proximity of mountainous country,
which pormitted guerrilla groups & chance to disperss, yebt still
meintain & close watch over the sector. The Sakdal-Genep, Mak=-
apili, or Hukbalahap movoments hed no strength in this territory,

gno source of information was & guerrills intelligonee
group oconsisting of Iporot oivilians from NUEVL VISCAYA PROVINCE
headed by Lt. Rufine P. Mejia. Those mon made frequent trips to -
WUEVA VISCAYA and returned with mueh tactical and counter intels
ligence inf'ormation. Several air strilkes wore made against ene
emy targets located by this group.

The detachment processed a large number of evacuses from
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BENCUET and WUEVA VISCAYA PROVINCES and 1ssued awout feur hundred
gransportation passes %o mem®ers of the Philippine Army and Con-
stabulary, aunthorizing them to procesd to replacement centers and
other military locations. At the request of the A G of 8, G2,
detachment personnel alsc mssisted in the administration of guer-
rilla units attached to the Division, '

Through~ut the operation, pericdic checks were made en the
gecurity of command posts and beadquarters. FEducational prog-
roms, designed to teach civilians how they covld help in secur-
ing the militery mission, were cerried oul,

The campaign just finished offered many problems new %o
CIC in this Division. In the Few Guinee cempaign there were no
civilian problems, and the primary mission of the CIC was main-
taining security of information among troop units and assisting
in the collection of documents. In LEYTE, the Division operat-
ed in 1lightly populated areas and CIC functions were nob great-
ly expanded over Wew (uinea. In LUZON, however, s thickly pop-
ulated ares was recovered from the Japanese, who for three
years had attempted to impress thelr way of life upon the in-
hebitants. It was necessary to use %o full edvanisge the train-
ing provided CIC egents, in order to secure the millitery miss-
ion ngainst espionage and sabotage activitles of enemy collab-
orntionists. The Division CIC team, although for the most part
inexperienced in this type of work, quiekly lesrned methods and
procednree necessnry for dealing with the situation.

The past campsign pointed out several considerations which
must be kept in mind in future operations. The work with evac-
vees proved that valuasble tactical information can be obtnined
from civiliang, providing the ngent can intelligently sift the
truth from non-egsential rumors or gussses. A great deal of
difficulty woe encountered in getting %rue and exact informa=
tion from Filipinos. Their stories are very apt tc be swayed
by personel emmity, political animosity, sectional rivalry and
imagination. It was soon learned that 1t was necessary %o
thoroughly cross examine all informants to get acourate de-
tails. It is adbsolutely essential that agents keep abdbreast of
the tacticnl situction in order to intelligently accomplish
thelr misaion. :
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1718t LLNGU..GE DETACHMENT REPORT

1. THE OPERATION:

The VILL: VERDE TRAIL operation, from the standpoint of the fane
guage Detachment, was unique. This was due to a multiple of circunw
stances, such as, terrain, length of the operation, enomy dispositions,
hotrogenecus units smployed by the onemy, technique of using cgodc
noncs for positions and the quantity and quality of both prisoners of
wor end captiured documents. All of tho above were peculiar to this
operation end to the Lenguago Dotoohment. This engagement brought
forth all of the various ramifications that may fver be ensountored
by langusge specialists, pfxeollent accomplishments woro attained and
numercus quandries, satisfactorily toruinated, taught exocllent
lossons. The function of tho pobachment was totranslate capturad
eneny docuwaunts and interrogate prisoners of war. The prinary pur-
pose being the obtaining of enemy intelligence that is of tactieal
valuw $0 our forces and disseminating this material in an aceuratc
and rapid manncr. In this sonnection, tho Language Detachment ro-
perts formed a largo portion of the (-2 Poriodic,

4+ PRISONERS OF WiR:

