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TC
INTRODUGTION

1. This report is divided into two wain parts: {1) The Saidor
Campaizn (10 February 1944 to 1 April 1944), and (2) The Aitape Cem-
paign Tl Hay 1984 to 15 August }944)- It is a chronological narra-
tive of records and eveuts basedon two separate and distinet amph-
ibious operations off the Horthem Coast of Now. Guines 1n whioch the
324 Resormaissance Troop participated. In both cases the Troop was an
organic part of a Task Force under the Direction of the Commanding

Feneral.

5, Deteled reports by patrol leaders concerning subsequent lend
oparations ars incorporatad in this report as they sumarize agourately
the primary activities of the unite Morsover, in thelr reports, the
Troop Commander snd the patrel leaders have made pertinent comments,
suggestions and recoumendations which form a synopsis of the resulis
accomplished and experiences gained by the entire troop.

z, Throughout operations to this date, the 32nd Reconnaissance
Troop has been ooneidersd a G-2 function with the primary misgion of
reconnaissance, or collecting of timely and veluable informstion of the

anamy, terrain, topography, gaography, traile, and maps.

4. In these two cempaigns invelving the New Guinea jungle type
of terrain and warfars, the mission of the troop wae accomplished pri-
wmarily by the ewployment of dismounted long distance ground patrols,
and secondarily by aerial reconnaissance liason flights. In the former,
the Australia New Guinea Administrative Unit {AN3AU) nasisted greatly
by furnishing patrol officers who, -owlng to their previous military or
civilian adminstrative experience in Handated Tsrritories, were faniliar
with the type of zones and sectors to be recounoitered by our patrols.
Police boys and nativse carriers under ihe supervision of AHGAU assisted
with supply and evacuation as well as scouting end patrollivp. The success
of our petyoling in hoetile regions with respect to both the anemy and
the wildly ruzged terrain encountered, was due in nos- spall measure to
ANGAU, without whose cooperatlon the cempasizns in Ney Guinea would have
been prolonged indefinitely and renderead more costly to the'dlliss than

they actually wercs
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5« The Troop Carrier Command and Piper Cub liason planes provided
air transport for reconnaissance flighte and "biscuit bombing” missions.
Our inland patrols relied almost exclusively on re-supply by dropping

from C-47 planes.

6+ All members o the troocp gained valuabla knowledce and ex=
perience perfaining to jungle warfars which informatior is discuased and
amplified in the patrol leaders® reports, incorporated herewith.



PART I

THE SBAIDOR CAHFPAIGN

At the beglnning of this operation the troop stremgth wea as
follows: 8 officers and 156 enlistsd men. Ceptain George Mac E
Bowles was Troop Commander; lat Lt. Hubert P Omm, Bxecutive Offlcer;
15t Lte Edward B Bazter, 1lst Platoon Lesder; 2nd Lt. Lyon A Sands,
opd Platoon Lesdar} 2nd Lt Edward W Londrigan, 3rd Platoon Leader,
ond Lte Louis J Worthsm, less Officer, and 2nd 1%t Roland Richert,
Comunications, Liason, ard S-2 OPPicer. 1lat Lt. Bermard J Lillis,
Mptot Maintenance and Supply Officer, with 36 enlisted men, was in
charge of the rear echelon at Goodenough Island (in the D'Entrecas-
teaux Group of islands off the Fastern tip of New Guinea )e

On 12 February 1944, Lt Worthew and 12 enlisted men departed
from Finschaven, New Juinea, by LST, as 2 forward echelon datail to
Saidor, tlew Juines, with the mission of selscting and preparing a
base cawp for the Iroecp which was to follow in approximately a waeks
From 13 February 1944 to 20 February 194l, the Troop made prepara-—
tions for movsment. During thie perlod the Iroop also furnished
work details by order of G=% to the IST landing strips at Cape Crstin
and Dreger Harbor, New Guinee.

By ofder of the Commanding Jsnsral, the Troop was directed to
procesd by water transportation to Ssidor, New Guineas On 21 Feb-
ruary 1944, 6 officers and 152 enlisted wmen boarded on IST at 1000L,
and tha convey of 4 L3T's and 3 destroyers sailsd from Cape Cretin,
Hew Juinea at 1500L. Ielands off the western tip of New Britian
were visibla ito the starboard at 1800L. The convoy arrived without
ineident at Saidor, Hew Guinea, 22 February 1944 at 0340L. The
Troop, leas 1 officer and & enlisted men detailed to unload organ=
izational equipment end iwpedimenta from the L3¥, woved along the
coastal treck about five mliles to Helwholtz Point, whers & base
camp waz established. Two days were spent clearing and preparing
this cazp. The Troop wes alerted by G-2 for a mission.

At this tine, elements of *+he 32d Idfentry Division Task Force
ware engezing the enemy af Jape Iris near the wouth of the Kot
River. Sirafing and bombing of Jap pesitions on the fiot River
could be obasrved from our base at Helmholtz Point mcross Wab Bay,
a distance of several wiles. Dally, besvy artillery barrages were
laid down by our lask Force pleces. The enewy wes finally driven
fron Caps Iris and west acrose the kot Biver early in March 194k .

Cn 25 February 1944, by order of G-2, Troop Headquarters, lst
and 3rd Platoons comprising 5 officers (Capt. Bowles, Lt. Ohm, Lt.
Baxter, Lt. Londrigan, and Lt. Horthem) and 111 enlisted men de-
parted fros Helsholtz Point on & reconmaissance mission inland.
Tor detailed report of this wmission and resulte accomplisbed refer
to Exhibit A", '

The 2nd platoon, couprising 46 enlisted wen under the command

of Lts Sandas and Assistant Platoon lesder, Li. Hichert, remained at
Helnholtz Point ewaiting further orders. On 2 iarch 1944, ty order
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of G=-2, the 2nd platoon procesded by LOV to lameis, New Guinea,

‘where the platoon was assigned to the 2nd begtiallion Combat Tesw

of the 126 Infantry Regiment. The platoon received all subsequent
orders from the Regimental 3-2., It wms atteched to "H" company
for rations while at Yamais.

On 3 and & Harch 1944 the Battalion Corbat Team conducted
pmctice landlngs and several "dry rune" along the beach near Yamais.
LCT's, LCV's, and PT boats were euployad. Boat crews were assigned.
Tactical fomations of the convoy were rehearsed. At 1400L 4 iarch
1944 the officers and men of the combat team wers brisfed on the
wmigsion by Regimentel Commander, Cols. Barlow, and DBattalion Oomuarder,
L. Col. Dixons

Following the completion of this operation, Lt. Sands wade only
g varbal report of his patrols to the Hegimental S-2. Therefore, the
setivities of his patrols are pressented herew:.th- (Ses Exhibit "B")



CLOSE QOF SAIDOR CAMPAIGN

On 3 March 1944, the rear echelon detail comprising Lt. Lillie
and twenty two men which had been atetioned at Goodenough.lsland,
arrived at our base camp, Heluwholtz Point, Saidor, New Guinea.

Ou 12 March 1984, Troop Headquarters, firaet and third platoons
roturned to base cemp ai Helwholtz Point and went into a rest period.
During @ special trocp formetion (less second platoon which was etill
in field with 126 Infantry) on 14 March 1G4, Col. Hawkins, 4C oF §,
G=2 commended the officers and mwen of the unit for their excellent
perfornance on last mission (deseribed in Exhibit “4").

Air alerts were frequent in the Ssidor sactor at this tima.
Bobs fell in the area on 13 snd 15 March 19#4. During the lattsr
raid a swall fusl dump at the alr strip was hit. A single enemy
plane strafed gun positions after the bombing. Air alerts ocecourad
on 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 27 karch 1944 with no damapge resulting.

30 March 1944 Lt Baxter and 2 men left Helmholtz Point by ordsr
of G=2 on a epecial mission. ({Refar to Exhibit "C"). '

8 April 1944 at 2100L a Jap medium bomber hit the 1l4th Engineer
ares Bpproximately 400 yarda from the Troop C.F., inflicting 33
casualties. 324 Raconnaiassence Troop men and officers assisted in the
evacuation of dead and wounded to the 23rd Field Hospital, 10 milss

digtant.

The sacord platoon returned frow duty with the 126th Ipfantiry
on 12 April 1944 and went iunto brief rest periocd.

The Saidor campaign was officially closed. All Division troops :
ware inspected by the Commanding General.

From 12 April 194k to 20 April 1944 the troop entered a iraining
program with special ewphasis on BAR, pldgin English, and radio in-
gtruction. During this period the unit elso furnished (by order of
G4} details to the Force Aumunition Duap at Saidor.

On 23 April 1944, L. Ohm was placed on SD with Division Head-
quarters and subsequently transferred to the 31lst Reconneisassnce Troop
3lat Infantry Division.

On 28 April 1944, Capt. George Mac E Bowles, was ralieved of comm=
and of the troop, transferred to the hospital, and Lt. Lillie was ap -
ointed acting Troop Commander, by order of G=2.

In accordance with instructions from G-2, & officers and 150 men “
boarded the transport USS Herry Lee, at 14630L. .
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PART II

THE AITAPE CAMPAIGN

On 1-May 1944 the Harry Lee departed from Saidor, New Guinea at
1850L for an undisclosed destination. During the night 1 =« 2 M
1944 the convoy passed near the Admirelty Islands. On 3 May 1934 +the
convay arrived at Aitape, New CGuinea. The. lJanding was made near the
abandoned native village Krako. Upon debarkation the troop moved 6
miles west of the landing point and along the coastal rosd to the
western edge of Tadji Plantation (near the plantation buildings ).
At this point and about 200 yards from the beach, a bmse camp was eg~

tablishad.
4 and 5 May 1944 were spent cleaning the ares.

6 May 1944 a patrol of five men yas ordered by G-2 {0 investi-
gate the area near the 0ld Govermment Dromwe, west of ditape, where
Jap activity had been reported. This patrol returned same date with
negative infomation. BEridence of recent Jap occupation wes obeer-
ved. Pleces of Jap Cavalry gear were found in the area. -

On 9 May 1954, Lte Londrigan and 20 men from the third piatoon
left Tadji on a patrol migsion southeast of Aitape. For complets
report on results of thie mission refer to Exhibit DM,

On 10 May 1244, 7 enlisted men left troop G.P--on'a miseion with
ANGAU. . Refer to Exhibit "E" for report of this patrol.

¥ and 15 Hey 144, five men reported to G-2 and wers briefed
on a gecret miagiog. _

On night of 16/17 May 1944, Opl Bogart end Pyt Deng went on a
special amphibious patrol. They debarked from a PT boat to a emall
rubber boat, rowed ashore, and landed near Rocly Clife, 25 = 30 miles
behind the lines. They reported much Jap metivity in the hinterland,
including movement west along the coastal track, a small bivouac &
mile east of Rocky Cliff with the Japs preparing food and a truck
atallsd just inland from the beach.

THE EASTERN SECTOR

. On 18 May 1944, Lt. Sands end twelve men departed from Tadji by
IOV to Nyaparake, New Guines. They had been assigned the mission by
G-2 of capturing an enemy prisoner in the ares souih of Nyaparakes

On 19 May 1944 the first and second platoons (It Baxter and 75
men) by order.of G-~2 left Tadji for Myaparake by LCV. They ware to
be used on reconnaissance missions and OP duty. Thé third platoon
made preparations to join the first and sscond platoons.

The first and second platoons landeq at Nyaparake, ocouppisd a
perimeter of defense snd commenced patrolling. Capt Herman Bottoher
was translfsrred frow compeny 4, 127th Infantry and placed in coumand
of the 32d Reconnaissance Troop. At thig tims the troop took over
the mission of Company 4, 127th Infantry, relieving the latter, who

-
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departed'fér Altape, lees one platoon which remained at Nyaparake
with the Troop. ;

The situation of the enemy, and the mission of the Troop, as
stated by General Mariin, Commander of the Eastern Sector, was now
as follows: The enemy was evidently moving west toward the Diin-
fumor River in unknown strength. The Troop was to gain and main-
tein contact with the enemy. If opposed by esupsrior forces, the
Troop was to withdraw slowly and delay es long as possible. In
addition, the orders weres "vigorous, aggressive patrolling to=-
ward the Dandriwad; withdraw and delay slowly to the Driniwmor
River line." -

A chroﬁolagical narrative of events ad they occurred on the
gastem flank during the period for which this unit was respon=
sible is presented herewith.

20 - 21 Hay 1944

On 20 May 1944, the third platoon and Troop Headquarters un=-
der Lt. Lillle and Lte Richert left Tadjl bese at O80CK to join
the first and second platoons at Nyaparske.

At about 000K, the first and second platoons and part of "A"
com were hombed and strafed by our own Ai# Forge (squadron of
A=20'a) who wlstook the Dandriwad River for the Dandinain River as
the bomb line. Ona man was killed and four injured, =1l from "4i"

companys

a+ ©n 20 May, Lt. Sands and 12 mon were sent along the coastal
track east of Nyaparake on the mission of capturing s prison-
ed. This patrol procecded as far as Drimbol Plantation,
whaere it was pinned down by enemy mortar, machine gune, and
snipet fire. One Jap was killed in the encounte®. Enemy
strength was estimated to be 15 wews ILi. Sands then withdrew
approximately 500 yarde west and established a. perimeter.
60 morter fire was placed on the Japs, causing them to
withdraw to the east.

b. On 21 May 1944, Lt. Sands' patrel again attempted to go ssst~
vard and was pinned downs o were tiow in contact with an
enemy force esitimated as 50 - 75, or perhaps & reinforced
platoon. The enemy. was amed with three automatic weapons,
three or four grenade dischargers (knee mortar) end rifles.
Our patrol set up a perimeter and outpost for the nicht
approxinately 500 yards to the west of Driuibol Plantation.

ce During the period, three patrols operated frow Nyaparake
gouth of the parimeter as followsse

1.-- Lt. Jonroe's patrol ("A" company, 127th Infant
southeast of ﬁyaparake near EnggaluKYsaw 5 japgy?

on & trail scuth of Drinibol Plantation on 19 May.
The Japs had no packs but were armed. In the vie

n?—
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Yeinity, the coconut trees and Jko palms had been
- ecuts On 20 May this reconnsissance patrol heard
¢hopping. and hammering from an ares 1 mile east of
Anapaluk, but could not estimate the’ strength of
the Japs there. Several billy cans were found in
the area. At 0615K on 20 May, thres Japs with
light packs were moving nowthwagt on the trail
3/4 mile east of Apapaluke Seven Japs, ermed, wore
ebeerved moving north at a point 3/4 mile south
esast of Anapaluk.

2. On 20 May S/39gt Cagle and twelve men were sent
south of the perimeter, their miseion being to
observe-and reépert any enemy activity, and cap-
ture a prisoner. Anmapaluk was their objective.
They mide camp and spant the- night at Tomah Creek
without imcident. At O700K, on 21 May, 1 Jap
wae observed filling his canteen mear the june-
tion of the Dandriwad and Damein Oreel. The
patrol shot the Jap and drew fire from. 18 - 20
Japs. Some papers were obtained. The patrol
after drawlng fire, moved to the west and saw
a group of 3 ~ 4 Japs. The patrol turned to the
eagt and encountered a Jap force of twolva.
Three Japs wore kllled. The patrol was umabls
to reach Anspaluk. The pstrol“went busk®into
the foothills, west towards Julup at wvhich point
it followed a small stream northward back to the
CePe on the ocean beach.

3« Lte De leon's roving patrol ("A" company 127
Infantry) on the southern perimeter reported.
that our booby trape put out in the area 2000¢
yards southeest of Nyaparske were disammed about
WO0K, 8everal fresh foot prints wers found in

the vicinity.

< 4e A wire crew found a quantity of old dap doeuments
at & point approximately 500 yards east of Drin-
“wimor River mouth.

22 ~ 2P May

No activity in the perimeter during the forencon, 22 May .
The Japs crossed the small stream sast of Nyaparske on

the right flank of Lte Sand's O.Ps His O.P. yms ordersd
to withdraw several hundred yards toward the main perineter
ang 60 rm morter fire was placed on the ares forward of the
119 -

Opl Hammon toock & asven man ﬁatrol south from the main per-
imster on reconnalssance, where they encountersd four Japss
Qur point scouts opened fire wounding three. All four fled

into the bushe

I4. Baxter and twenty men left Nyaparake at 1200K on a
mission to Yakamul . Lt. Baxter was to establish e base at

.
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Yakam.._}and send out @mmall reconnaissm..d patrols south of
that point to observe the Charov - Afus treil for enemy
activity.

At 150K the C.G. issued orders for the Troop to withdraw
weat to Parakovio. Li. Sdnd's patrol was then sent to

Parakovio to prepere.positiona for the Troop to occupy
on withdrawal. While this patrol was preparing position
one of our men was fired on by a three man Jap patrol.
Our return fire wounded one Jap who abendoned his rifle
on a log in a nearby creek. The three sscaped into the

jungls.

