Name.. ...

Address..

City and State

“The Spanish people teaghs us haw o
fight faicism. Wa do 1ot deserve it~
lary and we will mot get a secure
peace, until Spain is free’”

IFrem a lerter by Capf.
Rotteker to the Vaterons
of the Lincoln Frigodel



Killed on Leyte

CUBA’'S EX-PRESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE
GENERAL FULGENCIO EMANUEL
BATISTA CELLER
~~ ~
CHARLES COUNCILMAN
STANLEY M.

COLLINS ISAACS

REPEAT PERFORMANCE, BY POPULAR DEMAND, OF

NORMAN ROSTEN’S DRAMATIC SCRIPT
ON THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES

Road From Wadrid”

WITH THE JEFFERSON SCHOOL CHORUS

THURSDAY, MAY 17th at 8 P. M.

MANHATTAN CENTER 34th ST. AT 8th AVENUE
TICKETS AT:
GENERAL ADMISSION — 50c 13 ASTOR PLACE . . . . . ROOM 404
JEFFERSON BOOKSHOP . 575 — éth AVE.
RESERVED SECTION — $%1.00 WORKER'S BOOKSHOP . . 50 E. 13th ST,

Ruspices: VETERANS OF THE ABRAHAM LINGOLK BRIGADE
11 Room 406, 13 Astor Place, N. Y. 3, N. Y. . Algonquin 4-8586



MAY 1, 1945 FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE

In a letter addroessed to David McKelvy ¥hite, oxecutive sec-
roetary of’ tho Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, tha War Do~
partment cxpresscd its cordial support of the TRIBUTE TO CAPTATN
HEﬁMAN BOTTCHER, fallen Goerman-American horo, which will be held on
May 17 at Manhattan Centor, under the auspices of the veterané' or-
ganizgtion.

"The War Department has the highest opinion of Captain Bottcher's
Army record," wrote Assistant Secretary of War, John J. McCloy, "and
walcomos appreciation of the valuc of his sorvices and those of other
scldiers who have done more than their duty..s.Captain Bottcher 1is
descrving of all honor for his outstanding Army record, which earned
him a battlefiecld commission, the Distinguished Service Gross and 0ok
Leaf Cluster, the Silver Star, thc Legion of Merit, and the Purple
Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters, The War Department Burcau of Publie
Relations is sending you copiss of the citations which accompanicd
these awards, I hope these may be of use to you in arranging your
program," | p

Captaln Bottcher was a veteran of the war'in.Spain, interrupting
his oducation at the San Francisco State College, carly in 1937, to
join the Loyalist armies as a soldier in the Internatiopal Brigades,
During 25 months of fighting in'Spain, ho was wounded twice and decor-
ated threce times, rising to tho rank of ma jor,

Killed in action on Loytc last New Yearts Eve, the 35 yoar-old
German-born horo had’bocome a legendary figure in tho Pacific theatre
of war, IHis exploits in oporating as a Jungle fighter almost contin-
uously behind enemy lines, harrassing the Japs and gathering vital
infermation, were internationally celebrated in newspaper and maga-

zine articles.' Tho Australian government called him "Amcrica's one-
man army." '
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COL LI EDTATE Bl ASE .
.‘fm Yetorans of tho Atvshen Lincoln Driiade will grest vhe
300 .?a‘:cm;.ci;f:co Confepence ab a mass nooting, on woy 17 at Hanhattan
Centor, in iribute to Captein Heyman Sobichot, YAmoricats ono-man army,"
whose death on lLoyte last Hew Yoar's Pve teminated the brillian carser
of an antiefascisia
In announcing the plans for the TRIBULE T0 CAPTAILY I RMAN
BOITCHITl, David Helelvy thits, ommtiva. secretary of the Spanish veter- '
ans?! organization, released the following stabtements I
"The whole wofld mowrns Hermen Hottcher, Icaman-borﬁ antie- /
fagcist warrior, who fought from Spalin to Leyte as though he wers trying
to atone far the aing of tho German peoples We honor a man vhose pase
sicmata damooratio convictions and almost fabulous courage drove him
into battle azeinst the Axis 1n Spein elght yedrs agog and au.ahainad him,
despite many pevere wounds and temporary defeatb, until a. J&pénase WOt
tar sheoll cut hilm down ﬁalf-way acrosa the globe in the jungléa of the
Paclific, lwttcmr's‘%ﬂnw in seerch of a betior world caﬁa to an
endi almost within sight of his goal., |
"In a lotter to owr/orgenization svme monil® before his death,
he revealed his hopes for fhn futuret ‘The hardest battle for va will
be to win ths peac'e. to overcome diaoﬁﬁnatim. i.njuétz.toe, poverty, ine
security. Ve have to build a positive and dynemis demooracy in order
to survive.t! In paying tribute o Cep tain Bolteoher, his comrades in
the Lincoln Hrizade calute the United Nations at San Frenolseo who are
erecting an enduring peace &8 & towering monument to the men of all
natlons who have glven thelr liveg for the vision of o new and beiter
world."®
(ne of the mostedeccrated heroes of this war, Csptain Bottoher
hed bsen avardsed the Distingugahad Service Crugssy, the Silver Hter, the
Lesion of Yerit end the Purple Heart with two Onk Leaf Clustoarg,
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MAY 5 1945