8, Difficulties Involvod,

buring tho VILL. VERDE TR/II, operation, a host of problemns
ocourred in eonnection with Jupanese Psiy., Firstly, thoy wore dife-
ficult to obtain, In the four months of the Divisionts cormitmont,
8 total of only fifty-onc psW were taken. The first fiftesn Paii
were fromsectors othor than the VILL. VERDE TR.IL. However, much
important information wes obtained from tho carly prisoners of weor
in cennec¢tion with the [ MB.YLB.IG RIVER,; TERBO arom that was of in-
portanco to tho 126th Infantry, ot that time udvuncing up the wost-
ern part of the Division sector. To one who is fumiliar with the
extremely diffieult torrain -« ospecially in the VILL.. VERDE ares,
it is quite understandable why prisoners of wur werc a rarity and
difficult to procurc. WNot only did the enemy have command of the
high ground, in the most rugged terrain yet encountorcd in this wWar,
but he wus also well imbued with a Ydo and dic" spirit ond had besn.
woll indectrinated in the Jap theory that 1,8, Forces would torture
and kill prisonera of war. Those factors no doubt ployed a major
part in the searcity of prisoners of wur. Meny prilsonors inquired
of interrogators when thoy were to be killed, and when assurcd they
would be accorded good troatment found it difficult to bolieve.
The nunber of prisoncrs of war who voluntarily surrendored wis ole
most nil, the total boing three. Many hoed read propegands leafe
lets but did not react favorably, our troops were made awors of
the valuc of prisoners of wer, und werc given an incentive in the
form of o pass for sapturing prisoners of war, und this undoubtedly
odded to the Divibiocuts amall total., Qne sergeant captured o pris-
oner on three different cccasions.

b. Quality and condition;

Secondly, the physical condition of the prisonsrs of war in
this operation was particularly poor, Of the totul of fiftyw~ono,
thirty~three wero either sick or suffering from wounds, in many ine
stanoes both wore involved.  Six prisoncrs of wer out of this thirty-
three died, sither before interrogation could be completed or shertly
thoreafter, Melariu end beri-hori were the principal discoses en-
countered. Many prisoners of wor had récoived no Japanese medical
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nid and wers sorely in need of sttention. Thoy expressed profound
gratitude for the V.8, modical troatment which they received, Lua
to their poor condition, interrogaticns were carried out under tho
nost extremo difficulties, cfton on route to and ot the hospitals.
Every offort was alwanys made to obtain a complete and accurate ro-
port. This often took an unusually long period as many prisoncrs of
war nad to undorgo surgory, and tho majority had great difficulty
in conversing or in examining maps. .

c. Inforoation derived:

In the majority of cases, prisoners of war wore cooporative
and guve what informstion they possessod freely, lony had not boen
in the sector long and as a largo portion of their movements waro
carried out at night, their knowledgo of the soctor wes below aver-
age. Due to tho hetrogenaous composition of tThoir units, it wos
giffieult for them o determine accurately the various comaands.

The tobal prisonsrs of war represented over thirty-five different
units whioh included Infantry, iir 8ignel, Motor Tronsport, Metcor-
ological, Provisional Units, inti-tunk, Neval .ir, Line of Communica-
tion, Civilian Vetorinarian attoched to 1l4th area irmy Hq, Mobile
Infantry, armored Units, Railroad Units, znd iobile sirtillery.

Truly, & oross-section of the onomy forces opposing the Divigion

in this operation, In this respest, it differed groeatly from the
LEYTE operation, as hers wo oncountered units of bastard composition,
whereas in LEYTR, it followed the pattern of the Jup lst Division
with which wo wers primarily ongageds Two=hundred eighty-seven
officer personalitios from these asscrted units woro cbtained from
prisoner of war interropations.

Much vital informetion was derived, partioularly regarding
tho hotrogenoous units, their composition, disposlticn, armament,
and morale. Dispositions playad an impertant role, as nlways,
and the Jap teehnique of using vorious nomos for positions in licu
of the coecrdinate system made the dotermining of leocetions of oncumy
units from decuments and prisoners of war oxtremely difficult.
Probably no single element in this operstion was of greater im-
portance, from an intelligenco standpoint,

The avorage priscner of war's comments on the following woroy

U.8, Mortor Piro - Extremely effective.

TeSe artillery Pire - Effoctive.

U3 Bombings « Hot effeotive.

Jup Communications - Poor) primarily by runners, a few
tolephones and redics arc used bebween high ccholens.