The prearranged signal for moving out of Nyaperake was &
luninous shell from a 0 mn mortar. Time of departurs was
1700K, Withdrawel of the Troop was delayed because the
Amphibious Enginesrs were attempting +o got the supp ly
escort 1OM off-shore where it had baen beached the pre-
vious daye 4 bulldozer and e tugboat were being used to
move-the ILCM. The tug also becoms stuck on a sand bars
Finally, at 1900K, the ships' orews succeéssfully extri-
cated both orafts: At 1910K the lwninious shell was fived.
On -this signal the outpost orews withdraw to the beach
vhere sach platoon organized. The light of the shell re-
vealed thres Japs near a small creek who were obssrved by
our outpost me the svacuation wae made. While the Troop
wee organizing on the beach for the withdrawal ©¢ Parak-
ovio, a mortar barrage wes laid down all arcund ths per-
imeter to confuse and delay the eneuy. '

4%t 1920L the troop moved wesiward along the besch with.th e
bulldozer in ths lead. Two BAR men were placed dm the 8
blade for protection. This entire evacuation was hazar-
dous, but orders had been issued to withdraw and in order
not to- loze valuable squipment to the enemy, the bulldozer
preceeded the colwnns No opposition to this move was madse.
At 2200L, our point contacted Lt. Sand's guides who ied
the troop to respeciive defense positions.

22 = 23 Mgy

Lt. Baxtor's patrol operating south of Yakemul reported
seeing two Japs approximately thres miles south of Yakamul,
1/ mile east of the Harech River. The patrol remained

in position and at 1515L 1% observed a party of approx-
lmately 120 Jape moving weet along the track from Charov

to and acroas the Harech River. Lt. Baxter's small group
wag forced to withdraw because it had been detected by

an enamy flank guard.

At 0800L, T/8gt Millsr and soven men were sent out to
make a reconnaissance of Nyaparske to determine wvhether
the village had been seized by the enemy following our
vithdrawals They observed aome activity but were umable
to reach the village as there was an open beach of 800
Yarde to traverse. This patrol returned to Paralkovic.

-
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At ]_.QC\.-l Lt. Lillis, #With a patrol of ,bd"v_'en men plug as
60 mm Mortar squad, proeseded to within renge and-ohser-
vetion of- Nyaparake. Ten rounde of 60 mm Mortar ehell were
placed on the village with widetemmined results. At JSO0K

| the troop withdrew 1000'yards %o en unamed village and dug

in for the night. - At 2000K, Pvt. Donati, while on 0.P duty,
ghot himgelf through the shoulder.

At 400K, the CeGs directed the troop to withdraw again.
This decleion was based on the informetion of Lt. Baxter's
patrol indtoating that a largs body of Japs were moving
woat inland, and behind ue, thereby, creating the definite
snexy capability of cutting off and for a.ﬁihilating our '
small force. c

Capt. Bottoher set time for withdrawal at O03CK. Lt.
Bexter at Yakamul was informed that weowould withdraw to
hie position and he was-instructed to post guides ab the

beechs :
All of our forward and flank outposte were informed

of time of withdrawal by soudd power phoneand laterally by
vurmer. The outposts were instructed to go to the béach

. by the mosi direct route and organize thers. -

On moving out the withdrawal of the patrol was again im-
peded in this case by an amphiblan 2% ton truck. This
had been uded for ferrying supplies fram the eupply
escort LOM, which could not be brought cloes to shore be=
cause of shallow beach. The plan wae to have the amph-
ipian drive ont the foreshore, parallel to the troop column
ingtead of goifig into the witers The reason for this was
that the smphibian might lose contact with the column
owlng to darkness and low visibility et thle time, asross
water space. : '

It becema stuck on a log and held “up movement for
two houras After it wes extricated, Capt Bottcher directed
that the amphibian move by water and paréllel to the middle
of our coelumn. On arrival at Yakamul, our forward scouis
were to-flash subdued lighte out at sea and signel the
vehicle. shareward at proper place.

The patrol arrived at Ysksmui unopposed at 0230K whare
Lt. Baxter successfully gulded the twoop to prepared positious.

25 - 24 Hay

On 235 May, Lte De Leon {A Co. 127 Infantry) tock a patrol
of twslye men (6 from Bene Troop and 6 from the Inte) south
of Yekamal 1 miles inland from the O.P. where they engeged
what wes presumabley the point of a company, actually con-
tacting 6 mens Three were killed by Bene men and 1 by A"
companys One light machine gun and one «+25 caliber rifle
were captured as the patrol successfully disengagedthe
eneny and reformed about 1300 yarda south of Yakarmul.

=10=
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On 25 ;}y, Lt. Lillie ard eeven men ito. )a trail aouth of
Takamul at . 1250K. to make a reconneigsance of the mreaiin a
north=south line to the foothills of the Tomuis‘ It was
believad, on basie of Lte Baxter's information concerning

" the 120 Jeps sighted, that thie wasian advencs greup of a

large force moving from eamet to west. ILt. Lillie's patrol
was to confirm this and report all aetiviw. )

The troop moved out of Yakaral at 133K 40 {21.6 = 40.7)
Susin West Sheet 1! equals 1 mile)s A tight perineter was
eatablished and the night. pasased without incldent.

24 = 25 May

On 24 May, Lt. Lillie's patrol reported in at 1000K. late
2k Mey the patrol observed approximately 25 Japs cutting
a new treil and building foot bridges across the small
streams approximately twe miles aouth of Yakemul. The
Japs were wsing axes, saws, and exploslives for this pur-
poses The track was obssrved to be soffiocient width for
a 70mm Bn. gun. The patrol remained im position over
night and on morning 25 May, they heard tiamy soudandt
trail building. Tt was sstimated that 100 Japs were en-
gaged in thie sctivity.

On return route to the comstal track, this patrol met
a party of three Japs 1 mile weet of Takamul, killing all
thres. Lt. Lillie believed five other Japs were nearly
but a thorough reconnaissancs of the area failed to locate
the Japse The patrol reported that there were mmerous
small tracks throughout thia vicinity leading #nland from
native villages to native -gardens. -

Lte Londrigan arrived at the £idld C.P. with 13 replace=~
ments from Tadji C.P. Lt. Sande with the fresh men was
pent oub on mission toward Yaksmul, thencs south inland
to obtain a prisoner. They ware out two miles, when they
were ambushed. The patrol encountered light machine gune,
knee mortar and sniper fire. OUne Jap wae killed. Two of
our men believed killed in action were abardoned and the
remeinder returned for reimforcements and a rescue partys
First Sgt. Jensen took a voluntee# patrel to extricate
the two men. On arriving at the scens it was found that
the men were in a dense jungls, unhurt, but had been
knoecked unconecious for a few mimutes by mortar fire.
They wers revived and the patrol returnad to C.P. Lt.
Sands continued on his mipsion.

Lt. Da Leon took a patrol southeast of Yakamnl.

25 - 26 May

Lt. De Leon’s patrol operating south of Yakamul eighited
thres Japs at 1200K, 2§ May at a point approximately t¢wo
miles south of Yakamuls The Japs fled hefore our patrel
could fire on them. 4% 1730K the patrol heard explosions
from the east.

~11- | !|
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Lt..De Leon's patrol sbserved fresh.iracks of three Japs .
aﬁpmxjna,taly one mile eouthwest .of Yakemul. A native hut
. in ths vicinlty contaimed 5 or 6 bedding or. -clothing rolls
wrapped 1h rice matting. The doer of the-hut wme -nailed
shut with new.gelvaniged mails. The patrol procesdsd .io a
cane brake approximately 2 miles south of Yakamul.and app-
roximately 300 yards esat of the trail.leading south from
Yakanul and dlscovered 8 - 10 Jgpe cooking. food, three
others moving about and sounds of other Japs in the areas
From this position the patrol heard intermlttent explosions .
to the southweset and also what the patrel thought to be the
mooling of a cow. WYhile resting along. the trail essat.of the
Harech River, about 3 miles south of Yakamul, 5 =6 Japs
approached from the south. Our patrol wae detected and
killed two Japs end probably two more. A new native hut
containing Jap tools and partially cometructed tables and
thairs was located approximately 2 miles southeast of
Yakamule On return route to the outpest, the patrol was
fited on by an unknown number of Japs from the sauth as the
patrol crogsed a stream approximately one mile south-south
sast of Yaekamul.

On 27 May, General Martin, Oommander of the Eastern Sactor,
visited our front lines and gave a short 'tallk to the

officers and NCO's at 1200K. During this gonference, dn-sbt~
imated 2 = & Jape attacked our O.P. #2, about 75 yards froh
onr mesting place across a small lagoon. A Jap threw s
grenade at our machina gun .craw, but missed.. Opl Croes
raised up from the emplacement to fire with his carbine. The
Jap tried to rueh our position, screaming the usuel Banzal
attacke. He was wounded and with 2 athars, turned and flade

« Baxter and 18 men were prepared at thias time to move out
on-a 3-day patrol. They firast procesded to 9.P. #2, and
ssarched carsfully the area for the Japs who attacked (b
above}, but found only blood ataine and ebendoned gear.

Lt. Baxter's mission was to proceed south foward the
Taricelli foot hills and obssrve any enemy activitys Onm
the etrength of Lt. Lillia's report, it was believed that the
Japs were building an east-west trail for large scald
movements It was desired to find oul whether the Japs had
crossed wesi of an inmaginazy line north-~south of Yakamul,
and to confirm previousiy reportod gotivity. At this time
sur intelligence was as folldwat A Jap force of undster~
minad strength was proésedlng west, inlanmd, and paraliel o
the coasts Vary probably the small parties encountered by
our patrols near the coast were enemy flanker patrols on
reconnalasance and counter-reconnsissance missions operating
from thelr main body. It was also balieved that a forcs was
proceeding west along ocomstal tracke No units hed besn ident-
ified. It was, therefore, highly desired fo obtain a prison-
er, who might yield vawable information.

e
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8/8gt Cagle and 20 men:  proceedadeast toward Yaksmul along

the cosst with the- mission of preparing an ambush to cap=
turs & prisoner. At 2000 yards from our CePs the patrol

. obsarved en unarmed Jap on the besch, amd ae- they moved to=

ward him, were fired upon from several widely separated -

‘points. During our attempte to outPlank the ambush the Japs

broke contact. Szt Cagle then withdrew to O«Ps #1, ree-
inforced this pest, anmd dug in for the night.

8/8gt Shafman was sent inland with the same mission.
He proceeded to a sultable position about 10C0 ysrds and
sot up an ambush. At 160CK.2 Jape approached his position.
It had been planned to disable the enmemy by wounding in
the legs and armse. Members of our patrol carried this out,
but ae they rushed in for the capiurs, were thwarted when
the esnamy placed grenades to their bodies, committing
suloclde.

Cpl Fitcox wae wounded at 180CK. (3I¥).

Lt. Sands ard Lt Londrigan were relieved of command and re-
turned to Divieion Headquariere, pemding investigation. 2nd
it Bettrini wae. tra.naforred to the troop from 125 Infantry.

On 28 May, 8/3gt Cagle and 3/5gt Shafman were ordersd to
talts & combat patrol east of C.Ps along coast to contact
the gnemy. At OP00K the patrol encountered approximately
70 = 80 enemy, about 2000.yards west of Yakamul. Ensuing
fire £ight lasted 2 hours. Capt Boticher commandeered the
supply escort LCM ammed with rocket launcher, 37mm cannon
and 50 cals machine guns, end proceededalong the coast.
directing fire on enemy area. The LCM received small awms
fire. Thie action inflicted no casualiies, but it forced
the snewy inland. The entirs engsgement lastsd till.noon.
Our patrcle withdrew to the outpost line an? established a
strong perlmeter. All men were extremmely fatigued and
nervous» Rellef wae urgently needed.

28 - 29 May

S/Sgt Shafman, with his same patrol, left G.P. at.0800K on
mission of regalning comtact which hed besh broken off by
Japs durlng night. The patrol was out approximatsly 1000
yards vhen Fvt. Fragier was shot through the hend by a
eniper. @ OsFa called CeFs by phone for aid men. Two
ald men, plus 2 rifleman for security, went out to hring in

Frazier.
On recommoitering further, the patrol eighted 5 Japs

rapidly -flseing east-at 1605K.

T/8gt Miller's patrol of 6 men operating 500 yards south of
CoPs and 2, 300 yards east and west reported no contact

~13=
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a. L4 anter{ﬁ 3~day patrol returning 30 May, reporied the
following.oboaervationst 4 explosions were heerd to the acuth
aagt of owi 0.F., approximately 2 miles west of Yakemul, an

: sadt-west trail was discovered approximetely 3 miles sast of
Afua. From MOOK - 1500K, the patrol observed 4 Japs moving
west vith packe and rifles. At 1510K, 15 Japs with packs
end rifles were going east. At 1545K, B Japs went west and
-at 615K, 3 Japs went esst. On 29 May, one party of § Japs.
were observed wandering in the Niwmen Creek area and an
apparent O+Pe of 3 Japs in the vieinlty. Along Niumen Creek
approximately 2 miles north east of Afua, the patrocl was
fired on by 7 Japs. Our patrocl killed 3. Te patrol conw
tinued south east for 400 yards where they wers fired on by
a Jap, who, judging from his uniform wes a marine. Ous
patrol returned fire, and he fled. 2 more Japs were oheerved
along Niumen Cresk as the patrol returned to the OeF. 30 May.

be ©On 30 May, Sgt Schirsck wes sent with amall patrol by bush
to reconnoiter Yakemul for presence of enemy, and to ramain
in observation over night.

c. "G" company, 127 Infantry arrived by barge from Tadjl to take
over the mission of and relieve the troop.

The troop (lese Lt Baxter's and Sgt Schirack's patrols)
propared torpturn to base camp. They prodseded by IOM to
slip #5, Krako, thence to camp by truck. A4ll men were in
run down condition.

5 May

It. Baxter's and S&Schimck'e patrols returned to the coast and
came into bese camp by LOCM. :

Oapt Bottcher returned to hase at 2100K afier having instructed
and informed C.0. of %G" company of situstion in the Yakamul Sector.

From 1 Juns to..'(’-h‘ma the troop went into a b_riaf rest and clean-
up peried. From 7 June %o 23 June the unit furniched work details
to the Force Ammunition Dump, to the QeM., and to Alr Freight.

THE SOUTHEEN SECTOR

Gommensing with 24 June, the troop furnished a series of long
distance raconnajesance patrols to the southern Plank (and behind
lines) by order of G=2. Refer io Exhibit "F¥, which ie a copy of
PATROL order assigning and coordinating activities of all patrols in-

volved. in this phase of oparationa.

On 24 June, Lt. Lillias and 19 men departed from Troop area on
& reconnsissance and O.Ps miasion to LUMI, urder direction of Gv3.
For complete report of this patrol refar to Exhibit "G". _

4 escond patrol was ordered by G=2. Lt. Barmard with 7 men de-
parted O700K on 25 June for reconnasissance behind the lines. See

“lie 14
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exhibit "HY"for deteiled report of patrol.

The Communicetions Sgction established & nmessage. center in
order to:.receive and handle effeciantly all traffic to patrols out
in the field and those which were to. leave subaequently. 4 T.D.
patrol under Lt. Pasc¢oe wae.in communication with Division through

our set. In order to attain maximm readabllity, an SCR 1935 (mounted)
at message-center was netted with SCR 284s (dismounted) in the field.

On 29 June, bt. Wortham and 33 men arrived from Saidor, New
Guinea, to duty with the troope.

On 3 July, two mors patrols were sant out b{ G-2, Lt Baxter
and 28 men departed for Yapunda. See exhibit "I for results.

Lt. Londrigan and 3 men left on a:speclal amphibioua patrol for
@«=2. .Their mission was to make & pre=-dawn landing 4 July on Tarawai

Ialand (Buti-Wewak Area) and determine presence or sabsence of enany
activity and fortifications. . An allied installation was contmphted

there, 5o it wae nacessary +to have thia information.

Upon landing, the patrol discovered 2 mleeping Japs on the beach
and believed killed 2 Jape of a small party flushed from a hut 500

yards inland. Following enemy grenade fire, an estimated 12 = 15 Japs
were observad on the island as cur patrol was forced to withdrawe

On 12 July, Capt Boticher and 14 men departed from Tadji on
patrol to the Tong area (see sxhibit "J¥ for complete report).

The troop strength at base camp dur:.ng 12 July to 1 August wes
3 officers and varied between 50 and 60 wen. These men carried on
routine duties of garrison and furnished daily details to XI Corps

and 32d Division. A small supply detail was employed daily in pre-~

paringoClass I, II, and IV supplias to be dropped by 0-47 planass to
owr patrols. . .

The radioc message center required 4 operators et all times.
Msanwhile, every avallable man was alerted to occcupy pill boxes near
base camp in event of an enemy brealfthrough of the Driniwmor and Nigia

River lines.
On Auguast 1, Lt. Barrards patrol returmed.

On 7 August, Capi Bottoher was rocelled from the field to have an
interview with the 0.G. XI Corps, rslative to the situation in the Tong

aref.

On 8 August, Lt. Wortham, Lt Stesile ard 18 men departed from base
on patrol to taks over the Yapunda sector, relieving Lt Baxter's pa=-
trol. Owing to change of plens thie patrol was recalled 9 August
{for report, soa exhibit "K*

Lt. Lillie and 15 men ratumad from patrol of Lumi.