Pnilip Xerivale, sotage and acreon star, will appear
a8 narrator in a porfornance of raom Resten's esoript,
PRoad Prom Hadeid,® to be pmaent;esi &8 a tribute to America's
greatest hereo in the Facific fighting, Captaln Heman Bottcher,
at lanhattan Center on May 17, Ceptein Boltcher, who fivet
achieved recognition aa a gr-at soldier in Spain vhere he
fought as & major againat Frenco, was killed on legyte Islerd
last How Yoar's Fves |

The aushor of "Road fras MHadrid® has just bsen
ewarded the $1000 price of the Ameriocen Acadany of Arts end
Letters, for hia contributions to creative literature,

w () »
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Normen Aosten, who has just won the $1000
award qf the Acadamy of Arts and Letters rar‘hia contribi-
tione to creatlive literature, has vritten a new acrlpt;
QRoad From Hedrid," in tribute to Captain ﬁannan Bot tohor,
Amorica's greatesi hero in the Pacific fighting, who was
killed on Leyte Ialand last Hew Year's jve, It will be
performwd at Manhatian Center on May 17, with Philip

Herdvale, stage and soresn etar, in the role < marrator,
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FOR TMMEDIATE RELIASE:

Lioutenant Morris Brier, who is convalescing at an army
hogpital from severe wounds received on Northern Luzon, last Fobruéry,
will express the admiration of our fighting men of the Pacific thea~
trs for Cabtain Herman Bottcher, fallen American hero, at =a meeting
at Manhattan Center this Thursday evening, May 17, o

Lieuteﬁant brier, who fought alongside Bottcher against
the Franco rebellion in Spain in 1937 and 1938, will recount some
of the stories of bPottchert's spsctacular exploits as a "fascist-
killer" in Spain and the jungles of the Southwest Pacific,

The TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HERMAN BOTTCHER which will take
the form of a V-E celebration, rather than a memorial meeting, will
also hear General Fulgencio Batista; former President of Cuba,
Congressman Emanuel Celler, Councilman Stanley M. Isaacs, Gustav
Faber, editor of the German language weekly, the "German-American,"
and Charles Collins, executive secretary of the Negro Labor Victory
Committee, Mra, Vincent Sheean will serve as chairman.

Coptoin Bottcher, who died on Leyte Island last Hew Year's
kEve, was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross and Oak
Loeaf Cluster, the Legion of Merit, the Silver Star, and the Purple
Heart with two Ozk Leaf Giusters. Hailed as Americats gréatest
jungle fighter, Bottcher was called a "One-Man Army" by the Aus-
tralian Government, and widely publicized in "Yank," "Stars and

Stripes," "Life" and numerous other publications,
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FOR _IMIHEDIATE RELVASE

Gustav Faber, editor of the "German-American," influcntial
anti-Nazi German language weekly, will express the viewpoint of
the progressive German-American community on the question of "What
to Do With Germany?", at the TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HIRMAN BOTTCHER at
Manhattan Center, this Thursday evening, May 17,

Mr. Faber, wﬁose newspapef en)oys the largest circulation
of any publication among Germen prisoners of war in this country,
was a well-known trade union‘leader in Germany before Hitler came
to power, and was chosen by the OWI to make radio appeals by short-
wave to the German people. He is secretary-treasurer of the Trans-
port Workers Union,

The meeting at Manhattan Center, arranged by the Veterans
of the Abrsham Lincoln Brigade, will also hear General Fulgencio |
Batista, formér President of Cuba, Congressman Emanuel Celler, and
Councilman Stanléy M. Isaacs hcnor the memory of Captain Bottcher,
who was killed on Leyte Island last New Year's Eve after & dig-
tinguished record in Spain, whers he fought against Franco, and in
the Southwest Pacific,

Bottcher, a native of Germany, served as a major in the
International Brigades in Spain in 1937-38, His heroism at Buna,
New Gulnea, in 1942 won him the Distinguished Service Cross and a
battlefield commission as Captain. American cltizenship was con-
ferred on him by a special Aet of Congress, to permit him to ;c—
cept the commission. After his death, he was awarded the Legion
of Merit amd the Silver Star.