Jap Supplies - Poor in food, good in sxrmnition, and
poor in medicino,

Jap Morale - Poor in moany casea, but all apparently deter-
mined to "do and dia, '

During the operation, cone-hundred sixty-two pagoes of prisoner
of war interrogations wore published including ten skotchos.

ds RExcorpts from'PW'intorrogationg

P 18030 - & 2nd Lt liaison officor and acting adjutant who
surrenderad, statod that more than one-half of the cesunliies suffar-
ed were dus to artillery action. Most of it cceurred whilo men were
digging peositions. Once dug-in, the men wero fairly safoc. However,
the fear of artillory action, whon cub planes were uvverhead, cuuscd g
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strain on the men. The men were fairly safe Lrem bombings, for the
gsound of the planes could bo heard. Casualtios only occurred

when direct hits wore mede. MNoralg is low but the men intond

to fight %o the end. Prisonor of wor had seon many propaganda
loaflets, but oould not apgree with the propagonde, He belioved
that the soldior is %oo seasoned for the psychology used. Whon
told of Germpnyts surrender, prisoner of war thought that such

naws might impress the soldiors of the futility of further fighte
ing.

Ss  TRANSLATION OF CiPTURED DOCUMENTS;

Cupturod enemy documents in this operation wore rich in
enemy informetion. Most fruitful were operational orders, diarics,
administrative journals, and unit identifications, At this point,
it must bo shown that the cnomy is boconing more security consciocus
in cach suecessivo oporation. lore documcnts wore rocoived in %he
past oporation boaring tho clessification, "Host Sccrot", YDostroy
affer Roading®, and with the distribution showing that tho orders
wore to be given orally, aend othar security progoutions, than had
over been previcusly captured, Many documents were undatod and
their condition in several instancos wms poor.

a. Meps and skoetchos;

Prebably tho most significant documents capturud wero enomy
maps and skotches. These proved tuv be oxtromely valusble as they
wore aocurate and up to dete. Without tham, ruch important in-
formation gainod from documonts would have boen of lesser walua,
ag theose mape disclogsod tho location of code name positions which
wore roferred to in the documentas  They were of groat aid in
orionting priscners of war, and rovesling routes,of supply, novo-
ments of troops, and trails. In many respocts, such as trails
and streams, they proved to be more accureate than U.3. maps. The
averago Joapanoso soldior is wolletrained in mepping and has a
natural ability to sketeh. Several prisonofs of war sketchod
mape for interrogators, showing dispositiors and routes. Sonc
exoellant sketch meps wore obtoined which discloesod the deploy=-
ment of the shemy's artillory in the Division soector, labeled,

“rop Socrat, .to bo burned’in case of. emorgoncy®. Bketches formed
a part of nmumerous operational orders.

b. Diaries,

Many diaries contained informatien of oporational orders,
strengths, positions, porscnalitios, troop movemonts, ratioms,
gquipnent, awmmunition, medicine, and morale. They*slso made num-
orous mentlons of U.S. air atiacks, artillery fire, and the general
offeot of U.8. tactics, espeeially our firepower, )

¢. Qperational orders:

Trenslations of operational orders in this operation ro=-
vealad o wealth of tactical enemy information. Moany wero of very
recent dato and contoined intelligence of immediato value, others
elthough dated earlioer, were fruitful in revealing personalitics,
units, movaments, supplies, and morals,

d. Publication of translatiens,

The 171st Language Detachmoent publiished over five=hundred
fifty=three pages of translations during the VILL.. VERDE operation.
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This included the roproduction of sixty-nine skotchos. The Srans-
leticns were divided as follows;

Ninoty-one complotc translations of operational orders
and diaries.

One=hundred sixty-four extracted translations of opora=-
tional ordors and diaries.

Nine=hundrcd ten identifications of units,

4+ PROPLGINDA:

The soctor was well covered with leafleis, including the
tparachute News", "I Ceaso Resistance", "Fall of Europe", and
various othor types. Thoso wero dropped on ooucentroted aroas
by oub planos. Propegenda leaflotswere alsc fired at specific
enery pockets by 106's.  Howover, in this particular svctor, tho
enery sppeared to bo offeusive, rather than surrender-minded and
leaflats did not bring tho dosired rosults. ESomeo prisonors of
war had seon and reed leaflets but thoir reactions were not favors
able, Howevor, it is bslieved that loaflets in certein arens drop=
ped at the opportune timo and conteining & correet and timecly appecl
will be productivoe in further oporations,
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8th ORDER OF BATTLE TEAM REPORT