~15- | } é/
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On 17 August, It Baxter and 34 men returned from Yapunda. By
15 August the Division Task Force entered a tramsition pericd in
which the 434 Division. tock over the mission end assigmment of the
324 Division. The 524 Reconnaissance Troop patrols were all re=-.
lisved at this time. The Altape Usmpaign was orficially closed 25
August 1944, -

This unit, in accordance with Division Dlrective went into a
brief rest and c¢leaning pericd. From 21 August to dste the unit is
undergoing a 4yweekltraining program; at the same time it is being
re~supplied and re-organized with new equipment for subsequent
moves and/or opsrationss

--}PREENT PHASE OF OPERATIONS

1l



- - S —

SECR

['5)

I

e i
=

324 RECCNNAISSANOE TROOP
AFO 32, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

Mot o ——. T

PATROL REPORT

EXHIBIT "a" 15 Hareh 1944

Raference taps: Saidor and Pouwern Bay Sheet, B 55/6, NE New Guinea.
1" equals 1 mile.
4derial Photas.

Overlay No. 1.

1. DESIGNATION A:D SIZE OF PATROL: Troop Headquarters, lst and 3d platoons,
524 Reconnaissance Troop, five Ufficers and 11l Enlieted Yane
Loadert Captailn George Mac E. Boywles.

2. ILdE OF DEPARIUAE AsD RITURN: Departed OSL, 25 Fabruary 1944 and
returnad 1720L, 12 ilerch 1944,

3. BSITUATION AND HISSIOH: To advance to GARULI by the way of the YORI-
WIWAL treck passing through s battalion of the 128th Infantry at 34BUI,
orossing the HOT RIVIR and occupying WAIBANG, then moving West to ASANG
on the REITE-HAIBANG track and prevent the movement of Japs to the North-
West by cutting the RANBA-ASANG track and to recommoiter all other tracks
out of ASAIG for one~half days march. To locets and destroy all Japa in
this area and sslect possible air droppinzs West of ..AIBANG,

4. QRESULTS ACOUIPLISEED: The recounesissance of the sectors thet were
assigned to the Troop showsd thai treils and villages as shown on the map
ware not ascurate. Trail as shown on the meps from RAMBA to tha YAZAI
RIVER and down the YAXI RIVER to the trail lesding into ASAN% doas not
exist. & trail was cut frow the XAKAI RIVER 4o HOBAP and thereis a treil
from OBAP to BUWAYENA then to SUZ4AHG back to the YAXAL RIVER and to ASANG.
For further informatlon regerding the trails end villazes, ses atbtached
overlays

Troop occupied :AIBAIY 1500L, 27 Februery 1944. Taree Japs killed,
telaphone line strumg from ZABUAI 4o #AIBANG.

20 Jebruary 1944 - 3d platoon moving from HAI3AN 3 4o SIRIEVG
:185108e 1 Karch 1944 entire Troop at SIRIZ:G MISZICH.

Hlatives reported 1 ilarch 19%4 the presence of Jape at
SEREMURE and KOREMORE, We shot a Jap officer and two enlisted men
where the SENG RIVER crosses the REITE-iAIBANGZ track. Also this same
date captured enemy machine-gun, three rifles, sixteen hand grenades,
regimental records, pay books, maps, officer’s ineignie, money from the
Pnillipines and etc. Found that poseible air droppins could be made
at SIRIZNG HISSION. Extended telsphone line from KAIBANG to SIRIENG
#ISSIOY. Three enemy planes over night of 1 March 1944,

~le
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EXHIBIT ®A", QONTD.

2 Warch 1944 patrols reached ASANG., One Jap was machine=gunned
night of let March at SIRIENG HISsION.

3 Mareh 1944, was spent in moving frow SIRIENG MISSION to ASANG
with remainder of Troop and euprlies.

L Mgreh 1944, killed 2 Japs at an old bivouac area located at
(31s4=79.4) Pommern Bay Shest. This Jap bivouac area consiated of &
large headquarters, officers’ mess, corrals, hospltsl, much sbondoned
aquipment gonaisting of saddles, bridles, baga of oata, etce Sigma
indicate thgt & mounted unit left here mbout three weeks ago.

5 karch 1944, patrols out frow ASAUG to SIRIENG &ISSIOH, frow
ASANG to SORANG to BOHAWENA. Another patrol from ASARG to RA-BA across
cauntry to MOBAP) thence back to ASANG via BOMAWENA, FPatrole worked up
and down the YAKAL RIVER, but did not find evidence of any Jape.

By the 8 of lMaroh 1944 ths following line had been establisheds:
lat section of the 34 platoon at point where the SENG RIVER grosses the
REITE-HAIBANG track, 1 section Troop Headquarters at YAKAL RIVER orossing
between ASAING and BONAWENA, 24 section of the 3d platoon at &0RANG, lat
section of lst platoon et M4SI, 24 Sgotion of the lst platoon at MIB,
Troop Headquarters at ASANG and until the 11 of March when we were with-
drawn we had patrols cpersting from the SENE RIVER crossing on the REITEX
FAIBANG track, West to & point hald way between HIB and BASOR.

Total number of Japs killed: 13. Total mumber of Japs found
dead elong trails and in villages: 88. Misgion aseigned the Troop by
Ge2 accomplished 5 Harch 1944,

Fe DETAILED REPORT: (Saa Qvarlay-J
ae« Sulmitted to the A0 of S, G~2, 32d Infauntry Division the
following enemy documentai

(1; Overlaye

(2) Maps
(3) Diaries
(4) Parsonal letters and postcards.
(5) Unused office mtationary.
(6) tHedical Reporis.

(7) Decorations and insignia.
b. Location and nature of native villages (see overlay).

¢ Character of ground coversd. (see overlay).

d. Details of stresms, crossings and other obstacles (refer to overlay).

6. COMDITION OF PATROL ON REUTAN: The general physical condition of the
men on return was fAir. Elsven men were evacuated due to minor ailmente.
Since returning to the Troop area 32 men have developed fever which lia

neither malaria or dengues

7. QULiEHT81 a, Rations: Radions used durin§ tha period of operation werast

(1) "™ retion, *J" ration, and the "len in One” ration. “hile on patrols
individuals usually carried "C" ration. Rations were transported frow one
village to another by native bearers. The “Ten in One ration” was the best
ration conaumed by the Troop; however, movement of the Troop was sc rapid
at tiwes that the "Ten in one Retion" that had besn opened had to be
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carried in packs.

b, Equipment carriedt Jungle pack consisting of the poncho, exira
socks, one towel, toilet articles, medical kit, jungle sweater.

(1) Uniform: Steel helmet, HBT, laggzings, either army, warine
or jungle boot.

(2} Aumunition end Weaponet Personal arws, 1l unit of fire per
man, 3 LiG's par platoon, 8 boxes of <30 cal. amwunition par
machine gun, 3 haid grenades per wans

(3) Hadios: 2 - SOR 19% and 2 = SOR 284. 1 = 155 radio re-
mainsed at Division.

{4) Demolitions: None.

c. On the morning of 27 February 1944, I requested artillery fire
on the village of -AIBANI as well as on the trail leading from the -OT
RIVER into MAIBANG. 'men I went over this trsil snd up into iAlBAWS I
found that the artillery bursts had perfectly bracketted the entire trail
from the MOT RIVER up to the outekirts of FAIBANGs Two freshly killed Japs
evidently killed by the artillery wers found along the treil. In -ALBANG
jtself 24 Japanese wers found on the outskirts of the village having beeu
ikilled by artillsry fire during the last 24 hours.

8. RE0O...EIDATIONS: A. Native Bearers: It ls recommended that the Troop
be provided with one ANZAV NOO, two police boys and 100 bearers at ths
begimninz of the next misslon and thet they rsmain with the Troop for the
langth of the entire operatiocn. Operating in this manner will greatly
ineresss the mobility and maneuverability of the Troop and would eliminate
the carrying of rations to outposts by wembers of the Troop. ©On the last
nission, the Troop was dependent to ﬁreat axtent on "bush natives' for
carrying cargo. These "bush natives” had to be peid ef for their services
with retions, which ordinarily would have been eaten by Troop personnel.

It is Purther gacoumanded thait all rations for the Troop be asseubled
at a centrally located poimt for the begimiing of the mission and thet
the point be used until another fseder point becones wors practéable. 4s
an example, the last rations which came through from YORI and HAIBANG
required two days to transport by way of 3ABU{I. Had they cone along the
trgil on the North aide of the kot River, it would have been a one day
sarry from YORI to HAIBANG.

Be e of Bations - & 100 ration breakdown of 70 "Ten in One"
rations, 8 BN ratioms, & "K" radions and & "C" ratione is suzgested for
the next operstions The "Ten in One" is not sufficient in itself. It is
not practical for swall patrols because a great deal of the "Ten in Uns”
has to ba cooked and eatsn tozsther or wastaze will result. The wIn
ration is suggzested becsuse of the powdsrad milk, roasted peanuts, and
dried frhite contained therein. The " ration iz recomssnded because
of the beef boullion, lack of "C" crackers and the swaell asount ol spacs
it takes up in e packs The "0" is reconmedded for groups which go for-

ward of the main body into s R

?ots where 14 is not safle to ta'le uwre ualiveos
Jor Pear of them going "bush". The "C" ration is entirsly laciking in

variety and atbtrectiveness, but it will keep soldisrs going on the trail
and can be eaten hot or cold if need bee.

SECRET
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EXHIBIT "A", GCONTD.

ce Footwear! The Rsconnesissance Tpoop has found that the iHarine
service sho is far superior to any shos now in use by the Army and all
officera of thla comsand have expressed the desire to purchass at least
ons pair of harine shoes, if 9aid purchase can be arranged. The jungls
boot as indicsted in previous reporte is entirely unsatisfactory over
terrain such as was coverasd in the Troop's last wission.

de Yeapops: It ie the desire of this Officer to return o Ordnance
nine of the organization's 12 LiG's. Nine Lii's carried oa the last mission
made 12 native beerer loeds and the spare parte kits and pmunition for
these weapons wede up 2 total of 48 boy loads. The LiiG's, the spare
parts kits and asmunition thues employed 60 natives to movs from village
to village. When "bush natives"” could not be employed to carry thess
weapong, the men carried them themsslves, which decrsased watarially the

maneuverability of the Troope

On the basis of the above wentioned condition, it is requested
that the Troop be issued nine BAR's in lieu of nine LiG's. Should BAR's
be issued, the three Lid's would be ewployed by Troop rfeadquarters.

GEORSE nAC B BOWLES
Captain, Cavalry
Commend ing

Inclas
Overlay
Aarial Fhotos.
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THE TADLAU JPER4TI ]
Rz "BY

Elawents of the Task force wers: 2ad Baitalion 128 InTentry;
AT Caupany, 126 infentry; 2nd Platoon, 324 Reconuaissaace Troop;
"' Battery, 120 Fisld Artillery; end Battalion Aid Detschment.

The wission of the Battelion Cowbat Team was as follows: +o
wake an emphibious lending at Yalau Plantetion, Hew 3ulnea on "D
day, 5 sarch 1944, at "H" hour, O700L; to establish a perimeter for
Sattalion C.Pa; to sand out recounzissence and combat vatrols to in-
tercent ensuy straggler lines and avacuses who were apparently st-
temptin: to bypass the Saidor trer with Zogadjim or nadang as their
objectives. A gecondavymission wes 0 take the suall coastal village
#indiri, where a Jap huspital was resorted by aerial recomaissances
The entire cperation wes &esigned as a limited scals offansive to-
ward Bozadjim and the haresswent of the enemy's rear guard.

During this operstion, the coubat tsam was the westermmost disw
position of Amsrican Troors in Hew Juinea. It was completed just
prior to the wultiple landings by elements of the Sixth Aruy at
Tanehwerab Bay, Hollendia and Aitape in April 1044,

Gontemporansous with the 2nd bettalion 135 Ipfentry landing
at Ialau, the Australian Sevanth Divieion was meking its way through
the Ramu Velley toward Bogadjime. Sventually, ths 2nd battalion
Corward patrols were to contact Aussia patrola betwssn Bau Plan-
tation and Bogadjim. Initiel contact was made during the first
week in Adpril 1944,

FIRSTD. HISSION

Ref. Mape: Saidor and Pommern
a. iuissiou of the Sesond Platoop Bay 1" squals 1 mile.

Initially, the wissfion of the platoon was two-fold, az follows:

1. First Section

Une sectlion of 3% man commanded by Lt. Sands wes
to proceed acress the Jowar River and to the T bank of
the Hale River on "D" day; to emtablish a sectisn per-
imeter with listening and/or observation posta, as
near the coast and, {b) alons the coastal track within
observation of the ¥ bank of the ale River. Aany
enemy activily or resistance encountersd to thie pos-
ition wes to bs reported immediately to battalion.

2. Sewond Saction
4 pecond saction of 10 men undar Lt. Mchert was

to procesd to the village of Dumun on "D" day, acting
g8 & gsecurity patrol for a 120th Field Artillery,
Zattery otserver party of 1 officer snd & men.

An JP was to be scteblished at Dumun and any
eneny activity and novemants wers to be reported to
battalion.
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EfHIBIT "8", CONTD.

Jnsrations

First Secticn

The landing was unopproced, and the first section
proceeded on 5 harch 1544 at 0830L across he dowar
hiver. They then went throuzh HMmisangsr which was
uncegupied and reached the E bank of the iale River by
1500L. 4 parimétsr and OP syste:m wes esteblished.
Comrunication was waintained with battelion by field

phone.

6 varch 1%hh. The first esction wes ordered by
fattalien Conwander $0 reconnciter Xul 2 and an un-
aned village ialand Crow Kul 2. Xul 2 wes reachsd by
1200L. & small patrol was sant to reconnoiter {ul 1
and unemed village. The umewed villaze wes not found.
A native police boy with the first segtion killad a
Jap batween Xul 1 and {ul 2.

The firet section joined & patral from "3" cowpany
near Xul 1. Hission of the combinod patrols was now to
galn contact with enemy by edvancing on Caps Aizny and
then to Bau Plantation. desistaucs was Cirst encount-
ared by our patrols ail szall crezk nesr Kul 1 where a
LiG was located zuarding the crossing. Two Japs oper=
ating this OP wsre taken by surprise and killed. Lt.
Senids with 4 wen crossed the strasw and raided the
anezy UPs  Ampunition, rice, and Japenese issus food
wore destroyed. Sone papers and documents were found
in a nearby hut. A4ll intellizence items were sent to
reginmanial S=Z. -

7 varch 1944, "3" compeny and first section, 2nd

platoon cordined patrol, procesdsd to swell crgek I of
Beu and established perimeter of defenca.

8 farch 1944. Advance was made on Bau Plantation
where perimeter was astablished for ths nizht. A4t
1900L & small party of Japs attemptsd an attack but
ware rapulsed.

G dareh 1%4&. Feconnsizesuce of Dau Flantation
was vade & to Kawbare River. Jeps were wakin: a stend
at Kaubaras idver. Col. Dixon then ralisved the first
ssction Jor brief rest and called on batitalion for one
coupeny to wainualn conitact and haress the Japs 8long
Xgubara line. Zstimated enesy opoosition at this time
was one reinforced company.

10 sigreh 1944, Lt. lichert and 10 wen who corm
pleted mission to Dwwun arrived at Bau joininz Lt.
Sande. WFaw wission was now assizned 4o second platoon.

-2 22



EXHIBIT "B", GOHTD.

2. Second Section
Upon landinz tha second section procsaded along

trail <o Dumun. The trail wasg abscured throush disuss
and it was necessary to uss bush trsils. Jith the
assistance of two police boys, the ssecond section re-
ached Dwmw by 1500L. Cowbat wire had boean laid by the
Field Artillery crew and comiunication was inaediately
astablishad. UP's yore nlaced around Duuun.

ko eneny aotivity was obasrvel durinz the nsxt 2
deys, but 1t wes lzarned frou netivezs thet Japs were
using remote inland treils, avoiding contect end
attenpting to escape.

The ssection, ite wissiou heving been cowpleted,
was recalled by battalion 5-2 on 8 Harch 1344 and it
returned to Yalen where it aweltsd transportation by
barge %o join Lt. Sands' first section et Bau Plant-
aticn. I% rejoined the platoon on 10 iarch 1944,

800D . IS5 IO

The second platosn was rnow intacht and s new wilasion wes sss-
igzned by hattalion cosuander et Bau Flantations

1. &3 STTUATICH
From reliabls native ssurcos 14 wes lsarned that the
Japs were using a trail throush Sama Sace 1o the lanbars
fdiver as an evacuation routs, and that Saga Saga was an
overni=it resting place for the snemy. Two sachine guns
were reported covering ths treil on sech 3ide of the

village.

2. LISSIQN
The mizsion of the platoon was Lo attach and capiure
Sage Saga. One scetion of "8 comnany wee ales megigned
this mission, and to be smployed as an enveloping Toree on
ths villaze.

The second platoon was to procesd aleng ane of two
trails (north of Cape Riguy) and bivouse the night of 12
darch 1944 at a point about 1500 yards from Sapa Szpa.
The sesction From "% comrany was %o take the second
trail throu-h Eau Plantaticn. BSecond platoon was to
ationck from the east and 'E" compsny frow the west. Tips
of avitack wes 1030L 13 lLarch 1544, Artillery firs wes to
be placed on village nivht 12/13 Larch 1984 . Thess bati-
aries wera located con besch near Yaslou. The 4ir Corps had
nigsion of hombing and strafing the villsge Trom 09COL to
0930L morning of 1% kerch 1044,

ATy & M AT
5 «  UPIRATICLB
AU bl

The sasond platssn and "2 coupany vove? oub inde-
partly from Bav Plantation on 12 vareh 1944, Ths two

patrola hzd & rondavouz bivniae pizht of 12 darep 18hl

3~
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EXHIBIT "B", CONTD.