A Teature of the Bottcher meeting will be the performance
of Norman Rostents écript, "Road From Madrid," with Philip Merivale,

stage and screen star, in the role of narrator,



FCE IMMEDIATE RELEASH:

Congressman Emanuel Celler, one of the most vigorous ad-
vocates of a "haprd peace" for defeated Germany, will pay tribute to
& German who idied as en Awmerican hero, at o meebing 1n honor of
Capbain Hermen Bottecher next Thursday evening, May 17, at Manhattan
Center, under Lhe auspices of the Veterans of the Abrahem Lincoln
Brigadae,

Repraesentative Celler will bte jolned by General Fulgencio
Batista, former Presidsnt of Cuba, and other notables in expressiﬁg
the gratltude of the democracies for the outstanding contributions
made by Bottcher Lo victory over fascism - in 3pain against Franco,
and in the Southwest Pacific egeinst Japanese militarism.

One of the most dacorated heroces of this war, Bottcher
rose in rank from staff sergeant to captalin, recsiving a battle-~
Tield commission and the Distinguished Service Cross for his ex-
ploltas mrs & jungle fighter on New Guinea in December, 1942, If WeS
necassary for Congress to confer citizenship on him by a special
act, in ordser to permit Bottcher to be commissioned, At the tlme
¢f his death on Leyte Island last New Yesr's Eve, he had been recom-
mended for promotion to the rank of ﬁajor, g position he held in
Apain where he served with thc Loyalist forces for 25 months as a
volunteer in the Internstionel Brigades. The Silver Star and the
Legion of Merit were awarded him, posthumously,

When Mra. Pranklin D, Roosevelt visited Australia in
Septerber, 1543, she sald she was eager to meet Bottcher. &he
did meet him at the ice cream counbter of the Amerlcan Red Cross
in Sydney and chatted with him for some time. Tha late President's
wife said that her mesting with Captain Bottcher waa one of the

highlights of her trip.

-0 -
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Gensral Fulgencio Batista, foﬁmer President of Cuba, will
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bo tho prinecipald spealcr at a meeting in tribute to Capiain Herman
Bottcher, fallon German-Amcaricen hero, to be held on May 17 at
Manhettan Ccntcr; under the guspicéa of the Veterans of the Abraham
Ilncoln Brigade,

Captain Bottelor, who served as a major during ths Spanish
Civil War where he fought on the side of the Ropublie amgeinst the
Fronco rebellicn, was killed In sction on Loytc Island last Now
Year‘*a Fve affer achieving international renown a&s a jungle flghter
in the Southwest Pacific, Named "Amorica's One-Man Army" by the
Australlan government and "the eyes and cars of his division" by his
fellow officers of the 32nd Infantry Diviaion, Bottcher was one of
the moat widely publicized and decorated horoos of tho war.

His cxtraordinary daring and courage, his skill in opor-
ating bohind cnemy lines during which ho killed hundreds of Japanoso
end gathorecd vital information, have boen described in the army news-
papers, "Yank" and "Stars and Stripes", in "Life" magazino and in
numcrous othar publications both here and in obhor countries.
Bottcherts docorations included the Distingulshed Serviec Gross and
Oak Leaf Clustor, tho Silver Star, the lLegion of Merit ang the Purple
Heart with two Cak Leaf Clustors.:

A native of Germany, which hc left in 1928, ho hed not yet
qu;i{ficd for American citizdnship when Genceral McArthur réquosted
that Sgt. Boticher ba made a citizen by specinl Act of Congress, so
. that he could bo given a battlcfiold commission as captain. At tho
time of hils death, ho hed bocn rocommonded for promotion to the rank
of major, The citation which accompanied the eward of tho Distin-
guishod Service Crosa.to Bottechor, then a svrgeant, read: Y“For oxe
tracrdinary horolsm in netion near Buna, Now Gulnca, during the pe-
riod, Docember 5-11, 1842, Durlng an attack on cnomy positlons,
3taff Sergcant Bottchor pe?sonally led & unit which cut off commu-
nications botwoon anemy forceos at Buna Village from thosc at Buna
Government statien. On succocding days, he repoatedly repulsed
strong encmy countor-nttacks on this vitnl pesition., During one si-
multanoous attack from both hostile foress, ho colmly stood up in the
face of enomy firo and threw hand grorados at tho advaneing eonomy,
Although wounded in this action, hs remnined with hils unit until it
was relieved. His outstanding leadership and personal hercism re-
peatedly inapired his men and was primerily responglble fon the

success of the defense,Y
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rOR RELEASE: MONDAY, MAY 14, 1945