1. SUMARY OF THE ACTION .

Havine lended on Luzon Island at LINGAYEN Gulf on 29 January,
the U,S, 3Znd Infentry Division pushed to the east and established
contaoct with the enemy at the foot of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL in
PANGASINAN Province., Identification discs and miscellaneous papers
picked up by our troops racing through TAYUG and SANTA MARTA, be-
fore contact had actually been established with the enemy, pro-
vided the first clues in identifying the Jap foroé confronting us.
On 8 February the first important ememy documents fell into our
possosion«-a bound file of Opsrational Orders, dated as lafe as 4
February--which disclosed that the Jap force defending the VILLA
VERDE TRAIL was the 10th Fen Regt, reinforced by the remnants of
of the 3rd Tank Brigade (ISHIKAWA Unit). This composite force was
known both ms the SUZUKI Detechment and the RIGHT DISTRICT UNIT;
i1t was under the able commend of Major SUZUXI, Shigetagds, The
responsibility of this enemy force included both the VILLA VERDE
TRAIL snd the AMBAYABANG River bed. Our forees pushing up the
ARBOREDO River Valley ware gonfronted by elements of the Japanese
23rd Division. J4ction in this area was confined by the very
nature of the precipitous terrain to long-range patrolling and
probing activity. By the end of February the enemy had establizhed
three main defense sectors: one, just to the west of the AGNO
River; one, along the AMBAYABANG River; and still another force
guarding the all-importent VILLA VERDE TRAIL, From the very bas-
ginning the enomy resisted our advance up the Trail with the most
fanatical kind of resistance from Major SUZUKI's 10th Ron Regt,
while Major ISHIKAWA's 3rd Tank Brigade rermants wers effecting g
delaying action along the AMBAYABANG Rliver.

The fight was bitter and slow along the Traill with the
enemy contesting every inch of ground until 22 February, when
SUZUKI's Right Diatrict Unit was forced to withdraw to the vici-
nity of o, 2 SALACSAC Pass, Ry this time the SUZUKI Detachment
had been practically mmihilated. During the latter part of .
Fsbrusry reinforcements from the 39th Regt of the Jap 10th Divi~
gion arrived and enemy strength om the Trail wes built back up
to 1000 men, Over in the ARBOREDQ Rlver ssctor cur troops were
5till oconfronted by the left flank of the enemy 25rd Inf Dlvisien
outposting the mountaine north of ANSAGAN, while the ISHIKAWA
Force along the AMBAYABANG River had been reduced to 150 men. The
14th Area Army Commander, General YAMASHITA, realized the seriouge-
ness of the threat to SANTA FE from the VILLA VERDE TRAIL and sent
more reinforcements from the Philippine Railrosd Unit, whiech had
been previously engaged in antlaguerrilla warfare in the vlieinity
of BAMDANG-ARITAC. By 1B ¥arch the 3rd Tank Brigade remnants had
been annihilated, so the enemy rushed his 1€th Ren Regt snd the
5th Co of the 10th Tank Regt from BAGUIC to ITOGON in an effort
to thwart our advances up the AMBAYABANG River. At the same time
the defense of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL was put into the hands of
Lt General IWANAKA of the 2nd Armored Division, whe broucht with
him the 10th Tank Regt and the 4th Bn of the 10th FA Regt. Lt
Col HARADA, CO of the 10th Tank Rept, replaced Major 3UZUAI as
the CO of the Right Distriet Unit., Our troops continued to whittle
down the enemy who was defending SALACSAC Pass Ne. 2, which pro-
vided the most favorable kind of terrain, but desplte scvere
easualty lesses the Japs managed to keep a strong front-line foree
by filtering in reinforcements. In early April the MINE Force {a
provisionsl inafantry urit made up from members of the 2nd Air
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Division) errived, building the enemy strength back up to 1800,
Elements of bten major Jap wnits had been contucbed om the VILLA
VERDE YRAIL "y this time. A4 week later tho 2nd Bn, 1lth Ind Inf
Hegt, of Lho 28%4h Division elso arrived on the scene. In mid
April che U8, 33rd Int Division took over tho responsibility for
the area wecw of the ANBAYABANG, giving the 32nd Division the
chance %o tarow it entire might into the VILLA VERDE TiilL, which
wes being defended at tn's time by 1800 Infmtry troops md sup-
ported by en artillery sirength of 900,