*

at a peint 1500 yards fron Saze Sage, arriving st 1500L.
At 1500L Col. Dixon and the platoon lsadsrs went feorward
to a position on trail frow which 3a-a Sare wes visable.
The villaze was on a bald promontory, excellantly sit-
uated for dafencs. Jnly ons d = 3 trail extended thrarzh
the village.

Tha plan wes for the sacord platoon o bs gulded
throuzh the bush by the tultul of Ssgzs Jaga, and arrroach
from a hill ilmmediately te the easti of the villaze.

HE" compsmy was to aproach uphill frow tha west end
to launch tha atteck simultansously with second platoon.
Jn 13 lsarch 1944 both patrols woved out and 21l plans
proezadsd as ascheduled.

Onz Jap wss killed in villagze e 10%0L as both
patrols atfaclcad. Zvidently during the boubinz and
strafing, wiich was very effective and accurate, tho wa-
chine zsun crew sullsd out.

The villaze had been extensively uscd as a rzst cawp
by snenye ZSits of mative foods were lylug sround end uvew
uts had been built containing” buoks. Iuperaus freah tracks
ware evident.

The Battalion Cowmander then sent "2 company hagk
to Bau Plantation. The second platoon was 1o ocoupy the
villaze and sei up an subush along treil leadlng into
village from the aouthe

Batween 13 varch 1984 and 18 warch 1944 the second
platoon killed 17 Japs by embush, and strivped the snemy
dead of all bslonginzss About one out of four were
arweds. BSome were well clobhed. BStecks of records were
beiny carrisd by those killed. OGbviously, thay wers
avacuess seslzing escaps toward the coest and Soradjime
Continuous contact had been maintained with bettslion
C.Fe by SCR 284, inforuto: battalion o2 all zctivitye.

The second platoon was relieved by another secticn
from "E' company on 18 rarch 1944, and returned to Bau
Plantastion, thance by barge to Yalau Flantation whers it
went luto resti period. '
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EXHIBIT "B", CONID.

ToIRD wiS3ION

£ I2UA Il

Toward the cnd of warch the Japs were no longer usipg
tha routs throuzih 3a-a Saga, 8z thay wera gwars thst our
troops conirolled the area. They were cutiing new trails
inland to the west throuzn Dinam and iebus. Duridng the
later part of siarch, Lt. Sillette hsd been ordersi o cap-
ture Dimaw 2nd set up anbuah there.

Ua 3 April 198k the second platoon was asaisnad a third
wns sa2ction under Lt, Sands was to go to

oDt —

ard Pinal wisaicn.
ebu end set up an auwbush Lthare.

The segcond section uwwder Sgt. Sohirack was o procesd
t5 Dinow end relieve Lt. Gillette's petrol. Both patrols
ware to reconnclitsr the iLixmedizte sreas apnd report on ex-

tent of enamy acltivity.

OPEAAT LS

Both patrols left Talsu on 2 April 1944 and arrived at
respective villexee on & april 1944, Betwsen & - & April
1, eix poorly avsed, fairly well clothed enewy were
131128 at Binzm snd Tive at rebue Thia patrol was srain re-
lieved by _Li. 3illotta's section snd ordersd io returp to
Yalau. Total eneuy killed by platoon on these ihree wiasions
was 28. e sufferad no casualties frow enemy action. Fri.
Snodzrase disd et 184h Portable iHospital, Yaleu, ifew Iuluse
g3 result of tyrhus coniracted on patrol.

The platoon srrived st Yelau 10 April 104, and return-
ed to bese eaun, hecholiz point on 12 April 194k,
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32d REGONMNAISSANCE TROOP EWB/vee
AP0 32, ofo Postmaster
San Franeisce Californisg

EXRIBTT Mo ' 15 June 1944

PATROL HEPORT

Map Refsrences: Saidor, 1 inch egquals 1 mile,

1.

2

3.

oo

5.

7o

Singorkai, 1 inch equals 1 mile,
Wankina, 1 inch equals 1 mile,

DESIGHNATTION AND SIZF OF PATROL:

ae Patrol Ieader - lst Lt Edwaerd H Baxter.
b, Composition of patrol - Opl Lilly, Tec 5 Koschmann (radlo operator),
H0 Dsborn (ingau represembative), two police boys and 39 carriers.

COLMUN ICAT IO NS

. One SCR - 284
b, One sat sireground lisison ranels.

¢, Natlve rmunners,
FATTONS AND TNDIVIDUAT BEQUITPLIENT:

a. Ten and one and class "GT ratichs were used,
b. Standard jungle equipment and packs were carrisd,

SUPELZ:

a2, Ten end one and class "4 rations and squipment for 12 days were vardied,
b, Subsequent requirements wore landed on the coast by barge.

TIUE OF DEPARTURE AND HETURN:

a. Departed Saidor (Wilwilan Beach) 12 April 1944, O915K,
b. Returned to Saidor, 2 Hay- 1944, 1500K.

MISITONS:

a. To establish a base in the Tapen-Gasbutamon area and using natives to
patrol area and contact bush natives, to try to gain some information
concerning Piper (ub observation plane and it's occupants (pilot and
Maj Kirdig), This plane having been forced down about three months

before, '
b, ilission changed to include search for B=24 Liberator and iis occupanta,

which erashed 16 4pril 1944.

RESULTS ACCOMPI.ISEED:

a. Contacted all ngtive groups belween Maramum and Kepoiek and from
Yagomal to Roimpi and none could give sny infeormation of creshed

Piper Gub or its ocecupants,
e Patrol located crashed B-24 Liberator at Singorkai sheet {73.8 - 52.8)
and aided in the rescue and evacuation of seven of its ten occupants. 2 \O

-’-



e EXFIIRIT "C¥ CONT'D -

PATROL LQG&

‘12 April 1944

Ieft Wilwilan Beach by IOM ab 0915K, landed at Gali at 1230K, Plan
to advance along Tapen-Cabutamon track, estzblish base and send natives to check
side trails and villages, Reached Ruange 1615K, established camp for night., Trail
gteep, about 15 Jap skelstons along route, & or & burned or buried in Ruange.

13-15 goril 1944
Departed Ruange, arvived Bwani 1330K, 13 April 1944, camped for night.

Vigited bush villege, contacted Imluai who knew nothing of Piper Cub. Arrived
Tapen 14 April 1944 gt 0915K. Large village almost entirely burned, more than
100 Jap skelstons in village. Set up base outslde village, Contacted village
officials sho could give no infommation of Piper Cub. Horning of 15 April sent
one nstive patrol to villages to E and § and another to licam, Instructed to
bring village officials back to Tapen for questioning, Negative report from

Mosm ard Gabwhbamon, trail impassable,

16 April 1944

Between 1500k and 1600k noticed P-38 Lightning, circeling high above
area, Viemable st times through extremely thick clouds, From sbout 1600K until
1630K heard a plane diving et intervals, and et 1630K caught a glimpse of a B-24
Liberator, ccming down in a straight dive. Pasged from view bshind hills asnd was
neard to crash at 1630K. Judged plans to have gone down 2 to 3 miles from Tapen
on 205° azimuth, Went oul immedistely with patrol and natives ard gearch for
plane, Forced back by dsrkness at 1800K, Notified G-2 of develppmenta.

17 _April 1944

It Baxter and WO Osborn with 6 ngtives followed Tapen-Windiluk
trail tc search side trails for plane or natives who saw it crash. Sent police
with large party of natives to search cross country to point where plane was
thought to have gone down, Met patrol returning from villages 4o E and SE.
Negative report on Piper Cub, Returred to Tajen at 1715K. Wative Kantor from
Windiluk reported he had found two natives who heard plane crash,

18 spril 1944 .
Departed early with patrol and 2 days rations io contact rativea

who heard plane crash. At O830K cub came over and searched for plane, then de-
parted, Found natives at Suwat (76.3 - 51,6), Obgerved burnt area on ridge at
sbout (73,8 - 52.8). HNatives verified this as direction plare was heard to

crash. Weather closed in sbout ncon.

89 April 1944

Hith native guides, followed bush trails up ridge to burni area,
At 0930K found first parts of plans, then bulk of plave, badly shattered and
partially burned. Apparently plane came down with terrific foree, as wings

and fuselaege were shattered, all four motors were torn out and wrecked, all
guns were broken ard twisted. I believe no oecupant could hawve survived the crash

fthere was no evidence that plene was occupied when it orashed. Flane in its
location snd condition is unfit for aslvage, Plane was U S Army B-24, serial

No 000, Retuened to Tapen,

-

Page 2
A



S EXHIRIT YGM CONI'D y

20-22 april 1944
Sent  imformgtion imto G-2 by redic. Notified rigtives ¢f areg

to search for 8 or 10 airman who might have come down by perechute, and irf

found to care for them and bring them to coast at Malglemai, On 21 2pril moved
bage from Tapen to Malalamai. On 22 April sent native patrol to Yagomi, Tatang
and Kepoiak and another to Kosit and Gabutemor, to try to gain infommaticn about,
orashed piper cub and to instruct natives regarding possible presence of eirmen,

23 April 1944 :
Lt Baxber, ®0 Osborn and 2 natives while enroute to Yagomi met

Luluai of Gabwbamon bringing in lst It Trumen T Herdersen, who had parschuted
from the Liberatcr snd come dowh in the Ygut ares. Took Henderson to Melalemei
and sent Iumlual back to irnstruet z11 natives to searck for aimmen and bring them in,

24 April 1944 | "
Visited Yagemi, natives knew of airmen informetion regarding piper '

cub negative, At about 1400K natives from Gabutamon brought in lst It Carroll

G Henry, S/Sgt John R (lapton and S/Sgt Ronald G Stein, Landed in Yaut area also,
wore wosk and hungry but all right physically. FI boat arrived at 1530K, stood

off and attempted to land rations by Ranger Boat, Raining hard and water very
rough, gave ingtructions for PT boat to return and reguested barge for next moraning,

25 soril 1944 i

Received additional supplies, SCR 192 in % ton and It Lillie ard '
& men as replacements, Sent Four airmen, Cpl Lilly and Tec 5 Hoschmann inte :
Saldor, FRecieved message from Li Rae; Lngau representative, that three zirmen

were down the coast in Roimii area, It Lillis and W0 Osborn went to investigate,

26 April 1044
' It Lillie and WO Osborn returned with 1st It Robert § sStons, Sgt

Sharn and Sgt Réehmond, tharp landed in Nekspo ares, Ctone and Rickmond came
down in the Wadebo-liarewum ares, Airmen returned to Saidor by barge.

27=29 Arrd] 1944 '

Tock smell patrel vis Kosit and Gabutsemon to Yaut which is emall
village of widely scsttered bhuts accupied by Gabutemon bush natives. Approvimate
locetion Nankina sheet (66.0 - 53.5). Searched for remaining 3 airmen. (It
Franklin, Sgts Bgan and Pieucl) and missing pPirer eub without success. Netive
runner brought messsge from Gapt Bowles recalling entire patrol. Returned %o
Melalemal arriving at 15308, 29 April, It Lillie and thres men had departed, Tec
4 Glark was with me, Tec 4 Vermies and Pfe Srebro had been left to guard radio
car end equipment. A patrol from the 126th Tnf was on hand to relieve my patrol. |
Gave &1l possible information to leader of relief valrel, sent megsage requesting -'

barge.

20 _4pril - 2 May 1044

L0V came down 30 ADY 44 buv wss brosched, No transportation
arrived on 1 May and we were notifisd barges were not availsble. It Baxbter and
Tec 4 Clark welked aleng besch trail to Saider erriving 1500k, 2 Moy 1S944. 'Tec
4 Vermiss and Ffc Srebro were left to guerd equipment and were attached to 126th
Inf patrol, returaing to Saidor when this patrol was recslled,

ZUWARD H BAXTER
Ist 1t, Cavalry
Fatrol Ieader, j's/



b/ : ! 324 RECONMAISSAHCE TROCP EWL/Pyww
! [ S APQ 32, o/o Postmaster
f ; v ' San Francisco Cglifornia

i EXHIBIT °D° 21 May 1944

PATROL REPORT

Reference Map: Seno East 1" aquals 1 mile
Hauk Fast 1" equals 1 mile
Nanu West 1" equals 1 mile
Overlay

1. DESIGNATICN AND SIZE OF PATROL: One Officer and 25 B from 3rd Platoon,
32d Reconnalssance Troop; ons Angau Warrant Officer and 125 netlve carriers.
Lesdert 1lst Lt Edward W Londrigan.

2. IIME OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN: Departed O0745XK 9 May 1844 and returned
1330K 20 May 1944,
2. MISBION: To reconnoitar trail approximately 25 wmiles directly south

s :
of dnawo and over Torricelli Mountain Range and to report aumy movament of
enemy in that vieinity. To question matives concerning Jap operations and

bivouacs in that area.

4. RESULIS ACCOMEPLISHED:
as Trail was passabls from Falaura over Torricelli Range.to Asier.

be A golumn of approximately 100 Japs with native guides had passed :
over track (refer to log 14 May 1944 ) thres weeks previous to
15 Nay 1944. Recormaiseance patrol of 5 men were operating in
vicinity of Wumerau three days previous to 16 May 1944,

c+ Trails south of Torricelli Range were in good condition and
fairly well traveled. 4ll villages in this ares wers situated
on mountein tops, providing a good visw of surrounding country.

d. Natives were friendly, and we bartered with them for food for
ourselves and the native carrisra. They gave inforvation resdily
on being quesstioned.

o+ Apprehanded two natives who were working for Japenese as recruiters
for native help and as netive guides. These were turned over to i
Angau for gueationing. .

f. Natives were willing to guide the patrol through wountain trails, '
and some volunteered to go to the comast with us to work as
carriers, although most villages were depleted of able bodied men.

g+ Nor detalils and sumary of results showing location and condition
of tracks, stresms, villages, and entirs area coverad by the psirol,
refer to the amotated overlay sketoh and log.

5« DETAILED REPOAT: (See overlay and log of reconnaissance) i
8+ Location end nature of native villages (see overlay and log) ’

b. Character of ground covered (see overlay and log)
o+« Detalls of atresws, crossings and other obetacles (refer to
overlay and log).
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324 RECCNNAISSANGE TROOF ? EWL/Pvww
APO 32, c¢/o Postmaster
San Francisco,California

EXHIBIT "p", QONTD. 21 May 1944

10G OF PATROL

One officer and 25 men from 3rd Flatoon, 32d Reconnaissance Troop
with 125 native carriere, departed Troop 0P by vehicle at O745K
this day. Patrol to be out for 14 days. Arrived at emd of vehicle
road 0815K. There we dismounted and the natives adjusted rations
and radio to be carried. left IP (00.8 - 53.0) at 0900K, Arrived
Chinapelii 1300K. Trail very ewampy and muddye. Stopped for night
at this point. Uo "I, 127th Infantry outpost at Chinapelli. Con-
tacted Angau WO to accompany petrol and ic handle our natives and
question local natives concerning activities of Japs in their own
territory. Learned from Angau and 2 native police boys that the
trail originally planned was blooked by landelide and to the best
of our knowladge the only trail remeining to our objective was
through the Kaposm villages snd Tapunda. It was decided to take
this trail after contacting OF.

Departed Chinapelll 0830K. Encountered very swawpy and muddy trail.
Reached objective of day, Xamti at 180CK (88.9 = 42.0) where we
contacted outpest of 125th Infantrye OUontacted Troop CP by radio
and obtained permission to rest toworrow. DlNen and nstives were
completely fatigued. - Found 5 dead Japs and much enemy equipment
slong the trail.

Aftar teking into comsideration condition of men and nativea and
our mission it was decided to reduce the personnel of patrol and
sacrifice strength for speed as we had lost at lsast 3 days marchs
It was decided %o return 15 men and 27 nativea who were not
pyhsicaly fit to continue. These men raturned to Troop CF. This
information wae sent by radic to Troop OF. Preparaticus made %o
move out following day.

Departed from Kawti 0830K. In native huts and along trail in and
around Paiwl found & dead Japs and killed 2. One of the dead Japs
wad an Officer. OFf the 2 Japs killed, one in very bad sordition.
The other in fair conditlon. Were unarmed and carried only canteens,
and cooking utensils. Palwi had been heavily bombaed and strafed.
Contimuing on the trail it was found to he in good condition for
approximately 6 miles. After that we had to cross meny streams and
2 rivers, the Nigia end the Lipan. The trail was very wuddy over
this distanca. %o bivouaced at (96.2 ~ 32,9), at a govermment

rest house, arriving there at 1700K. Men and natives in good
condition. At this point we found a dead Jap in an old Angeu reat
house- Be was armed with a rifle and 30 rounds of ammunition. We
contacted Troop CP by radio and gave them our destination for

following day.

'_250



L1 15

i
19 My fouas
. |
}.- r

s

—

20 May 1944

Foot noted:

3 EXHIBIT "D", CONTD.

| N

Dspartedsﬂaiar 0730k for Chinapelli. Encountered very mountainous

‘terrain and swollen streams due to heavy rain. Arriving at Palsura

1700K. Contacted oubpost of 127th Infantry. Continued on to
Chinapelli, arriving at 1800K. Han and nativea extéapiionally

tired.

Departad Chinapelli at O900K. Angau, one police boy and several
natives remained at Chinapelli awasiting arrival of native basrers
with sick natlve who had fallen behind the previous day. Patrol
continued to coast with native carriers. Arrived at {00.9 = 53.0)
at 1230K. Picked up by vehicle and returnsed to Troop CF I33QK.