Professor Albert Einsfein, internationally renowned phys-
icist, who fled his native Germany scon after Hitler seized power
to find asylum and the opportunity to continue his work in the free
atmosphere of America, today pald trivute to ancther celebrated
German-American, Captain Herman Botticher, who was killed on Leyte
Island last New Yearts Bve,

In a letter to the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,
sponsor of the meeting in honor of Captain Bottcher which will be
held next Thursday, May 17, at Manhattan Center, the Nobel prize
winner wrote:

"Being one of the most unheroiec and wmilitary

people Imagineble, I would nct venture to express

my admiration for a person who was great in ths

military field., T have, however, a strong feeling

of admiration for Herman Bottcher because he went

to Spain and fought there for the freedom-loving

Spanish people. In honering this man you are keep-

ing alive the public awareness that the democratie

nations shared the guilt of the sin against the

Spanish people and must make good the grievous

wrong they did., Not by their words but by their

actions will the statesmen of our time be judged

by posterity. The name of Captain Herman Bottcher

wiil always be cherished in admiration and gratitude;

for he gave himself in the cause of freeing men from
their chains,.,"

Among the speakers who will participate in the TRIBUTE TO
CAPYAIN HERMAN BOTTCHER at the first large public meeting since
V-E Day, are General Fulgencio Batista, ex-President of Cuba,
Congressman Imanuel Celler, Councilman Stanley I, Isaaca, Mrs,
Vincent Sheean, and Custav Faber, editor of the "German-American, "
anti-Nazi weekly,

Botltcher, America's outstanding scldier of the Pacific
theatrc, was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, the
Silver Star ard the Legion of Merit,
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YETERANS OF THE
ABRAHAM LINGOLN
BRIGADE

11 ASTOR PLACE

NEW YORK 3, M. Y. :
AlLgonquin 4.8586 May 15, 1945

The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade invites
you to cover the TRIBUTE TQ CAPTAIN HEiMAN BOTTCHER this Thurs-
day, May 17, at Menhattan Center, 34 Street and Lighth Avenue,
The mecting will begin at 8:30 promptly. Press tickets are en-
cloaed, .

About 4,000 people are expooted to honor the memory
of Americal’s greatest hero of the Pacific fighting, who £sll in
action at Leyte, last New Year's Eve,

A native of Germany, Bottcher received a battlefield
commission as captain for his part in a decisive action at Buna
in December, 1942, At that time, he was not an American citizen,
To permit his promotion from staff sergeant to captain, Congress
made him a cltizon by a special Act, His decorations included
the Distinguished Serviece Cross and Oak Leaf Cluster, the Legion
of Mcrit, the Silver Star and thce Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf
Clusters,

Long before America entered the war, Bottcher fought
against Franco in Spain where he served with rank of major in the
International Brigades. In 25 months of service, during which he
received two deocorations, he was wounded thres times,

Speakers at the Botteher meeting, the first large pube
lic meeting since V-E Day, will include:

General Fulgencio Batista, ex-President of Cuba
Congrossman Hunanucl Celler

Councilman Stanley M, Isaacs

Gustav Paber, cditor of the "German-American®

Charles Collins, executive-secrectary of the Negro
Labor Victory Committee

Mrse Vincent Sheecan, who will serve as chairman,
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The Veterans of the Abraham Linecoln Brigade

pressnt a
TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HIRMAN BOTTCHER

Manhattan Center Thursday, May 17,1945

ki i £13

1, David McKelvy White
Executlve Secretary of fthe Abraham Lincoln Brigade

2+ Diana Forbes-Robertsone o« « o o o iChairman
Contributing Edltor of the New York Post

Se Hon, Stanley M, Isaacs
New York Clty Councilman

4, (Gustav Faber
Editor of the "Germen-American" and
Secty,-Treas., - Transport Workers Union, C.I.O.