On 22 4pril, the stnlomate on the Trail was broken, and our
forces crashed forward to selzs the commanding ground of JALACSAC
Pass No, 2, and by 29 4pril all of the original enemy units had
been liquidated, end the Joap forces prosent were, for the most
part, newly organized provisionel infanbry units made up from Adr
troops, AA Dns, Motor Tromsportntion unlts and a vast assoriment
of miscollaneous combat mnd converted sorvice troops, These fresh
oand relatively inexperionced troops had besn mixed in with the
enemy's senscned veterens %o execute o "defend to the death stand"
of 3ALACSAC Pass No. 1. On Mt, Imugon and the Yomashita Ridge,
sxtending to the wost of the Mt,, the enemy had s sizesble force
of aver 1000 troops, consisting of the MINE Force, olements of
the 6th Tank Regt, and the 2nd Armored Div AT Bn, This force
limited its nctivities to defensive outposting, ond at no time
bocame offensive-minded as wns mnticipated. The defenso of
SALACSAC Pass No, 1 was orgonized into three soctors--the Right
Distriet Unit undor command of Lt Col HiRADA, defending horth of
the Trail; the Central Distriot Unit, under Mnjor SMMPEI, defend-
ing the Irpil itself; and the Left Disbtrict Unit, which consisted
of the 356th Ind Inf Bn of the 103rd Division sitting on GUERILLA
Mt, In early May a wealth of documents feoll into our hands, which
disclosed that the TAKE Group {1st Ind Infantry Group) under the
cormard of Maj General UEY/Mi, former commander of the Manila Army
Alr Depot, had also come into the picture an the VILLL VERDE TRAIL,
around 5 May, Thls group, working in close cooperation with the
GEKI Group {2nd Armd Div) took over the conmand of the MINE Force
and 200 replpcements--the 17th Provisional Inf Bi--which arrived
at the high ground west of IMUGAN about the 10th of May and took
up positions on Hills 527, 528, and 524. The MINE Force wes pulled
off Ut IMUGAN and sent to reinforce soattered sectors of the Right
end Central District Units. Despite these piscemeal reinforce-
ments, the Right District Unit and the Centrel District Unit were
both overrun on 23 May, and Sslacsac Pass No, l--the Japts KONGO
Fortress-.was taken by the U,S, 32nd Division. The enemy gathered
all of his remnants oand stragglers togsther for a last-ditch stand
before IMUGAN, but in spite of reinforcements and in spite of the
ensmy's fanatic determination, the U.S. 32nd Infantry Division
gstormed Iinto IMUGAN an 28 Moy, to accomplish ibs mission. In his
prolonged defense of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL the enemy had used ele-
ments of séven Infengry Divistoneethe.lOth, ¥fth, I8th,- 288d; B6th,
103rd end 105th; the main strangth of his 2nd Armored Divisien;
olements of two Alr Divisionse-the 2nd and the 4th; remmants of
thirteen Indepsndent Alr Units; and a grend assortment of other
miscellsneous combat and combat-converted service units.
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2. "DO's AND DON'T*s"™ FOR OOB TEAMS {Lessoms learned from the
operation)

#potgh

1. Ez_\_l_"g.*:vllyﬁ-_waluate PW information "

In saseszing iaformation supplied by Jep Ps¥, a sharp
wateh Tor inconsistencies should be kepte 4 priscner captured
north of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL during tho early phases of the
operation was wearing an jdentification disc bearing the code name
ASAHI (23rd Division). He, mevertheless, firmly mainteined that
he was a membar of the 4th Division end said the 4th Division had
also been given the code neme ASAHI af%er reorgenization in Japen.
The PW further asserted that two regiments of the 4th Division~-
2000 mén-~were located 5000 yards north of Sen Nicolas. Later
cotlon absolutely refuted the prisoner's statements, and no cone-
tnct was cver mede with the fabled 4th Division., In the opinieon
of the interrogators, this prisoner was not deliberately lying,
bat told his stery, believing it to be the truth, Since Jap
soldiers ars sc of ten misinformed~-deliberately or otherwise--
every precaution must be token in evaluating information gained
from this source.

2, Kesp a complete, current end coneise record of gstimated
enemy casuaities and allot these to SPECIFIC soctors

This can best be accomplished by closely ohecking the
Daily G=2 Periodic Reports to find out where, when, and how many
Japs wers killed, Toward the end of the VILLA VERDE IRAIL opera-
tion this practice worked %o excellent advantage in sstimating
the strength of the Right District and Central District Units just
prior to our attack on the KNGO Fortress. In this specific in-
stence, the estimate proved to be remarkably accuratc. At the
game tins it should be noted that accurate figures can only be obe
tained by this mothod when "estimated ocasualty" figures are not
padded. 'Regimental S-2's should be comstantly exhorted to got en
sccurnto, reliable count of enemy deed. :

3. Keop as large a personality file as is practicslly possible

Throughout the past operation the "personality file" was
on invaluable sid. In the majority of cases, this file was an im=
portant feature in definitely identifying newly arrived uvnits; in
meny cases it was the only way in whioh a force could be identified,
Jap units aleng the VILLA VERDE TRAIL were rarely referred to by

their numerical designations in documents, and priscners more of ten
than not only knew their units by the commanders' nemes., Throughout
the campaign enemy unit commanders were constently chenged due to
sasualtios, and without a complete and accurate "personality file®
it would have been impossible properly to assess the greater

portion of tho documents captured.