Angau recruited approximately 50 natives on return trip, alse
picked up 2 Jap police boys (1 Major and 1 Captain) at
Paitijomgutla et (05.9 - 20.4) on 18 May 1944,

L]

EDWARD W. LCNDRIGAN
lat Lt Cavalry
Patrol Leader

e —— e
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\ b ' 324 RECONNAISSANCE TROCP
ST APO 32, ¢/o Postmaster
' San Francisco California

. ‘ EXHIBIT *E" Vi May 1944

PATROL REPORT

Reforence Hapt Aitape East Sheet, 124848 New Guinsa.
1* equals 1 mile '
bitape West Sheet, 1048, NE New Guinea.
1" equaddkmile.
Warra Eagt Sheet, 1248, NE New Guines.
1 oquala 1 mile

1. DESIGNATION AND 8IZF OF PATROL: BSacurity patrol, 1 Captain, Angau,
1 NCO and five EM, 3524 Ren Tre PFatrol leader: Opl Muriel T Pitcoxs

2., IIME OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN: Departed Angau 1030k, 9 May 1944.
Returned to Angau 1800k, 13 iay 1644.

5. MIBBION: Security Patrol for Angau. iission of Angsu, to obtain
native carriers.
4. RESULIS ACOGHMPLISHED: Angau obtained epproximately 200 carriers.

Patrol fourmd the tralls and villages shown on map, were fairly accurate,
with exception of Warapu village.

5. DETAILED REPCRT:
a, 9 May 194%4 = Patrol went by truck to Aitepe. Left Aitape at

1120k and arrived village (87.2 = 55.9) at 1230k. Found

abondoned Jap radic batteries and documente, which have been
turnad in to the Field Security. Procesded Marck village arriving
1700k where patrol spent the night.

be 10 May 1944 - Fatrol left Marok village 0800k. Mound two dead
Japa apparently suicides, in Malol village. Arrived Arop
village 1600k, spending the night heras.

e+ 11 May 1984 — Patrol left Arop village 0730k, via cance across
Siasanc lagoon. Disambarked Warapu #illage, believed to be at
(60+0 - 66+8)» Patrol found sunken Jap barge at (59.5 =~ 62.2).
Cargo had been unloaded by Japs and consiated of approximately
70 cases 18+5 A.P. anmunition, 50 gallone motor cil, 6 cases of
unknown type rocket shells, and storage batterles. Batteries
were carried to Serra village by the patrol. Patrol arrived
Sicsano village 1530k. Take-we and spent the night thers.

de 12 Hay 1944 - Patrol left Sissano village 0930k. PFroceedsd to
Serre village arriving 1300k. This was objective of patrol and

wa stopped there.

e. 13 Hay 1944 - Left Serra at 1400k by barge and arrived angeu at
1800rz. Returned to troop CP 1500k.

-1~
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. . CORDITION OF PATROL ON RETURN: Patrol was in good physical
condition on return.

GO ENTS Y The patrol observed no gign of any Jap occupancy over
long periods of time, but did ese signa leading them to believe thet the
Japs were constantly moving throuch this territory, befors the landing of

this task force. All villages from this route had been flooded with
rrency and it is recommendsd that all patrols thal enter

Japanese invaelion ou
this area be instructed to point out the fact thet the money ie worthless.

MURIEL T PITCOX
Cpl, 324 Ren Tr

ExHIBIT "E", OONID.
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HEADQUARTERS 324 INFANTRY .JDIVISION
Office of the AC of S5, G=2
AP0 32

EXHIBIT "B 15 July 1944

Patrol Order o, 1

Hapet 1"=4 ni AITAPE and WZUAX sheets, atiached overlay.

l. Infofmationt

as dJapanese ircops in strength are attackins our forward slements along
the DRINIUICR RIVER. Enemy may attack from the east with only pari of his

force and atteck ALTAPE from the south and west by moving Porces threugh foot-
hills or south of the TORRICELLI iOUNTAIIB. If his attack from the esst

fails, the remnanis may crosa the mountaina and utilize sscape routes to the
weat to by-pass AILTAPE.

bs * Cur forces continued to hold ANAMO and APUA. AIB parties will
genarally cover the area south of an easti-west lins through SALATA, TForward
eleuents will cover the area from the comat south to the TORAICELLIS.

2, WMissions for patrole: See overlaye.

a. 2d Lt. Barnard's patrol is to establish a base sufficlently close
to the HATAPAU-SALATA treil to enable him to submit any infomation of s
Jap wmovement on that trall on the saws day that the movement 1s sighted.

b. Oapt Boettcher's patrol is to bass in the vicinity of TONG angd
report information of Jap movements in the surrounding arez.

¢ lat Lt. Baxter's petrol is to base in the vicinity of YAPUWDA and
repoit informetion of Jap movements in the surround ing area.

de lat Lt. Lillie's patrol, based in the vicinity of LUWI ia to report
information of Jap movements in the surrounding arsa.

%o {1) Areas mssigned on overlay ave pot patrol boundaries. Areas
assignad are merely areas of responaibility. In following Jep moveuwents
both AILB patrols and our patrols are expscted to keep contect regardless

of area of ressponsibility.

(2) Patrol base may be woved if & wore convenient center is
located to gather information.

(3) Patwol leader, Angau Officer, and radio are to be kept together
a3 much as possible to facilitate coordination, interpretation, and speed
of transmission of informstiona

S ECRET
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EXAIBIP “F®, GONTD,

(4) Patrols will guard ageinst Japs coming scuth over wountains by
posting sentries on treils up the DANDRIWAP RIVER, the DRINDARIA RIVER, the
HARECH RIVER, and the DRINIWMOR RIVER and any other likely routes over the

mountaina. .
4, Adminiatration:d

a. Supply will be by air dropping. GSufficient rations will be kept on
hand to be abls to move back to this bass without an additional dropping.
Rationd drops will be arranged by this Hq ard levsl of native and white rations
ghould be the sames Jusi report mmber of deys rations on hand when regquested.
Except in emersencles, drops will not bs more frequent than every five days.

be PFPatrol leaders are in coumand esnd will require the complete cooper-—
ation and assistance of &ngsu officars.

¢c. Mossages must be compldets: l.e., where, when, what, why, whes Tiie
of observetion, alze of force, and dirsction of movemsale ars =saential.

d+ Ambushee of small Jap parties are authorized to gain information
of enemy intentions and reactions or to capture doecumenta.

5+ Communicationi
a+ All radios will utilize the same codee

~ be Radio messages will be sent ih as early in the daye &as posalble.
Tranemiagsion after 1800K is difficult.

co Daily reports of enemy activities reguired.

d. Reports of eneuwy activities have priority over all other messages.

e« All maessages from HOS {0 any one patrol ars to bs intercepted by all
petrols and decoded.

8/Robert 8 Persuson
RPRUE QOPY' ROBERT 8 FERIUSON
Hajor, G. 3. C.,
Asst 40 of 8, G=2



204 RECONNAISSANCE TROCP BIL/Pruw
APQ 52, c¢/o Poetmaster
Ban Prancisco, Californias

EXHIBIT "g" 12 August 1544

PATROL REFPORT

Reference Mape: Aitape East 1% equals 1 mile

Aitape West 1% equals 1 mile
Hauk East 1" equals 1 mila
Hauk West 1% equals 1 mile
Seno East 1" equals 1 mile
Seno West 1" equals 1 mile

1. DESIGNATION AND SIZE OF PARTOL.

2e

5.

a.Leader of Patrol: 1lst Lt Barnard J Iillie, assistant patrol leadsr =

8gt ¢ Schirack.
b.8ize of patrol:
(1) One Officer and twenty EH from 32d Recomnsissance Troop.
{2) Two B4 Prom 107th Medical Bgttalion as aid men.
(3] One Angen Officer and four native police boys.
(&) Ninety=-soeven nativs ocarriers.
ceConmunicationss
{1) One 284 radio {(two operators).
{2) One M209 eonverter
(3) One set ground panela.
(4) Native runners.
d.Supply:
(1) Individual equipment and seven daye eupply of food, (White and
native fcod).
(2) All subssquent requirements were dropped by plane.

TIME OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN:

#o Departed Angau (Aitape Fast 92.3 = 52.7) 0BOOK, 24 June 1944.
b Returned Tadji (Aitape Easst 93.6 - 52.0) 1300K, 9 August 1944.
¢+ Estimated duration of patrol = Une monthe.

MISSIOS:

a. To proceed to Lumi (55.5 & 156.0) by way of Wom, Mt Somero,.

~ Wilbeiti and Sigaite.

be To establish and hold a base at Ilumi.

c. To patrol and report any enemy mct¥rity in the area roughly bounded
by lami, Mt Somero and Ningal.

de To find out if the old commercial air strip at Lumi gould be en=-
larged to land an ammy transpart plane.

@. Misglon changed to inolude ambushes or small scale attacks on enemy
for the purpose of capturing squipment for identification and to
tent their reaction to such atiacks.

-] E§£1



ESHIBIT "G", CONTD.,

4. RESULTS AOGOMPLuiHEDS

A«
b.

=]

4.

- 1Y

s

g.
he

i.

je

Arrived at Iumi in four deys without ineident.

Establishad a base at Lumi and sent native police and cargo boys
to surrounding villages %o obtain information.

Called all officials of villages in the ares to lumi and explained
our purpose of being there and whet we wanted them to do in regards
to enemy.

Contacted AIB patrol officer Stanley and obtained all information
from him in regards to enemy and natives.

Left Lumi with eight men and one Angeu Officer and Capt O'Donnel
and went to Yemnu via Fongom, Ondrams, Pingil, Nakie and Wititai.
Talked with Patrol Officer Stanley and procsaded to Wublagil via

Plem, Yili and Mambel. Sat up an smbush at Wublagil tc hit enemy

patrols working in that area. Feld ambueh for 48 hours without re-
pults and returned to lumi via Yingeua, Mabul, Karate and Ssbota.
Oapt O'Donnel and four men went to Minatel and set up ambush for
hitting enemy patrols in that area. Their position hald for 20 hours
at whioh time enemy attacked them, guided by local natives of
Yongitei who knew of his position. He wounded several and withdrew
from the village and returned to Lumi next day.

Moved base to Aceti as Lumi was not mecurs enough position and water

wag too far from positdn.
Regeivsed ten men as raplacementa for men returned to Tedji by piper

cub plane, who were sicke.
Resaivsd orders I was to be relieved by reconnaissance patrol from

434 Divialon.
424 Divislon patrol arrived Aceti with native sarrisrs and five more

native police to help in patrol worke.

REPORT OF AMBUSH ON RETURN TRIP:

e

b.

d.

Laft Aceti at O800K, 7 August 1944 with 24 white msn and 97 cargo
natives plus four native prisioners and two pollice boyse.

Capt O'Dommel, Angau, instructod me to take the natives to Angau base
without the help of any Angau overseers as he needed him to handle

the natives in the field.

The order for my return reoeived from G=2, did not include orders for
Capt 0'Donnel or WO Lyons also of Angau who came to Aoeti with
raplacementa. .

I proceeded to Silbaite meeting in route several natives who tried to
tell me of enemy activity but I wes unable to clearly understand them.
A native runner caught me at Sibaite with a message from Capt O'Donnel,
informing me the enemy had wmoved during the night frow Yongiti up to
the head watera of the Gwenlf River, but he didn’t know if it was the
right or left branche I receipted the message and et the same time
received sowe secret papers from Stanley addressed to Task Forcae Hgs.

I informed the men of the onemy position and instructed them to be
careful of ambush and tried to explain the situation to a native police
boy who wae leading us. We procesdad to Mulfuf where we contscted
some village officials who told us enemy was in village of Rauwetel
and they were four strongs The nativs polce boy talked to these
officials and we moved to Rauwetei with a strong point, a safe diatance
ahead of the carrier line. On arrival we scouted the villags but
found no enemy. ¥We did sec evddsnce of their praesence.

—o- b %/



., EXEIBIT %G", GONTD, \
5. BEPORT OF &S, ON RETURN TRIP (GONTINUED)s

d. Wa met anothar village officlal who told us he had come from Wilbuti
and enemy was noi present thers. With native officials leading us, we
procesded to Wilbuti arriving thare at 1240K. As I came up the trail

to the rest house I noticed several nativas sitting around and sent one
for the officlals of the village as I had planned to remain there for
the nights I stopped the column for a rest and called wy mesistant, Sgt
Schirack back from the lead ta inquire bis opinlon oft going along to

Mt Somero as it was still early in the day. 4e we stood talking of this
matter I turned toward the village, as a mative ran from the vicinity of
the rest house and saw an enemy rifleman stending about fifteen yards

to my front in the opens He did not fire but I fired at him. He foll
to the grourd and I notlced later he remained in the same position, st
the same time two machine guns and soveral rifles opened uwp on us. &ev-
eral of the men on hearing the firesi shots had taken up pesitions wheras
they could fire on the enemy and I instructed mwy Sgt and seversl more
men to try io round up the native carge boys and pick up our equipment.
The cargo boye dropped their loads and were rumning in sll directions.
The trail at this peint rume slong the side and below the crest of a
rather steep hill, the enemy being on top of the hill and back from the
edge about tweniy five or thirty five yards. My men were along ths sdge
of the bill and above the trall so there wes very little danger of nat~
ives or whites being hit. With everyonse help and efter wuch confusion
and quite a long lapse of time, we managed %o pick up all the cargo
visible and send the natives up the treil toward Mt Somero with several
of wy men and my 8gt who I instructed to go up the trail and assemble
the cargo line. Dividing my time between the fire Pight and the collegt-—
ing of carge, 1 was unaware of the fact that several of the cargo boys
and saven of my men had turned back on the trall and never reached the
scene of the ambushs The enemy was at this time starting to mae hand
grenades and the men 1 had preaent had no covar byt were out in the open.
Iordered them to draw up the trail and protect the rear of the ¢olumm.
They did thls and as we left the aree we cheecked the ground and area
along the trail for cargo. We found several packs and the 284 Radio
raeceiver and transmitter assembly. I noticed it had bullet holes in it
and as the enamy was still firing at us and we had not any cover, iwo of
the men took the radio up the trail and destroyed it beyond repair. We
then withdrew up the frail to the village of Mau expectiy to fid the
rsst of the men and squlipment there, but did not catch wp with the rest
until we reached Mt Bomera late in the afternmon. We found 39 native
cargo boys but no cargo along the trail and I then learmed the cargo
boye present had thrown away all their equipment and food and I could
not underatand or make them understand me snough to find out where. I
alap learnad that seven of my mem and about 40 cargoe boys were missing.
I felt that they must have retured to Capt 0'Donnel at QOasti or wers
traveling around by bush trails to Tadji as they weren't present at the
scene of ambush when we left. Dus to the feot we had no food I ordared
g guard posted for the night and decided to return to Edq as soon as
posaible. We left Mt Somaro and spent the next night at Malol on the
coaet and returned to Tadji at 1300K 9 August 1944. I learned onn
arrival the seven wen had returned to Ometi.
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CQUMENTS ¢

a+ A patrol should not be sent out an any occassion without Angau
personnsl to take care of the natives. In my opinlon our Troops
ere not qualified to handle natives.

BERNARD J LILLIE

lat Lt Gavalry
Patrol Laader
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| 324 REQNFATSSANCE TROOP ;_
APO 32, cfo Postmaster
8an Francisco, California

EXHIBIT 7H" b Auguet 1944

e W man
- v

PATROL REPORT

Referonce iape! Seno Egat 1" equals 1 mile.

1.

2.

ingsu 2 Auguet L34k

3.

Aitape Pget. 1" equals 1 mile.
Sugin West 1" aquals 1 mile.
Buain Hast 1" equals 1 mils.
Nanie West 1% equals 1 mile.

DESIGNATION 4ND SIZE OF FPATROL:

8. One Offiger and nine B from 33 Platoon, 324 Reconnaissance Troop; two
Angau Officer, seventy matives and eight Pplice Boys.

Patrol lLesder: 24 Lt James E Barnard.

b. Communications consisted of one 284 radio, five panels and local

native runnerss
¢. Supply was by air after initial fourtsen days rations ware consumed

TIMZ OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN: Departed Angeu 26 June 1$8#4; returned to

#ISS IS

as To procesd by best route to vicinity of (43.5 = 51.0) and establish two
observation posts and observe lacation, .strengih, movement of enamy.

b. To raturn to above observation post areas and observe and additional

four days, which was later cancelled.

To procaesd by best route to Danmep River (57.0 = 25.0) and establish

obgervation post to observe mwovement along river and on east bank.

d. To establish a observaetion post near Walum and report movements of

enemy on Salata, Womisis, Walum and Malin Road. Later cancellad.

To establish a obsarvation vost on Drinimor River (18.5 - 21.0) dteand !

watch Jap movement acroma river.

Cw

Qs

RESULTS AQCOMPLISHED:

The mission to vicinlty of Deia Creek (43.5 = 51.0) disclosed Jap
bivouae ares, new track along foot of hills, apparent lack of food,
due to shooting of wild fowl; one vehicls along beach and numerous
gmoke firves in flat lend ares wers also seel.

b. The mission to Dammap River Area disclosed mostly nezative infor-
mation. Two Japs were seen and ten pro-Jap natives. An old, well
used track was found running through Balop. Frequent rifle shots
wore heard. _
iiseion to the Driniumor River disclosed recent Jap patrol to river i
junction (20.4 - 27.3). No Jap movement along river down to (19.0 =
51.0). This ares unsuitable for out post with a base so far south.
d. Several new tracks were found and used. Confirmation of non-sxlstant
villages wes secured from natives for benefit of improving maps.