5¢ Lieut, Morris Brier, U.,S3, Army
Vetieran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade

6+ Charies Collins
: Executivs Secretary of the Negro Labor Victory Committee
0fficial of Hotel & Restaurant Workers Union, A.F.of L,

7o "Road to Madrid". « » + « o oby Norman Rosten
Philip Merivale and the Jefferson Chorus

B. General Fulgencio Batista
Former President of Cuba

S, GCongressman Emanuol Celler
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THIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HERMAN BOTTCHER
Manhattan Center Thursday, May 17,1945

(The follcwing are excerpts from the spesches prepared for'delivery
tonight)

* #
Feneral Fulgenclo Batlsta
Ex-President of Cuba
"Pranco is trying to ingratiate himself with the United

States by declaring'W1r_on Japan, The Falange 1s like a snake
which, although its fangs have been removed, still leaves its
polson seeping through the body, We must bulld a federabtion of
Latin-American countries, but it must be a federation based on
democratic countriss, and not on dictatorships, There are still
several dictatorships in Latin-America, such as Honduras, Santo

Domingo, Argentina, efc.. I will continue to oppose dictatorships,

including that of Argentina,"

* %
Congressman Emanuel Celler

"I believe it would be well that women be given thelr
rightful place in CGermany. I say this with the knowledge of the
cooperation the Nazi women gave to the Third Reich., It arose out
of the subjection of womén in the German housaechold, who were con-
fined to Kuche, Kinder and Kirche., But I believe that if those
who bear life are given a greater part in developing a moral climate
for the preservation of life, much can be accomplished in the re-
education of Germany,

"To my mind, the program offered by the so-called Mor-

genthau Plan 1s the sanost, most practical, and most certain of



TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN HERMAN BOTTCHER -2 -

success Iin reaching our aims -- the prevention of German aggression,
It is not a question of a hard peace, sof} peaﬁc, but that of a dur-
able peacc,”

"Naturally, we must start from the negative, Destroy the
worshlp of militarism in the schools, enlist the aid of the churches,
War 1s not glory., Aggression is not honor, Brutality is not cour=
agot

" believe that the peace treaties should provide that
all properties seized as alien properties in the Allieq-Nations
should be s50ld to their own nationals, and ncutral countries should
be made to follow suit., The proceeds of theso salos should bo used
as reparation in money to help in the rehabllitation of the¢ dovastat-
cd sreasg, to repair tho havoc wrought by the Gorman blood~hounds,"

#* %

Hon. Stanley M. Isszacs
NeY.City Councilman

"Mhis meoting has becn called in tribute to“the memory of
Captaln Hofman Bottcher, DSC, vetoran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade,
who was ¥illed in tho service of his country in Leyte, It is natur-
al that a hero of the war to savo Spain from fascism should have
been ready to agreco to continue that fight in the World War, Aftor
all, tho conflict in Spain, in reality, was basically the same as
the world-wide conflict which followcd., Each was a strugglo to save
democracy from fascism, Ono was local beocausc the Spanish fighters

for democracy wero deserted by the othor frce nations of the world,"



TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIYN HERMAN BOTTCHER -3 -

"But fascism is not dead everywhere and all the appeascrs
have not passed from tho world stage, We appareontly are roady to
admlt to participation in this organizatlion of free peoples, the
Argentino, cenbor of fascism in this hemisphere, Does that mean
that we will tolcratu Franco, too? Let us realizo that we cannob
organizo for peace if, within tho living international organisnm
which we aro.trying to create to preserve poace, wo are, at the out-
got, injecting thc‘poison of fastist leadership and fageist ideas,
Lincoln was right whon ho said that thls country could not surviveo
half slave and half freo, Freedom cannot exlst in our country or
in any country, if there remaing within its borders a fraction of
1ts inhabitants which is not free. Lt is just as true that frecdom
cannot be prescrved throughout the world through any international
organization, if there 1is included as a momber, any truly fascist
state. Our world ecasnnot bo a frco world if it is half fres, or
oven if it is nearly all freoo, It must be a free world of free

nations, evorywhorce,!

"Whatcver reagons may have existed in the past for the
acceptance of Franco Spaln as a neutral state, they no 1ﬁnger aXm
1sty To be misloed by the overtures of Fraoanco and to accord him
rccognition anew, is to doom in advance tho futuro of world secur-
1tye. For it must be agreed now that there can be nelither peacse nor
socurity, as long as fascism is permittcd to flourish in Spaine..
We must insist that tho pcople of Spain be permitted to organize in
their own Waj,,and under thoir own lcaders, their own freo and

democratic government, We must help and encourage the birth of o



TRIBUTE T0O CAPTAIN HERMAN BOTTCHER -4 -

fros Spain eroated by Spanish Republicons who lovo Llibertye seweel
urge this lest those who dicd in that ecarlier fight for domocracy
In Spain aganinst the fascist hordes and against the armies of Hitler
and Mussolini shall have died in vain," |

w0 G s

Charles A, Collins -
Exoce=Sectys, Nogro Labor Victory Committes

"The debt America owos her cltizons who fought and dicd
in the fasciat intervontlon of Spain, cannot be paid by eculogies or
fine words of praise. It will only be paid whon Franco jolns Hitler
and Mussolini  in the gutter whors he belongs. It is for this that
Captain Bottcher gavo his life at Loyto, it is for this that black
and white members of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade said "No P&saran"
to the fascists in 1936, It is for this that we, the vietims and

intended vlotims of fascism, btako up the fight,"
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Spgech delivered by Guetav Faber, Edlter of
The Germen Americen, Secretary of the GermBn-Americén
Trade Union Commlttee, at Manhattan Center, May 17, 18945