4, Exercise every ceoution in identifying on snemy unit from
a CCMMON Jap neme :

_ It must be borne in mind that the Japs have meny sur-
names as oommon to them as the nsmes Smith, Brown and Jones aroe
to imericesns. During the past operation there were numerous in-
stences in which two different commanders with the same surname
were in cne small area. Lt Col HARADA, 0O of the 10th Tk Regi,
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had wnder his command a lst Lt HARADA, who was a Tk Co Commander.
Thers were two KANEDAs, each commanding battelion-sired forces
within 4000 yards of each other. Though the Japenese symbol for
these two mon's names was the gsame, it was later learned that

the cne c¢alled himself KANEDA, while the other preferred to be
nown ns KANADA, For almost a week these two foroes were thought
to be mme gnd the some. There 1s no herd ond fast solutim to

such a problem other thon rememboring that sueh cases hrve ocecurrad
and koeping o cautious sye open for reoccurronces,

5. In nssessing documents utilize g great deal of imagina-
tion nand flexibility of thought

Jap fleld orders, to say the least, cre confusing; they
ooittain all sorts of sorap ltems mixed in with orders to attack
or held a position. The orders are likely to oontain anything
from an exhortation tc "hurl rocks upon the enemy from great
helghts as our ancestors did" Yo the fact thet "Corporsl NISHIMOTO
has o cold." First of all, this chaff must be discarded, Next,
all terms which are synonymous for a certain unit must be grouped
Yogother, In the past oparation GEKI, IWANAKA, the 12080 Force end
the 520 Force all refarred %o the 2nd Armd Division and often ap-
peared on on¢ page of en order, Personal pronouns "he, you, they"™
wore ropeatedly used with abandon, and 1t was usually a matter of
can)ecture as %o whom the pronouns referred, The Order of Battle
fnalyst must have a few delusicns of grandeur and imagine himself
in the Jap officer's tactiecal situation, The story in the doou-
ments should be considored in the widest possible latitude, and
mere than one interpretation should always be wntched for,

TDON'Ttal

1. Do not rely on logionl sequence in Japenese code number
blocks '

. In the past action tho proctlco of assuming certain
code numbers to belong to certain unidentified units, without
substontiating dooumentary proof, raroly worked to advantage.
“Logical” procedure could not be depended upon, For instance,
code numbers 15314 and 15315 were definitely known to bs the 102nd
and 103rd Air Training Units respectively. Code number 15313 was
unidentified, Logic and reason dictated thut it ought to be the
lst air Training Unit, but, as it happened, the number was later
found to belong to the 107th Alr Training Unit, Thus, in dealing
with code numbers, it is best %o use assumptions on a strictly
congervative basis, '

2. Do not disregard the potential strength of Japaneae
"satients" when estimating enemy strength

Coptured dlaries, operational orders, and ths repeated
atotements of prisoners showed canclusively thet ths enemy com-
menders on the VILLA VERDE TRAIL were utilizing hospital patients
throughout the campaign. The captured orders made it apparent
too, that it is a senctionsd Jap policy to use patients in carry-
ing out suicide attacks, In the fighting on the VILLA VERDE TRAIL,
several enemy strength rosters were captured which listed the total
number of patlents per unit as well as the combat strength. It was
found to be advisable to figure these petients into our strength
estimates, rather than bluntly assigning them as casualties and
disrggarding them,
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%. Do not ba tno hnsty to'regard g it os annihilated

During the first two months of the Villa Verde Trail
operation, the U.S5, 32nd Divisiom fiercely battled against Major
SUZUKI®s so-called SUZUKI Detachment., During the latter days of
HWarch, SUZUKI's name oxnd reference to his detnchment stopped ap-
pearing in captured enemy field orders and documents, M I April
1t wns concluded thot Mojor SUZUKI hed been killed and his force
ennihilated. .Thia conclusion later proved to be erroneous, for
ag late a3 the middle of May Major SUZURKI and a small band of
followers were still very much alive and fipghting.