-1-
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iled Rdbort (gontinu . - -‘
The mﬁvqﬁent back wae accomplished with no unueual evenis. .
Durifig the entire patrol we had the williag cocoperation of the local natives.
They have ‘sentries established along all main trails and on the head waters o? all
the rivers which run into the ococast. They will provide you with guida§, carriers
{fop.four or Five men) and will sell you foods You could not operate im this
area without native guides. They can show you short-cut routes which save hours

and avoid mountsins.

4. OCONDITICH (F PATROL ON RETURN: The men wore very tired, but suffered no
ill effacts which good food and rest will not cure.

a. Give patrol leader definite and logical wissions to perform. lack of
understanding results from frequent change of orders and unlwportant
wissions. The terrain is too difficult to fool around and travel
hers and there for nothing gained.

b. Permit patrol leader to run his patrol as he sees fit -~ give him a
migsion to do and let him do it without restriciions.

M jheep patrol informed of situation and location of enemy and friendly

troopg. . This would help to avold doubls coverage of territory and

zive patrol sense of sacurlty, pravent over oauti&nesa and help :
their morale considerably. ;
€] Patrol should be informed me to length of time out, which should mot

{ bs more than five weeks. Then proper and necessary amount of egquip-

iment can be taken: 3 pair of shoes should be taken, plenty of socks, |

medical supplises, good wholesome food and other ifems nacessary for '

jeomfort of men in mountains. i

o Cousolddation of information gained from these long patrols should )

ba made and published for the beneflt of other long range patrols.

i If the patrol gets sterted off in the right path to begin with,
proper equipment, proper instructione, hints and advice from expsr-
isnced patrol men (which includes very valuable dngau men) thay

will perform a good jobe

W Only ths besi men should be tsken on these patrols. Men in good
health and mental sondition. With proper care and observation by.
patrol leader the men will not get sick ard can go on with thelr work
effficiently.

g+ 4 strong forece of good men end officers should be located at Tong or
vicinity with the mission of harassing the Japs in the area. Small
combat patrola could sneak over the mountaine and ceuas much cone
fusion in the Jap rear arcas. They could alsc blogk amy movemsnt up
the river by establiching ambushes. The rivers are suitable for ex-
cellent ambushes. These raids could be carried out eesily by use of
native guides and aggrescive men. I bslieve it would help disorganize
the Japs, create anxiety and wake them conscious of our might} am-
bushing small pariies of Japs reported by natives would strengthen
our prestige among the natives. Frequent use of patrol planes

over this area will alao help, by scaring Japs in to bueh and impresa-
ing natives that we are watching this area closely. No bowbing is
necessary to put respect for our planeg into the natives and small
Jap parties.

JAMES E BARNARD
- 2nd Lt Cavalry
= Patrol Leadsr 4@-"
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{. YETAILED REPORT ,?atrol left Aitepe Area on 25 )3 1944, traveled by
LOM to ‘Anghio» Proceeded by foot ibland via best route to (84,7 = 23.8) and
aatabl{ehﬂa basa. From there six wen and mysalf wers guided Yy local natlives to
a small village, Nugulsum (434 - 31.0). Three men procesded down a small trail
to 431 -'32,1) and found & swall enewy bivouac ares, estimated strength, two
platoonﬁ: Lean to huts were built and area was clesred of under brush. Jape
were ragting, cooking and moving about in this area. Qonsiderable chopping and
pounding was heard in area oui of obaervation of out post. Two men and myself
procesdsd down a small ridge trail to (44.2 - %1.9) and discovered a large
bivousc area eetimated to hold two companies. Twelve large lesu to huts could
be sesn with indicetions of more in ares out of observation. These huts were
pocupied and other Jepe in the arsa were carrying on various duties, le oooking,
cleaning rifles andweshing. 4 large eight foot road could be seen at bass of
ridge running east and weet. Over a period of twe days forty seven Japs were
observed moving weet om this road; they were armed and carried packs. Beveral
small pariiss moved to and fro on road, some around, others with no ams or
equipment. No vehicleas or heavy weapons were seen during our observation,
although I belisve the rcad could have carried a light vehicle. From the village
which was on a hill tip, the heach track could be seen, but during the day no
large movement wae seens Two Japs were seen outting wood near a hut. The flat
coant area batween mountains and beach could be sesn and numerous smoke fires
were seen just at dusk each night. Twice a bright light was seen moving along
the beach; it appeared to be a light on a vehicle. During the day freguent
#ifle shots wera heard indicating shooting of wild fowl. Patrel returned to base.

I moved to Nibet and rested a day, then moved to Hakulr where I set up a
bese. My new misaion wae to go to (574 = 23.7) and establish an out post and
wateh the Dammap River. I was guided by an excellent native to thls out post.
From it wer ocould see over a 1000 yards etretch of river bsd and a vast area in
the valley including the village of Balup (574 - 25.4). He observed for two
days and sew very little. Two Japs were seen going south through Balup. They
had no packa. Two men and myself went into Dalup but sncountered no Japa.
The village had been used end the track through 1t was well worn, but no Japss
No recant trscks wers ssen other than the two proviously mentioned. No other
movement wes observed along the river, no fires or light. Infrequent rifle
shots were heard. The route to this out post was one of the moat difficult
I encountered; the terrain is very reugh. The terrain on the first miasion
was equally as rough. It took all the strength from you to olimd the mount-

pina. I returned to my base at Mokuir.

From Mokuir I went to Tong and rested there. I recelved mors suppllies
and aweited further instructions. Capt Bottcher arrived end took over Lt
Pascos's mission. Uy next wove was to the Driniumar River area to astablish
an out post at (18.5 = 32.5) and to watch eneuy crossinga of the river. I moved
to a village, Kuinyong (23,2 - 21.8) and established my base. Four men end my-
solf yent down the river to 20s = 27.3) and found recent tracks (one day
0ld) of six man Jap patrol. Found huts used by Japs and observed that they
were eating roots and leaves thet natives shun for food. Went on down river,
then on a trail on east side to a point (20.0 - 29.5) and built two huts. Frow
thers I patrolled north to go across country. The only movement poasidle 1s to
uge river canyon. I had a ridge solacted from my study on the terrain, for an
out poet at 18.9 - 51.3). Approach to thia out post was up a very stesp moun-
The area here was not suitable for a out post due to long line of
n and ertillery fire, in this area, making 1t equally
floodad whils we were down there and upon trying to re-
Orders cams for my return

tain sida.
supply and communicatio

unsuitable. The river
turn aftar our four days, one wanl was almost drowned.

to Yapunda, thence to Aitape.
_5.,. }%’6
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324 RECONHAISSAICE TROCF RIS /vy
AP0 32, o/o Postmaster

San Francisco California

ExHIBIT "EA 12 August 1944

PATROL REPORT

‘Reforence Maps: Wewak 1® equals 4 wiles

1.

2e

k.

Aitape 1" equals 4 miles
Aitepe Esst 1® equals 1 mils
Seno Hast 1" equals 1 mile
Seno West 1" equals 1 mile
Susin Eget 1% squals 1l mile
Suain West 1" equals 1 mile
Hauk East 1% equals 1 mile
Hapu Eaet 1" equals 1 nile
Nanu West 1 equals 1 mile

DESIGNATION AND SIZE OR PATROL:

a. Patrol Leader, 2d Lt Royale L Bteele and 2nd Lt Louis J Warthanm,

asaistant patrol lsader.
b. Nineteen EM from 32d Reconnalssance Troop.
0. One Angau Officer and two police boyse

d. Fifty native carriere :
e+ One 264 redio and panels to be picked wp at Yapanda.

f. Supply by air after inltial three days ration consumed.

TDME OF DEPARTUSE AND RETURNt

a. Daparted Angsu 8 Auguet 1044,
b. Returned to Angau 9 August 1944

MISSIONS:

a; Avea of responsibility’ Nunei, Winbe, Asler, Kuinmbart, Mup, Sela,

and Mai.
be Regonnoiter Dandrewed, Dandsmein, Harech, Driniumor and Asier Passes.

c. Observe eneuy at Winbe, Yuwil, Walem, and Yerisi. Report movements.

RESULTS ACCC.PLISHED:

a« Nona

DETALLED REPORT?

a. Migaion cancelled 1900K, B August 1544 while patrol was at Kamti.

00sDpITICH OF PATROL ON RETURNS -
L ——

a. Men very fatigued.

£

-1-
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i\. 'E - '; EXHIBIT ENL 10 Auguat lﬂl-zl

PATROL REPCURT

L e PP,
R T T

+ @ e ——c

Reference iaps: Aitaps Eagt 1" equals 1 mils.
Aitape Wast 1" equals 1 mile.
Suain East 1" equale 1 mile.
Senc Egst 1" aguals 1 mils.
Susin West 1" oquals 1 mils.
Seno Weat 1" equals 1 mila.
Nanu East 1" equals 1 mile.
Nanu West 1" equals 1 mila.
Hauk East 1" squals 1 mile.

0var1gy.
1. DESIGNATION AND SIZ_E OF PATROL3

. Fatrol lLeadors
(1) Capt Herman J Bottcher.
(2) 8gt Ralph F Miller, Asst Patrol Leader.
be Size of patrolt
. (1) One Officer and fourtsen 4, 32d Reconnaissance Troop.
(2) Two EM as aid men Prom l07the Medical Battelion.
(3) One Angau Officer and four native police boys.
(4) Fifty-eix native carriers.
¢+ Communicationss
(1) One 284 Radio (two operators)
(2; Two M209 converters.
(3) Two sots ground panels.
(4) Two signal Plags.
(5) Mative runners.
(13 Ipitial squipment and esix days supplies carried.
(2) 411 subsequent requirements dropped by plane (0-47)
ae Armamenti
(1) Eight Thompecon Bub Machins Guns, 20 rounds ammunition esch.
22) Beven Carbinea, 75 rounds amunition sach.
5§ Two M-l Rifles, with gremede launchers, 80 rounds each.
(4) Ten grenede adaptere.
Eﬁ Two hand grenades per man.
6) Five compasses.
(7; Two pair binoculars.
(8) Machetes and entrenching tools.
£. BRations and individual equipment:
(1) Ratione consisted of 10 and 1, eupplemented by J, X, and D
rations plus whatever native food could be bought.
(2) Bach jungle pack contained:

(a) One hammock. Ef; One jungle aweater.
b} One blanket. gl Two pairs socke.
¢} Cne Poncho. (h; One pair jungle boots.
{d) One set underwear {1) Toilet articles.
(e} One peir HBT troueers.
o+
" 51



v X EXHIBIT J%, CONTD. g
R f. Rations anc individual squipment (continued. !
L (3) Firet aid pack containeds:

s E&; Iodine. (sg Salt tableks.
K b) Insect repellent. (f) Bulfa drugs.
ot Ecg Atabrine. (g) Bandages.
d) Halagone tablets.

2, TIME OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN:

. Departed Angau (Aitape East 92,3 = 52.7) 10 July 1644, 0800Kk.
be Returnsd Tedji (Aitape Bast 95.6 = 52.0) 7 August 1944, 1430k.
c. Estimated dusation of patrol = ons month.

5 = MISS IONB H

g
be
Co

d.
Qe
.
go

h.

i.

Je

ke

fo procesd by best route to Tong, (Nanu West) and relieve It Fasco
and patrol (Reconn Co, 632 TD). '

To patrol ares roughly bounded by the following grid lines: Esst,
58'0 - Wea‘b, 16!0 bl Northj 22.0 - South, 0000.

To poat sentries at the hoadfuarters of the Dandriwed, Harech and
Driniumar Rivers.

To place native scouts and agents in surrounding villagee to
gather enemy information.

To report all snemy movements aund activities immédiately.

To contact Capt Fryer's patrol A.L.B. somewhere south and
coordinate activities of patrols. '

Hission changed to include in patrol area vicinlty of Xombio
villages, Miyet, lambuain, ¥akfir, Walum and Wamisis (Susin Raat):
Lt Barnard to take over patrol of Harech, Drinivmar sector.
Hiasion changed to evacuete Tong and establish base at Yapunda
Seno East) and again to include Harech and Driniumar in patrol
areg.

lission changed to include entire Lt Bexter patrol consiating of
ona Offioer and 27 E{, one &ngsu Officer, six native police boys
and 80 natives as carriers.

Now mission to include the ebtire area formerly patroled by Lt
Baxter, Lt Barnard, and Capt Bottcher patrols, the boundaries

of which are roughly as followast North 26,0 - East 58.0 - West
8&.0 = South 00.C.

Ordered by Commanding General to return to Aitape immediately

and Lt Baxter to take over entire patrol.

4, RESULTS ACCOMPLISHED:

-
be

c-
de
Ha

Ralief of It Pesco patrol accomplished without incident.
Eotablished system wharsby native scoute and agente had to report
regularly even when report negative.

Spot checked nativee sentry posts and informetlon.

Relayed all information received promptly to G=2 via radio.

Mat Capt Fryer's patrol near Musendai (Nenu East) resulting in
sxchange of valuable information regarding enemy ectivitlies,
possible escape routes, native food supply, ettitude of natives,
terrain femturas, revision of portions of map, trains, possible
£.L.Gs for piper cubs, dropping grounds, possibility of recruite
Ing native labor if neaded etic.

o I3y
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d.
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h.

i.

Bs .QONDITION O, )\TROL ON RETURN:

a. No men fell sick, but all were very tired. A short rest and s
-~ ¢leaning up plus new equimment will put the men into top shape.

—n et A Ly d Yol LALLM LLEH

RSP

8. OOMMENTS$

Give patrol & definite mission; frequent changes of orders on
important missions should be avoided. Terrain im muech to diff-
fcult to traverse. Undue-interference by persons not familiar
with terrsin, enemy situation, supply, etc, tends to confuss and
lowers prsstigs of patrol leader.

Men should be picked for physical. fitness and mental attitude.
Sickness might jeopardigzs success of ratrol.

All men should be informed of changes in miseions, gnemy situation
otc. Extra mapa should be meds availables

Men should be imstructed in bush craft. 4 good bushwman is a good
patrol mana

Pessibly a reenforced company should be placed in some cemtral
base south of Asier. Cub strip could be built nsar there, to
faoilitate comrunication and posaible evacuation of casuelties.
The passes over Torricilli frow Darmep, Dandriwad, Dandanain,
Yarecy, Driniumor, and lipan Pmsses have bean excellent ambush
position, from which enemy could he atopped soming ecroas mountains.
Small reconnaissance patrols congisting of not more than five men
of which one must know Pidgin, could be sent from base. Equipment
Tu8.MuGe, ¥=5, radio and hand grenedes.

Reconnaissance combat patrol should inolude M-l rifls and grenade
launehers, possibly B.A.R.'s ae well.

All patrols should have besddes regular field equipment, smme .22
rifles or shotgune for hunting geme to supplement food supply.
80RF series radio should be available because of light woight and
long ranges. Various trade items such as razor blades, salt,
paint, tobacco, old newapapers etc, to buy native food and labors
If reiding parties are considered advisabls, demolitiona, pyrotec—
nica, knives, bayonets, shoudd be taken.

HERMAN J BOTTCHER
Captain, Infantry
Command ing.
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10 July 1ok . 3
_beceédéd by truck to Angau Conmpound, 0800K; thence with complets equipment
and earriet line via 3t Anna mission, across Raiyu River along Tadji, Kapdam tFack
to Kamti (Aitape Fast), which was occupied by co "K', 126th Inf. Arrived Xamti at

1430K and since road was extremly wuddy and difficult to traverss, made camp for

night.

11 July 1544
Started off at 0800K for Lipan pass (Senc Eest 97.5 =~ 31.8) house Kiap, which

we reached without incident, At 1515K. Trail again extremly muddy and swampy,
particularly in vicinity of Higia and Lipan Rivers. Two guard posts established
around caup, one by our men and one by natime police.

12 July 1944
iovad O730K along Lipan River, fodlowing stream bed for thres hours, then

steep climb over Torricelli divids and stesp deacent %o On River, which course
we followed to Yapunde (Seno Fast Ol.5 = 19.1). It 3axter's patrol stetioned
there. We arrived at 1400K and made camp.
13 July 1944
Loft O800XK via sarkumber, Paitjomguila (poseible cup strip site) and Anipo.
Arrived 1500K at camp (Suain Yest 11.8 = 17.3%} without incident.
14 July 1944
In order o lghtan load snd nake bettsr time, bired edditional native labogy @
standard pey per dey per cerrvler was one-half table spoon of salt or cne shilling {
as directsd by Anzeu. Started on trail O7R0K., Ihinerary for day Womap, Yapangel, °
Sundun {good dropping site), Imbarkan, Yakewor, o Yamokin (3eno East 18.5 - 13.9),
{also good dropring eite). liade cemp at 1545K.

15 July 194k :
Broke cemp at 0725K. Followed route through Yangual, Yanauwbuz, Ringin, Tonz

(Haulk West 27.8 - 13.3), at which place we were to establish ratrol base, arrived

at 1330,

16 July 1944
Relieved Lt Pasco's patrol and assuwed control of base. Lt Barnard's carrler

line stationed here. Capt Fulton, 4ngau to move his Bagse from Ringin to Tong.