It is iudeed B great privilege to be in one bell with so mamy peopnle
coming from all walks' of life, mauy of whom ;:;t'rlsaps hove nevrr met before,

Fut we nl) crme to pey tritute to & great Americen end to honor & grest
srldier who gave his life in defenze of his country.

Capirin Herman Foettcher who died en the bottlefisld and whe was long
before dinrld fnr I7 mn outsts.ndin_a_ fi:hter pgainst every form of Hitlerismo
end Vesclam, wen & true fmerican,

long Yefore gnme gnvcrnr:‘;ents and statepmen se&w the evil of fascism rising
all over the world, Boeitcher became an active &nti-fascist, And when the
Civil %ar in Pranco Spain gove the signel to the fasciats in other countries
to mobilize their 5th columns against world democracy, wé found Beettcher in
the Lincnls Brirade on the side of the Spanish Loymlist Government,.

The democrscies were not roady and williag to fight Hitler, Mussolini ond’
Franco and go world fesclam won itg first round.

Berp conviction to the ceuse of democracy, devotlon to the duties and
#1mo rights of the common man and courege, yes, gresi COUTA/&, WOTE NOCFESATY
to join the Linqcln Brigade in 1935. The fewcist minded. press had polgoned
the minds of the Americen pecrle and po there were oo reception comrittees for
the fighterrs from Speln et their homecoming. Instead Bosttcher losi: his
Americrn citizenship fer being B good American fighting frgoiom 1n §{t& very
beginning.

Pearl Karﬁor found him in San Francisco working hls wey tbhrough college.
Put there wes no time for educetion. America, his country by fren cholice, was
atteacked by the Japs and Boettcher wanted te do his shere, Hig coursge and
lerdership hnd to be recngnized. His American citisenship wes returned to
him by & speciel act of Conzress. He wos awerded the §ilver Ster, the Purp&lal
Ee2rt, and the Diptinguished Service Croas for outatanding hercism, Frivate
Bosttcher beoame & Corporal, a Sergeant and was made un officer of the United
States Army oa the battlefield. He rose to the rank of & Captain and was
recommended for promotion to Major, when hie fighting heart was stopped forever
by Jap Fasciet bullets, |

Re Germen-Americens are oau;pm‘m.ll;.lr proud of Boettcher because he wAs born
in Gérmeny, because hiam deeds have proven to the world that there are other

Germang besldee the Nezle,



More than & million of the best enti-fascists in Germuny did not have the
opportunity to fight Hitlerism on the battlefislds, bub they dled for their
anti_fasciet sonvictions iz Hitler'e concentretion cumps, German enti-fasclets
}ike Doebtcher were chot, starved or beaten to death by countless thousands.

1f Boettcher bad come back, he would have done all in hia power %o help lu
the formation of & democratic peaceful world. Baettcher and many like him did
not live %o gee the victary over Hitler, hie arch-ememy. But he left pome un~
finlghed business o be carried onm by wa, The Pacific wer ie not yet won, Alr-
plenes, guna and other war material ec necessary to firigh the job must be made
aveilable and fortheoming, The entlre home front must meke one final effort %o
drive the enekes of fasciem from the face of the earth.

on various occasiens be expreased his hatred for Eitlerism and was fighting
the Nazis since 1929 in every form. Yes, the war ia won egainst Germany, but
Hitlerism i8 mot yob destroyed. We must ruthlesely destroy the Negi Party, the
Nazi leadere, those § § gangaters and bangmen, the murderera of Jews, and
Obristieng, prisoners of war and enti-fagolsta. We must destrgy the militery
caste, who efter the last world wer, worked underground to rebuild the German War
Machine., ¥Ye muet definitely destroy the Junker cless aud large landownere whe
transferred their loyalty from the Kaiser to Hitler, but remained the ontewmding
privileged class even under the Weimar Republic. We mmat destroy the Gaptaihs of
the heavy industries, wha during the wer robved and plundered tbe industries of
the whole Furspean Contlinent end becsme the peymeetere of Hitlerta Forty Wachine
long before he came to power. We must destroy the teachinzs of fmsclem in the
universities and schoels in order to be able to develop genuine democracy in

LY
Germany in yesrs %o comeé, And last bub certainly not least we musi prove to the
world, that crime does mot pay: Arch Fasciets like Deenitz, Goering, Himmler and
many of the Junker CGenerals ¥ho are responsible for 309 million Russlang never Boes;
ing their elty,:town or villsze; those respounsible for the ¥ Boxbe that killed
innocent children, men end women without werning im London; those responaible
for the bundred thousand Gold Star Mothers in the United states must be punished.