4, Do not oar an enemy unit as fasent in o zone of
action on the basig of mly a few Moontact” ldenti-

Ticgtions (dogtags, postcards, etc,.)

The folly of this proctice was clearly illustreted in
the early stages of the Villa Verde operation. On 10 February a
loose message shoet ond several postoards identifying the 9th
Min Arty Regt were ceptured elong the Trail, In this instance,
we atbtached too much significance to the scattered identifica-
tions ond included the 9th Mim Arty Regt in o weekly strength
estimate. It lnter turned out that the unit was never present in
our particular sector. In such casea where there is mly flimsy
evidence of a unit's presence, it ia best to carry the unit in
_a separate column of the strength estimate as "possibdly present,”
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115th PEOTO INTERPRETER TEAM REPORT

MATS

1, GENERAL:

ae At the start of the campeign the only maps availleble
were 1¢250,000 and 1:50,000 maps prepared by the U.S. Corps of
Engincers. These were very incomplete; many areas having very
little detail and others being oompletely blank, Stroemlines,
roads and trails were often found to be inaccurate. 4s tho cam="
paign progressed, revised editions of the 1:50,000 meps were
issued which were better than the originals but still left much
to be desired. There were form lines on these maps instead of
contour lines and these were often found to be imaccurate. It
waa very difficult to get acourate meps until near the end of the
campaigne .

be Sketoh maps and buttle maps were prepared by the API
Team, G~2 section and the 5-2 sections of the regimente from data
obtained from a etereoscopic study of vertical aerial photographs
and from field notes.

¢s Finally photomaps were made &t u acale of 1:10,000 fraom
controlled mosaics. These were overprinted with streamlines,
contour lines, hill numbers and a grid corresponding to the grid
of the 1150,000 maps, These mosales were prepared by the AFL
Teem with the aid of Division irtillery and were reproduced by
the I Corps Engineers. These photomaps proved to be of greater
value to the troops then any of the other maps lssued,

2. TYPES OF waPS USED:

a. 1:250,000 « Prepared by U.S5. Corps of Engineers.

b. 1:50,000 - Prepared by U.S, Corps of Bngineers.

o. Sketch Maps, battle maps, and operational maps 1110,000
.and 1:25,000 prepared by G=2 and 8~2 sections and hectographed or
lithographed by 1 Corps Engineers.

d, Photamaps, 1:10,000 prepared from mosaies by G-2 and §-2
sections and reproduced by I Corps Enginecrs. '

§. DISTRIBUTION:

Approximately 200 of the 1:25Q,000 and 1:50,000 maps were dis-
tribuged to each regiment and Division artillery before leaving
IEYTE. After reaching LUZ0N, additionsl distribution was mede,

as needed to all unite. Az fast as the sketeh mapes and pholomaps
wore completed they were immedietsly sent to &ll units concerned.

4, GSUNMMARY:

a. Inadegquate ground information made the first naps very
incanplete end inmoccurate.

b. &As the campaign progressed and more information was
obtained from photographs snd fisld data, the maps were much better.

- ¢« The maps found to be most useful were photomaps 1:10}000
with streamlinss, contour lines, and hill numbers overprinted.
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- ABRISL PHOTOGRAPES

1.I DIFFICULTY IN CBTAINING AERIAL PHOTOGRAFHS:

a. On 1 February, 1945, e request for photographs covering
the VILLA VERDE TRAIL was submitted to I Corps. Three runs of
photographs were delivered on 5 February but these did not afford
adequate coverage of the VILLA VERDE TRaIl. I Corps was notified
immediately, snd requests wers sent to them on 5 and 8 February for
additional coveraze of the VILLA VERDE TRAIL. On 10 February a
personal visit wes made by the G-2 explaining in detsil the urgent
need for photographs. From then on Pholographs wers sent to the
Division in large guantities covering the entire VILLA VERDE TRAIL.

b, On 4 April a request was submitted for photographs of
INUGAN. Two attempts, both fmilures, were made to give us complete
coverage of the area, at firast we received photographs south of
IMUGAN and then we rsceived a rum north of IMUGaN., Finally after
notifying I Corps, we roceived on 5 May adeguate coverage of the
whole aree.