17 July 1944

1t Pasco's patrol left for Aitape. lative sentry from Komblo reports Japs
in Charov and Apapaluk, robbing native gardens and pigs. Santry froun lambuaim
reports Japs at Halin, Balep, working sac sac. Prepared to mest Capt Fryer (8.1.8.).

18 July 1544 )
Patrol of one Ufficer, ane 4ngau, thres Bi, four police boys and eighteen
natives as carriers left OBOOK, to meet Qapt Fryer at Musendal (39,9 - 92.8}.

Hetives report no enemy in area, so prsceeded gt good pace via Yambes, Husimbilim,
{possible dropping ground) to Dumam, where native scout frou Fryer party inter-
cepied us. He took ue to A«l.B. cawp at 3445 - 02.5, Hanu East, whers we met
Fryer and party and stayed there for night. Pogition radiced to G-2,.
19 Jyuly 1944

Qombined Fryer, Bottober patrols want to MHiwyak, iugendai, Apos villages to
Uruno, campsd et 45.5 - 94,1, Harm Zast. Sent out ecouts o bring ia native
Timinger, Slaate area for loterviews. 33 Japs reported at Baplik villeges, maxing

RAC BaG.

* _ 5k




o " EXHIBIT "J", GONTD, .
Ly (CONTINUED) ) _ |
S S S
20 July 158k N
hioked OV4SK\ through Timinger, Ambum, Wombanor to 46.1 = 01.2, Nanu Zast.
Natives very Erisndly and cooporative. Report 33 Japs at Bolif with radlo which
wipht be out of order. Two to five netive police with Jape. Balif natives helt Paps
asg scoute and secure food for them.

21 July 1S4

Plannad to stay another day in ares to contect natlves and gather informastion.
Visited Wors, Terawon, 4lbomim, Balata, Wahun, Saron to camp. Jap outposis reportsd
on ezst bank of Nanu Hiver, west of Balif. Declded not to attack Japs with swall

force at hand, as riske to great.

22 July 1944 :
Started enroute 0730K. Proceeded to luwaite where native patrol turned north

past via Hane, Selni Villages, Amil, Walende to meet us at Swmuc to-morrow. Hsst

of patrol to proceed via Imul, Polnandu, Perambil villages to Sumul. No additional
information of Japs. Trail from Permbil to Pumal, roughest yet encountered. Sumul
exoellent defensive position. iailn road from Ulau sission (coast) Dandriwad) posses

here.

23 July 1944

From Sumul (excellent house kiap) via Yasuw, Sawark, Yalkioto to Tong, where we
errived 1315X. Supplies dropped at Tong.

2h July 144

Patrol rested, no enemy information.

o5 July 1944
Natives report Japs threatsn to move south and west, when food Bupply at Walum

runs lows

26 July 1944
Propare five man patrol for six days. Fatrol to move to Lembuain, Hakfir, Walum,

Womisis, émam, Hambin, Selni, Sumul to Tong. liigsion cangeled.

27 July 1944
Prepare patrol to move to head waters of Drimjumor, Harecy Rivers, later canceled.

28 July 1944
Orderad to evacuate Tong and establish bass =t Yapunda.

29 July ~10h4% - :

Noth;zr:ﬁ of imporitancs to report.

30 July 1
Started to move entire cawmp to Yapunda., Had to have about 80 additional native

carriers. Took native trsil via Yalam, Soaia®, Asar, Yemokin 18.5 - 13.9, Seno Hast.

Ceamped for night.
%] July 1944
Arrived Yapangal without incident.

1 August 1944
Arrived Yapunda 1900K. Organized patrol to reconnoiter possible site for piper cub

gtrip in Asier area (Seno East - Smain West

2 August 1944

Patrol rested.
3 August 1944

Organized new system of guarding base and outposta. Ilnterviewed natives from
Muku, Lomu area to get information on Japs reported at Wimbe. Possibility of future

attack considerad.

L August 1944
Base enlarged to take care of combined Baxter, Bottcher patrol of two officers,

two Angeu officer, 39 Ei, 14 netives police boys and 180 native carriers.

- 55’



EXHIBIT "JY, CONID., "

ONTINUED

5 Augfuafi 1955 - -

Patrol returned from Asier area to report possible cub strip site avallable
Site is 900 feet long, 300 feat wide, with no obstruction on
either ende Would teke 50 to 75 nativee one wesk with axes, picks, shovels to
tuild. Site excellent for base and defense for larger force. Capt Bottcher
ordered to return to Aiteps iwmediately by Commanding General, 11th Uorps for
Lt Gow, Angau, ordered to return to Aitape.

near Paitjouguila.

consultation.
6 August 1944
Left Yapurnda QO730K, arrived House Eiap 1430X. Dus to heavy rein storm, wade
camps
7 August 1944
Arrived Kamti 100K.

Left Houss Xiap, 0645K with one native police boy.
Trail extremely muddy. After muddy trip, errived Tadji Plantation House 1430K.

HERIAN J BOTICHER
Captain, Infanixy
Commanding.
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SUBJECTs Unit Bistorieal Report - _ @

-T0 : Adjutsht General, .APO 32
im'RBIB! CTION

1. Hersm is preserxted & conelse, chromlogieal na.rra'bive of the
accomplishments and experienoe of the 32d Cavalry Regonnaissance Troop
lechenized, thruout the period of ita partieipatien in the Ley‘be eampaign,
17 Nov 44 to 2 Jan A5 incl'.usive.

2. 'To emumerste each and every occcurence would entail a 1isting of
endless. routine reports of the movement of ameall enemy groups and other deily
occurences, and would tend to obgseure the real subs‘&ama of this’ repar'b. '

3. Im addition to minor firefightd, e,mal‘biea mlffered, and prisoners
of war teken duiing the campalgn are reported herein. ALl eaphured &eeumen‘hs,
identificgtions and enemy equipment Fere promptl;y forwarded to headguerters.

4e - The primery mission of sach patral was to oblain informetion of
the enemy, ie, movement, disposition, eompoaitien, time and location. Tn addé-
tion, severa.l or all of the following missiens were ineorporated in esch patrol
Grder,
nets; to submit cerrective sketches fer maps in use,

5. Re-supply was accomplished for ‘the most part, by supply troings, T.hrea
emergency cub drops were received. _

6. Valusble knowledge and eXperience was gained primsrily in dealings
with éivilians, including pro-Jepanese, and with the.guwerills ferces thruout
the campaign,

Tocaptare prisoners—of wary to observe-terrain, topography- and-treil - -

’ -mm - n'-’ffi"a*mf-fc-szz* |



were wounded and two were killed.

14 - 17 ﬁév 4-.’; inclusive. -

Upan grrival from Houandia, Duteh Hém' Guinea on 14 Nov 44, the troop de-
barked al Palo, Leyte,  and procesded to a temporary troop area at San Nateo.

Iﬁn- 16 Nov 44, the troopjxf.move_d forward to an -'araa.l below Pinamapean. Captain
Boticher 'alertad the lgt end 2d platoons for s mission. ,'

The troop strenéfh et this time was 6 officers abd 135 enlisted menm. Hoad~
guarters, lst and 2d platoons dismounted, 34 platoon mounted in ILVI's and
sitnated, temporarily, at San Mateo.

18 - 19 'Nov't,z, inelusive.

on 18 Nov 44, Captain Bettcher, Lt Steele and 56 enligted men departed on
an island reconnaisssnce missien. .

b 20 - 30 Nov 44 ,;}.nclusiva.

.Captain'Bottal.ler's patrol resched Agayayan en 20 Nov 44 and es‘baﬁliahed s CP.
The same dey, at sbout 1530 Tec J Harry A Hildreth was accidentally killed by
# hand grenade which exploded in his pocket. §/Sgt leamon J Gagle was slightly
wounded. S o '

On 24 Nov 44y & twenty-four hour cbservatlon post was established on the high
ground lmmediately ¥ of Cenenga. This pasrticular OP was ideally situsted. The
Toft flavk offsred good posaibilities for ambushing small enemy groups. Subge-
quently, several prisomers wore baken at this pesitiom. In addition, several

On 29 Nov 44, two prisomers were itaken in the Lency-lananges area.
1 - 5 Ded 44 inelusive |

Captain Dottcher's patrol contacted enemy E of Hatagob on 1 Dec L4, Tec 5

Walter R Koschmann slightly grazed by enemy fire. UThe patrel had to withdrew
from their position when ome ENG and one mortar squed oppoged them frontally,
ghile one on each side tried to outflenk them. This patrol destroyed many bridges
by chopping and burning during the ceurse of their mission. ' '

On 2 Dec 44, the Cananga OP had a slight firefight on the left flank and killed
ons enemy soldier. He possesed no docm?en'ba or other information except one

identification tag.

Captain Bottcher's patrol had firefight with enemy scii':fad neer Mategob on 3 Dec
L4, Inflicted three easualiies on enemy and killed two. Csptured one FOW whe

died of wounds raceived.




' _,da;r, It Steele had ome’ ci.vilian hald for qnastloning 'ay guerillas.
red to be much $oo. Infuigitive as to- all transmiasions, mapa, weapons
.O’PS' S”abaeqnenﬂy He proved t6 be harmless. '

The pa.tml base GP was meved to ?aygaytay earl,yB 'Bee FT AN

-Dn 4 Bec M., Ga]pﬁ-b.n.m Bottcher's petrol had a fipefight with an enemy outpest.
One of the Captain'e guerillaswas killed.

On 5 Dec A4, Lt Steele lead & raid om an enemy foraging party. Sighted four
killed anéi three wounded. The following day natives reperted at least fifteen

enemy killed. Bstimsted enémy strength thirty to for‘by. One gmerilla with Lt
Steelets pa’trol was killed. :

6 - 10 De¢ 44 inelusive. |
any enemy patrols in vieinity of Taygaybsy CP . -
The bage CP was moved back to Agéya;yan,.

Two POW's wore taken on left flark of Gananga OP.
On 8 Dec 44, one POW was teken in the Lonoy area.

Firefight on the left flank of Cananga OP with about. eight of the enemy. Cne
of the anemy badl;y wounded but sarried ewsy.’

11 - 20 Dec 4.1, inelugive

On 11 Dec 44, one enemy soldier was k:i]led 300 yards E of base GP at Agaysysl.
Possesed docunents and was well amad.

On 15 Dec 44, Captain Botteher's m:.pp]ar train contaected the enemy at 12001 and
1630T. The supply route had become more difficult t.e maintain

At 18001, 15 Dec 44, Tifty o sixty enemy soldiers attacked the Ageyayan €P.
They were well armed and possesed one INMG, Captain Bottcher's patrol of oms

officer and 22 enlisted men put up the stand and during the night withdrew te a
new GP about two kilometres SH. The enemy was engeged with gmall arms, H&G and
mortara. The 6P suffered one light cagualty,

Prior to the firefight, two Japanese bad approached thg O unknowingly. Gaptain
Bottcher atbempted to capture them. One killed himself with g grenade. The other
gave himgelf up only after being geverely wounded., He died during the encounter

that evening.

On 16 Dec 44, the Csnanga OF waa attacked by the enemy and our patrol was puahed

out of its pesition,
taken

The same day, two prisoners were/at 17001,

In sdditlon, a gtrong patrol was sgent back to the former (P and chagsed the enemy
from the vicinity of Ageysyan., A1l equipment recovered plus one enemy INMG and
several grenages. The Cananga OP was reestablished by It Stesle's patrol on 17

Dec 44.



44, the Gamanga outpost Kad 3 slight Tiretight st dewm. No camalilos.
nersx, sérioué:iy waunded,wera e&ptured and afbarted te 'hhe rear.
o¥ihan's patrol sngaged in eugll firefight. No casalties sustained. |

: sfsgtmenald E Aney arifix}ed with his party and reported conbact with the enemy on
.17 ‘Bet 44+ Three. enemy soldisrs killed. B '

4% 12007, 20 Deo 44, five Japanese were killed 300 yards W of GP. They would not
surrén'éer. ’

One prigoner wag taken, Later proved to be a Jepansse artillery captain. The
highest rapking prisoner of war taken during the Leyite campaign.

14 Wortham's patrol killed ons Japenese in vie:’mity of old CP at Agsyeyan.
| 21 - 29 Dee inclusive.

21 Doo 44, taree Japanese were killed 500 yarde N of OF, snt Tec 5 Filliem 4
Irmen was sligh_'bly wounded. o . .

Seme day Lt Wortham's patrol killed three J apRReSe .

0n 22 Deo 44, Captain Botbeher left the CP with 1t Steele for new base. It
Williems and Lt Richert plus 35 enlisted men left. behirnf te brimg up supplies
the follewing day. Thé rest of the persomnel acoempanied the Captain.

The same dey another prisener wag baken at the old CP. At 18451 the GF was
evacuated to a position approximately ens thousand yardsSB due to lerge enemy
groups moving § towards CP. ' - '

On 23 Dec 44, Captain Bottehor's patrol arrived at Materoto. The entire move-~
ment had been delayed due to necessity of gicirting large enemy groups moving £.

O_nd FDW wes captured at Mambahao by 14 Bortham's patrel on 24 Dec 44

4 small enemy patrel approached CP on 25 Déc 44, They ;uera chased off, Th.s CP ,
was moved spproxinately one thougand yards § in order to aveid a larger engsgement.’
on 25 Pet 44, Gaptain ‘Botteber's patfol reached its destinatien a,nd gontacted L
Forthem's patrel and established a CP at Mambaheo. _ .

on 28 Decil, Cepbain Bottcher joimed it Steele's pat;'ol at the 3ilad OP.

The GP being too close to the Division § boundry, it was moved approximately
fifteon bundred yards to the BRE.

on 20 Dee 44, one Japanese came 1o the GP with surrender leaflet. A twenty-ene
year old private with approximately four months gervice. Had landed on Ieyte sbout
12 Dese 44. Born in Shanghei, he lived there twenty of his twenty-ome years and had
never been to Japan. Had touched upon Formosa when congeripted. This young prisoner
®as to be of invalusble aid to us the last firefight.



12067 It Worthan's patwol end §/9gb dney's party arrived et P,

30 Dee 4k to 2 Jan 45 inclusive.

&% about 1900I, 30 Dec 44, a native ceme rumning to our CP, The Capbain and

It $teele went ocubside to speak to him. The eivilian was so very exeited he
could hardly speak coherently. -All he counld say was, "Many Japs, Hany Japs ¥
Upons eloser questioning, we ascertained that he had been so frightened that he
did not stop to look, ".He could not say for sure where they were moving. Nor
could he tell the Captain hew many Jopanege he had seem and their approximate
locgtion. {Iet ue refer to amessage writien by the Ceptain four days prior to the
gbove éplmode). {Quote, "261@181. Toj G-2s Native reporis not very relisble any-
more dus to proximity of enemy. Natives vebyexeitsble and every little movement
means Japs to themt, vmquote.)

The Céptain dirested that the ome LMG be moved into a Position on thé right
flank (facing E.) The patrol turned in for the night.

A% 02451, 31 Dec 44, the patrol was awakened by enall arms fire on the right

. flank.T8s Captain, It Steele and Lt Wortham immediately estaeblished a perineter.
There was intermittant small erms fire for¥ a shori while. During this time the

enemy ¢otld be hear choubing orders and moving about.
4t the gtart ‘of the firefight, we had estimated fifty to sixty enemy seldlers.

&z the situation &aﬁelop@c’t, we began to heai-'nim volees nearby and alse at a
digtance., The ememy had spread oub te a positlon extending from the NN of our.

-~ perimster B end around-the right flank 1o the8Bs -

Puring tHis time, the FOW had been informing the Caplaln of enemy movemends and
digpogitions by the use of readlly understandable sign language.

About 03007, two attacks were repijlsed by emall arms sutomatic fire. One atback
teook place on the right flawk, the’othsr to the MB of our perimelar. Thersupor
the eneniy retired and deployed 'él,?ijé::;around the right flank until they were d:‘ir_éct,ly

8 of the perimeter.