Herman Boettcher would want us to demand that wer criminele are not dined
and wined but thet they are turned over to the people of Eumpe to be judged for
thelr crimes and punished atcordingly.

If we want to build & mocument for Boettcher we must mee to it Yhat the arch
fescist Franeo is trrated ae a war crimins}) for the direct help he gave to Hitler
by sending his troaps %o fight sgainst our Ally Soviet Russia, Dy kesping filling
stations for Germau oubmarines which were used at a cost of meny sunken Ameriean
merchant ships and American merchant seamen; and for the crimes committed by him
and his henehmen aguinst the herctc defenders of the Loyalist Government.

We muet therefore, support the Hesolution sponsored by Repreeentetive Coffes
in the United States Congress to break relatlions with fascist Framco and kelp %o
reeatablish B democretic Spenish Republie,

let us not be fooled into believing that Famsciem is gone forever in our
Country. Of the 25,000 members of the Hitler Bund only a few werse brought to
justice, Thousanda of the former Bund wembers as well as membere of other Pasclat
orgenizations are still mt large waiting for the opportunity to strike again, Yes,

our brand of Foeciet regrets that Eitler'ts armies are not in England instead of

Zisenhower bel in Ge I & regratzs that Hitler fa not
Howeow but S5talin is in Be lﬁ'n? ngxgyngégggﬁe%yleﬁ 8 wil?ancg only in wordé'nbub
in deeds, Lot us execute his will for world democracy end & laeting peace.



tadias and gentlem?n -
It is my privelege?astxecubive Secretary of the Veterans of the Abraham

: ’
iincoln Brizade to call thés meeting to order, and to expénd a welcome to
you in the name of XX our members, both those who are present and those —-
mucih the greater numbar -- who are scattered far and wide in the armed forces
of our country,
Ye will open the eveninz with the sinzing of our national anthem. I believe
thatf, in thinking ef VE Day, sc recently bshind us, we will sing it with 2

special gusto and » special feeling. We will be led by Fllenn { Q*é; fﬂ‘g(zkf

* ® o o o *0¥

Ve gather this evening to pay honor to a great fighter, a great anti-fascist,

LY

. Herman Bottcher.fhWe’géy our tribute in Lthe only way possible -- that is, in

" recakling the purposes of his iife, the guiding motives of his heroic service.

¥e wan be absolutely certain that he would have wished anf meeting in his honor

to result in an increased and more destermined resclve to carry on the fignt.
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. The Vaterans of the Lincoln Brigade sre preud that one of their members became

the best known and most illustrious herc’of the Seuth Pacific. But we 2re not
¥HYP¥I surprised. ¥%e know where he learned how to fight =zo effectively -- in.
Spain. Te kncw where he had already proved that he knew wiy to fight —- in

Spain, where he saw the very face of fascism, the monster that was farst venturing
forth frem its lnir in Germany, his native Germany, on its Elocdy road towsrd the

condquest and enslavement cf the whole world.

tlerman Boticher'!s message to us, before sny ether, would be an appesl tc guarantee
veyond all question the victory we have won in Furope, the victory we will most
certainly win in the Pacific. His whole Life was an assurance thast ne would tofay

counsel, were 7s able, a stern and realistic punishment of the guilt of the bigz



majority of the German people. His waocle Life of uercic dedicaticn to demcerrcy

was an indictment of the Nazi war criminmls. Y¥e would understand littis of his worth,
we would pay pceor tribute to him, if we did not resolve trat these criminais be
promptly and ruthlessly tried and executed. @ne of the things thatf must be fought
is hmerica's tendsncy K& easily to fdrgive and ferget. And this terdency will most
certainly be played for all it is worth, undsr all sorits cf pseuwdo—"humanitsrian
guises, by those who seek to save some fragments of orgsnized fascism from the
wreckage. Ve must be firm and determined, as Botlicher was, intent single-mindedly

upon the real end thorouzh wiping cut of this hideous fascist menace.