2, TYPES OF PHOTOGRAFHSt

a. 7The best vertical photographs for artilibry regtitution
and for stercscopioc study of the terrain wers taken with a K-18

camera.at & scele of 1:10,000 with 60% overlap.

b. For interpreting Japahese activity, & socale of from 136000
to 1:2,500 with 50% overlap taken with a K~18 camera.

o, Low obligues with a 12" focal length and 1,000 feet
altitude are goeddfeminterproting. =~ - ¢ - e

d. High oblique photographs with 12" foeal length and 800
feet altituds are ideal for studying terrain and interpreting.

e, In mountainous terrain vertical photographs taken with
g" ocameras were 80 distorted that it was a strain on the ¢yes to
read a stereopair,

f. Some vertionl photographs received had little overlap and
therafors, were not satisfactory for stereovision study or radlal

1ine restitution.
3, DISTRIBUTION OF PHOTOGRAFHS:

&. The bast photographic missions were ordered in quantities
g0 that the regiments would receive at least four coples.

b. 4n accurate'photographiu coverage plot of the mission
drawn on a map for each run of photegraphs was sent to the units
for use in orienting their photographs.

&, USE OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS$

0. aerial photogruphs were of great assistance in the study
of terrain.

(1) Stereopairs were extensively used by the commanders
in planning operations.
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(2) The infentry rogiments end battalions ztudied
- photographs for routes of movements

{3) The enginecrs found them useful in establishing a
road alignment.

b, Contrﬁlled mosaic photomaps at a scale of 1:10,000 proved
to ve of the utmost value.

¢, Division artillery's forward cheervers und aerial
observers used serial photographs and photomaps to pinpoint enemy
targs 8. )

d. The artillery restituted photographs %o the scnle of their
firing charts.

e, herial photographs were helpful in determining the activity
of the enemy in certain areas. In rear areas they were especislly
helpful in locating enemy acbivitys

£. Oblique photographs are eapecially useful in locating caves
end in finding acbivity under trees.

ge -Stereopairs and oblique photographs were useful in aiding
priscners of war 1o locate their guns, headguarters and defense
‘poitions.

5. SUMMARY OF LESSONS LE~RWED:

a. Dus to the lack of adeguute maps of this most difficult
terrain, aerial photographs played & most important part in this
compalgns '

b. Photomaps 8t a scale of 1:10,000 were preferred to

1:25,000, The more terrain information overprinted on them, .
the pagier they are read in the field.
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Consorship sotivities throughout the "feyte" and "Luzon" come
paigns weore of anadvisory nature und consisted primarily in the
issuance of memorande and conforing with members of this command in
tho ciarification of existing regulations, '

L number of trips were mede to see the Theator Censor to lessen
the stringencies of oxisting regulations and some rcsultas worc obe
Yeined. Throughout the period, the office of the Thuoter Censor
wis undergoing both & shift in personncl and loootion and thus roal
liaison was humpered. It is of interest to note that members of this
command were permitted to give their past losations in ascordence
with & directive issued by this office on 15 pecomber 1944, as por
vorbal orders of the Theater gensor, while ne USLFFE direoctive per-
mitting past locations was issusd until 12 ymy 1945,

Communication constituted ons of the main obstacl s encountered
in the dissemination of information while thoe pivision was engagod in
combat. It is suggested that in tho future, informstion of o pertin-
ent nature be included in the missollaneous ssction of Ge2 poriodic
Reports for tho information of $-28 whe can give the information to
interested partics. :

Through the efforts of various Base (ensorst at Divisiena,
USAFFE has finelly issuod the directivo which has boen so sorsly
noeded rogarding the mention of location by members of combat units.
It is felt that with this lessening of roatrictions, consorahip will
bo less of & thorn and though its neod continues, will not ho so
gonerally disliked as has been the oasc in the past,

-~

It has been the opinion of tnls offico from the outset that
every effort whould be made to make censorship more undorstandsblo
to members of this command and remove certain restrictions whenover
posgible, In order to achieve this, close licison must be maintained
with the Theater Censor.

One of the leust wundorstondable fontures today is the .
Army Photo Service which is still condueted in justralia,. 7Tt is
hoped that in the not too distant futuro some arrangement will be
made thet will oxpidite tho processing of film. yntil such time
the present regulations must remein in effoet.

The main aim for the fubturc must bo ths rapid and widesproad

dissemination of censorship information to koep &ll members of tho
oommand well informed of the latest rogulations.
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