The enemy strength was mow estimated te be batweeh 275 te 300 seldiers, if mot

more, They had two heavy mortars and one light mortar. One heavp machine and twe

1ight machine guns, grenade leunchers and many small arms. Their position, when

set up, wes triangular. One heavi mortar te the NE, one heavt mertar te the WY

and & light morter due §. The heavy machine gun was placed B of our right flank and er
and one light machine gun was placed SE of the same position. The other 1MG was
sitnated due N of the perimeter, The areas in between were filled by small arma.



mortar firve.

of the' £ oy
'hig wey té & firing position beHind a tzee.' iat time,
aght.in machine gan .eross fire and 8/3gh 4ney was killed.
 Rodda. and Pvt Felix P Klimas were forced to move ihe IMG %o ah
Aow, The eross fire hed also wounded several of pur soldiers along
. " ibout 03151, the ememy begen subjecting our pegition te gfedade and
Our peeitien was #ilbeuetted in the meonlight -ahd’ Bade it feasonably
eaiy for the ememy to target in, Wle had only one 60 MM mortar aiid a’fow rownds
avalleble fer return fire. Once mo¥e the fight slowsd down to- inbermittent firing.
Thrucut the firefight, the eidmenm, Tec 3 Leighton G Field and 3gb Toumy Gaidosik
performed meriteriomsly. Prier to the wounding of éur men, they had fought on the
14ne and had aesisted.in firing the mortar, When we. had cagualiies, they wemb To
work under fire, guiekly, ealmly and efficiently. o

At’ja;bc.mt- 033-03_2,.‘1:.}_13' firing._ increased in -inf;en-sity. The right fla:ak wa._é, again gub-
jected to ¢ress fire. The IMG was knoeked out of the erew's bands. They meved to

their second alternate position and: ¢outimied firidg. Again the LHG wes caught in

the fire and both itidopers were woundéd seriously, Te¢ 5 Rodda wes shot thru the
motth ant Pvt Klimas was wounded im thie neck.and arm. Jhey were ordersd to go
within' the pgrimeter for medicsl attention while cihers manned theweapon. Instead,
they moved to a third alternate positien-where % Y Were again subjected te intense
fire, The gun was again shot from their hands and Tée 5 Redds lost twe fingers.
/gt Cegle and Tec 5 Williem A Tnman dragged them from the gur and mamned the

weapon themsslves.

dbout 03451, the enemy moriar fire began falling withtn eur position. The CP was
struck twice. The center of the perimeter was struek several times, At approximate-
ly 03551, the Captain stood up and moved to the cormer eof the CP building with in-
tentions of orgenizing a withdrawal. -

At—that-moment; —the-mortar due—8 of our pogition fired and the ghell Ilanded about
thres feet behind the Cmptein, The Captain's right leg was practically blown aff
and fragments had, wounded him ir several places thruout hig'bedy. Tec 5 Edwin F
Essman, a2 radio operater, whe had been watehing the FOW, was thrown to the ground
and sgistained a severs blew on the right side of his face, '

fhen this oceured, Lt Steele was lying prons on the perimeter directly in front ef
thie Captain, Ome of the men ealled to the It telling him the Ceplain was wemnded.
14 Steele thereupon.rgn te the Gaptain's side, A temporary web belt tourniquet was
plased on the Captainis leg end the sidman called. Morphine was injscted. o

The Caphaln suthorized Lt Steele to eontact the infantry. By 04001, the 128 Tnf -

had beean conbacted and told the situablon. 128 Inf was requested to sent the trans-
miggion on to the 127 Taf. The 127 Inf had an 0P sbout 1500 yerds W of our position
but we were unsble te contact them, It Steels checked the perimeter for the Ceptain.
Then, with the essistance of It Worthanm, 8/d9gt Oagle and several responsible jumior
noti=cons, orgsnized s withdrawal. to the SW. Before leaving, beth Lt Stesle and Lt
Wortham sttempted to salvage twe units of blood plasms from the €P. However, the
building wes struck by mortsr fire and constantly raked with machine gun fire and

they were unabls to do so.



t.he ca.pta.in bagan mg.
er.  Th Si‘aeela went ahead t& ¢on'bae‘ iR fer
 He took 8 men and 1 aidnan. amé 3 mest ueriaus wouna- ’
; them remained with the Captain and the men and haa 5/ g‘b Cagle
i:er ‘while they waited.

During this time, the POW hed remained with 14 Steele, who had placed & 300 series
radm, i hig ‘back, prior to the withdra.wal. Eb Stesle ingtracted him to remain with
the c}aptain when he left to establish comtect with the TInfantry.

A% about 04451 Tt steeleraaehed the 127 Inf "G" go. on’bpast, g8iled. He toceok care af
his wourded and segregated his men. He was unable to contact the battalion head-
quarters as communication with the’ OP had ceased until 0700I, 31 Dec 44. He thenm
contacted the artillery observer officer on duty at the QP who, in turn, made
arrangements for a cub to drop plagma gt dawm. Lt Steele then called the REcon
troopers whe were not wounded together, eriented them on the situation and gave
them the following instrictions. “Beturn to LT Wortham, Have the Gaptain moved
te a grove or .otherwise hidden. Make ancther attempt. to obtain the ple.sma from the
g,  Bring.the rest of the wounded to i‘he Infantry OP." ‘Tee 5 Ima:n wag placed

' in eharge of the’ pa'brel.

M; appreximately 05201, Tec 5 Inmen eson'bacted It Wortham, who had been foreed te
move seversl times bevause of the close proximity of the ememy. During this time
the enemy. had completed their encirclement of the CP and subsegquently overran the
poss.tion, meking it impegsible to reenter the CP.

‘I‘herewaa oo elternative, so Lt Wor'bham lead the entire party to the Infantry &P,
and arﬁveq’d at about 06151. _

The cub -droppad plagms at 0800Y, 31 Deo 44e The Troop Commander was declared dead
at abowt 0810I. Jl1 efforts ha,d been made to apply the plasma. An incision had .
been: ma.de in erder. to loeste a vein and injeot the plaama. All efforts failed.
Nounds were discovered that had been hidden by the darkness and which mst have

bled profusely.

The Recen Troopers were notified of their Capbtain's dea'bh and the following re-
crganizing arrangemen‘ba were made. Nalives were pent to scout the former CP, When
they reported ‘the ares, clear, eivilian carriers were. organized and all equipment
and §/8gt Aneyls and Pvi Curwin's bodies were recovered,  Radies were gent up to
-eontact and inform divieion ef the situatlon and to await orders. 4 recount of
men and casualties was taken, Arrangements were made to move ummounded troopers

on to the Infantry OF perimeter. ..

Instruc‘b:.ons were received for the disposition of bediss and wounded, The bodies
were to be taken to 127 Tnf ‘and from there tranaported to the rear, The wounded
were likewise evacuated. :

Total casualties sustained by the patrol was 3 KIA and 7 WIA.

Qontrel of 'bhe troop, in the field, was passed to Lt Steele thru a division order.
Then the wounded and bodies and POW were evacuated, Lt Steele remained with a
atrength of 2 officers and 43 enlisted men. _



“of 31 Pee 44 was passed on . @ meter. . Dnring ‘ehe ni@t the enemy

" moved pa % of its force eround the OF generally in s gouthwesterly direction toward
vm 'a. That par‘hieuhr grnnp stopped long snough to fire several rounds of mortar

fire.. only casualties wre otis eivilian killed and elght eivilians wounded. :

on 1 Jan 45, The Becanmaisswea Troop was erdered %o joinm the 127 Inf in preparation
for movement to a new gtaging ares. The 127 Inf was reachéd at 1200, 1 Jan 45.
The . three bodies were gtill with 127 Inf, The AAreop was given an ares withm the
perimeter and ramainad therein un't.il iﬁﬁﬁl 2 Jen 45. . _

At appraﬁmaﬁely 13001, 2 Jan 45, the Raeenna:.ssance T:eoop emharked at 5ilad Bay
for irangportation te the rear. The: bodies were eaxried aboard ah:.p. The-patrol
. arrived gt the troop erea at abou'b 21001:,2 Jan 45+ The bodiea were buried ke
morning of 3 Jan 45 in USAF cemetery at I.imen, Leyte, ,cant.ral ﬁzilippinea.

Mission completed,




apa,naae . {51; : tiiuef:,aelpa,r'ate

not po ses&

“to’auyone i the vietsify, G

' 'ls"cked by an estimated 50. to 60 enemy soldiers at the Agayayan
sives gre dp several weapons, ampng them the troop: commander's. That
the _af_ th &ny reasons why they should always be kept. elegr of the. ‘troops.

ne’ ' ‘one ‘of the native boys ram out acress the field wildly firing a sub-
Bachixd gun he had takan ont of the ¢P, He managed to disrupt effert-s to captu.re

" two priaenars.

‘l‘ho officera nmst congtantly keep civilians under ebsemtion. Imatigate sug-
pected c:f.viliana rather than allow them & free hard. For example; It Steele had
an overley - a eurious eivilisn {who later proved- hamless) was de‘&amed for quest-

-loning when the CP was located at Taygaytey. He had constantly tried to lock at
trapanigeions ahd maps. He bad asked questions regarding troop strength snd wee-

pons. He had recemtly arrived from Ormoc, and gt times, he would legve for twe or
thEree days uud then returam, All this added up to a great deal of, uiraumstantial
evidemoe that was soen discounted by ngly sources., \

Again, on 31 Bec bides af'ber the firefight a suspected cxv:xlian family was sean in the
vieinity ef the 81lad OF. It Bteele had thenm detained for the $ime the enem;r ro=

mamed, in close pmximity.

As guides, 1t is imperative that they speek and understand Bnglish. When. questioning
natives, one finds that they will inmvariably sey Pyes® o anything 'I:Jaey de not under-
gtand. When the answer should be *Ho" they aay %Yes® and vice versa. 4 patrel

iaader has an infinitely more difficnlt time with a mative who does ngt. spesk Eng-
“1ish than he would have by operating without a guide. When in close proximity to

the enemy, the alightest movement to an excifed guide indicates a s:izaa'ble Japanese
force. Mw timeg they point out civilians as being Japanese. _

Another, and mt miner point, in deal:.ng with civ1lia.ns is the currency uaed. At
times the patrol must bulg its food. The natives readily honor American Wictory“

money as med:mm of exchange and accept CGuerilla money only after much persuasion.



T-H-E 'gagezgafzgzéﬁ;g;_

Our experienee in the . flelé with theaa men, wes. for the mos’c. part, v'ery unaa’sis—

: fact@ry .

‘The averaga Guerilla haa no conesption of basle soldiering, TFor example., "ingtead
of £o]lewing covered routes, they will invarisbly cross open terrain. They have
not been trained ta gtalk and participete in a ecordinated action. '.L“ney do have
fair success when ambuahing enemy. troops. However, even when in close proximity
to the enengy 'bhay ard nolay and cough and pags wind frequently. ,

A,‘nother eb,] ach 1aaaon wag received when the Gana.nga OP had set an ambush, Two

shemy soldiers. approachaﬁ._ Qur troepers were walting for them to approach fo with-
in elose ¥ange =~ and a Guerilla pulled his bolt. Immediately one Japanepe dropped
to the prone and managed to escape. The other, wi‘bh leas preaence of mind, turnsd-
his body to run enhd was shot and ki.lled. . _

In s real firefight they are excitable and difficult to control.

They do not sppreciate’ “the importa.ma of prisoners - and would rather tobturs and

' kill them 'E.han h,old them for imterrogation,

Upon kill:mg an enemy aoldler, one must not expect them to turn in identification
and pergonal belongings. ‘Upon several eccasions, we were told by & Guerilla Lt

ahd his men that tHé Japarsse killed possessed absolutely nothing,™ Later the
civilians told our commanding officer that the Guerillas had hidden the Japanese
equipment in 4%ié bushes and had later teken 1t away. Of course, as in suy cccupatien,
there are exeep‘bians to the general rule, but they are decidedly rare where Guerillas

are eonoerned.

The Guanllas operate more or less as bandits in the fisld. When we reached Agayayan,
the covilisng told us of being beaten and chastised by the Guer:.llas for being unable

‘o mee‘b with thier demends for food.

' Givilians ofter commented upon the manner in which the troop officers. comper‘bed

le officers, in contrast, reguired - .
a1l 4 .ereek had to be emsaed, or
eir msn,

themselves and sssociated with their men. The &
civilians to wash and starch their clothes dailgs _
e muddy stretech traversed, they were carried a.aré By

" The rea.l valus of any Guerills ig as = guide Lll 'Ana then he must be able tospeak

and understend English rsasonably well.



| - the Treap Rear Bchelon: made save al, mevaa. G&ptain
Botteher's patr left the troop at Pinamapean, Leyte, Central Philippines, and at
the termina‘bien a:f the cempaign, the pa'l:.rol roturned to a n6W staging aresa.

At the atar‘l; ei‘ the eampa:.gn, the Treop area came u.nder enemar a.r'billery fire and
gir raids dﬂilyt . . .

on 19 Nov 4k, 1ot /Sg‘b ft‘homaa I Bartlett was deafoned in his 1a.1.';'t ear by & grensde
blagt when ke, S/Sgt ‘Bonal H Aney and S/Sgt Francis ¥ White were ambushed gbowt =
04601, on way to Oapoocsn from Pina.mapoan, Isyte, Cefitral Philippines. They eseaped
a.‘b 6-69@}:. i
‘I‘hruout the ca.mpa.ign, sevaral patrols were sent eut to locate enemy aertilley emplace-
ments and also ’w regonnoiter the coagt and investigate s,ma.ll eraft ying eff’ ahere

BERMRDJL&ILMM

lat Lieutenant, Cavelry,
Commanding.









B M’It "Supplementary Repert After Antion covering the P”-‘hd
i 36“&‘54 to 213’@45afthehyte Gentralfhilippim
apara e

o W Genaml, Headquarters 32d Infan‘bry Bivision,

Lo Briaf summarx of aetion aga:l.nst the eneny &ur:lng the period -

“ nen'bioned abm 18 aa‘follows: : . .

! ﬁhptain Bottcher's, patrol consisting” of (32) B m scated
at MAMBIGAO (MAPs Gourq:mgt_es 26,8265.1)s Lientensst. Worthan's
patrol had ceme’ n-em mm (MAP: Gobrdinates
Dec 4+ 1deutenant Sted r with - capt' '_'_*'_?Bottcha‘r
been’ oata.hlishad., R ca d:by Li

5 tovards STLD BAT. Captaln Bobteher msd (15) Bi remet
CP.. Isolated small greups of Japa wore aeen by both of our pa:trola

during the day.

800 yards E of STEAD BAY (MAP: k
Fortham also established an OP everl_ !
(AP: Coordinetes 23.5+68.0). -Enemy pat: _
twarda the . coast and oneo group of spproxin ;

gean going bl rran SIMD BAY. area. No enamy activitya_ t
Et' WIGAD. ‘

capta:ln Bottcher and (15) Ei joined Lieutenant Steele at the.
‘eutpost (with 20 carriers) at 16001, ' ideutenant Wortham was still
in the CAMPOFO area. AL @I one Jap ¢ame into the OP with & eur-
¥ender leaflet and gave'l

; 1f up. He had no docunénts-ard very
1ittls information as he had ‘béen on Leyte since 12 Dec 44 and had
beasi dn the Japanese Army only (4) months, This FOW was kept at
the CP and cauged no troubls but ws.a very eoopora‘biva.

~1-

28 Hareh 194.5 :




"""ppm".'_-lt‘vﬂﬂyardsmw ,
25*5-61.1). (2) OP's were established on- ridges
66 one-OF Tocated to S of the GP, -Lieutenant
1 grrived at OF at 1430I. 5/5gt Aney and patrol of
(22) B'D t CONSUEGRA (MAP: Coordinates 30.8-67.6) on 28 Dec
4e - Thia : ned fordes at the CP7at 13301,
moving f ¥ maasage ‘was received by Captein Bottcher to the effect
tha‘& his patrrol :mtact was to return to Ba.se on or about 2 Jan 45.

20 Be'é. 44

Since FirstBn, 127 Inf were now loceted to N and ® of GF, our
ou‘hpests weré withdrawn. The outpests to the S and E were meintained.
At 19601 a native: repqrted a large Jap force to’the ESE of our CP.
One TNG was ple.eed 48 the CP facing to the E, ‘the eutpaat was drawn
in to protect and maintain the ING position. Gnards were posted at
each ond ¢f CP area. -

. a,t ﬁ2451 t.he eneny attacked from the E kil]ing (2) Eﬂﬂ ingtantly,
The. ensueing fire fight lasted appm:d.mately (2) hours and during this
time Capt Bottcher was saﬁ.ously Injured by an enemy mortar shell,
(7). B were wounded, Enemy atrength was estimated to be a,pproxima.teiy
275 to 300 with 2 hm;g portars, 1 light morter, 1-HME, 2 IMG, and meny
emgll arms. At ap ey 05001 the remainder of the patrel withd:ew
te the W. Oaptain Ba‘h‘kﬁh& died from shook &nd logs of bleoed at 08101.
ALl e¢fforts to saye him with Dlasme end first gid failed due to the mortal
infuries he had rece.'NeE. The  patrel jelned. with elements of 127 Inf.
A% 13001, natives returned to the old OP area. and breught back the bedies
of the (2) B who had been killed, The bodies were delivered to 127

Inf CP at 1430I. 411 the wounded men were. able to walk, (4) wounded
Ri, the POW and (1) EM guarding the prigoner went. to the. 127 Inf afd
“station oh the coast at SILAD BAY and spent the night thera. Balance of
patrol went on perimeter defense with 127 Inf, - '

Founded men, PDN and (1) FM guarding were evacuated from SILAD BAY
. by barge to PALD, IEYTE arriving there st 1600I, Balance of patrol left
127 Inf perimeter area and proessded W to SIMB BAY arriving there at

14001 ang remained. there for the might. .

- Abttempts were made to transport the bodies of Captain Bottcher
and (2) B by cub to no avail. The patrol loaded on barges at 16001 with
the bodies and wore teken to vicinity of CARIGARA arriving there at. 21001.
The bedies were taken to the Troop erea and all men rejoirned Troop Head-
quartars et 22001 --~-Mission cempleted.
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wore buried in USAF constery at LIiON, Zeyte,

( ) m depsrtad Troa Headquarters for Mﬂm (MAP; Goordinates
32 3—56.8) to. recever body of (1} B who hed been turied there 21 Nov

44.

_ adeaped; Gur foreiaa had m sasualtd
mataly e kilmeters 5 of AM.

From 6 Jan 45 to 21 Ja.n 45, members of this organization were not
engaged in any antian a.gainat the enemy

v

BERRARD J LILLIB
ls'k Ltl, QI.VRJIy »
Commanding.