And, speeking of war criminals, we must in Herman Botteier's memory te=r in mind cne
wilo is not yet widely enoﬁgh reccgnizad =5 a wer criminal, the Falangzist fuhrer of
Spain, Francisco Franco. Franco has Tecently come up in the world. Nob long ago,
he was merely = lnckey of seccndary importance. But today, lMussilini Lies doad in
a gubter, where he hkas alweys belenged. Hitlart's nody most Likely liess among the
charred ruins of Berlin., Most of the second-string quislings sre deed or in prieon.
And Franco, strictly by default and because he has survived, hns hecome FBuropels
Public Eremy NO., L. Nﬁt in the eyes cf our State Department, where antiquated
-

Fronco-aipeasemsnt still hss important influence, whare it is felit that Franeco is
now "Behaving himself™ , and where it is thought that, though we iesrned st bitter
cost that "you can't do business with Hitlet," yet we can and should éc bisiness with
nis main and most important inheritor, Franco.
¥ell, we of the VLB most empnatically dissgree. Ve insist and we will continue to

) ) '
insist YHHY, snd we call to witness the proud record of Herman Betbcher, tnat Franco
is not a RFELE friend but ¥X a war criminal. ¥e inmsist that so lony as Franco, or
his regime under whatever phensy disguise of monarcly cr btherwiée, renains in power,

b

fagcism is not defeatéd, =snd cur lives =nd Literties are not safa, from a thnird
w

world war, breeding this day, this very lour in fascist Spain. Ve witl not be gulet
» & ) y

on this subject, and we will demsand thab Conzress see KHE 2nd acknowledge this truth
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(The following are excerpts from the speeches prepared for deliVery
tonight).
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General Fulgencio Batl,ita
Ex-President of Cuba

"Franco is trying to ingratiate himself with the United
States by daclaring war on Japan, The Falange 1s like a asnake
which, although its fangs have been removed, ntill leaves 1ts
polson sesping through the body.l We must bulld a federation of
Latin~American countries, but it must be a feduaration based on
democratic countriss, and not on dictatorships, , There are stilil
séveral dictatorshipslin Latin-America, such as Honduras, Santo
Domingo, Argentina, e fc.. I will continue to op)oss aictatorships,

including that of Argentina,"

* #
Congressman Emanuel Celler

"I believe Lt would be well that women be given their
rightful place in Germany. I say this with the knowledge of the
cooperation the Nazl women gave to the Third Reich. It arose out
of the subjection of women in the German household, who wore con~
fiﬁed to Kuche, Kinder and Kirche. But I believe that 1f those
who bear life are given a greater part in developing # morsl climate
for the preservation of life, much can be accomplished in the re-
gducation of Gennahy.

"To my mind; the program offered by the so-c¢alled Mor-

genthau Plan ig the sanost, most practical, and most certaln of
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success in reaching our aims -- the prevention of German aggression,
It is not & question of a hard pesce, soft peace, but that o a dur~
able peaca”

"Naturﬁlly,_wa must start from the negative, Destroy the
worship of militarism in tho schools, enliat the aid of the churches,
War 1s not glory. Aggression ls not honors Brutality is not coure

agee

"I believe that the peacc treaties should provide that
all properties seized as alien properties in the Allied Nations
should be s0ld to their own nationals, and ncutral countries should
be made to follow suit. The proceeods of thesc sales should be used
as reparation in money to help in the rehabilitation of the dovastat-
ed arcas, to repair the havoc wrought by the Gormen blood-hounds."
#

Hone. Stanley M. Isaacs
No¥.City Councilman

. "Thls meeting has been called in tribute to tho mmory of
daptain Herman Bottchor, DSC, veteran of tho Abraham Linecoln Brigade,
who was killed in the servico of hié country in Loyte. It is natur=-
al that a hero of the war to save Spain from fascism should have
becen ready to dgfco to continuo that fight in the World War, Aftor
all, tho conflict in Spain, in rcality, was basically tho samc as
tho world-wide conflict which followed, Each was a struggle to aave
domooracy from fasclsm, Ono was local bceccausc the Spanish fightors

for democracy were desorted by tho other frce nations of the world."
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"But fascism is not dead everywhere and all the appeasors
havo not passed from the world stape, We apparently are rcady to
admit to participation in this organization -of free peoplos, tho
Argentine, center of fascism in this hemisphere., Does that mean
that we will tolcrato Franeco, too? Lot us realizc that we cannotb
organlzoc for poace if, within thce living international organlsm
which wo aro trying to creatc to preserve peace, we are, at the out-
set, Injocting tho poison of fascist leadership gnd fagclst idoas,
Liﬁcoln was right wihon ho said that this cdountry could not survive
half slave and haif froa, PFroedom cannot oxist in our country or
in any country, if therc remains within its borders a fraction of
1ts inhabitants which is not free., It is jdst as true that freedom
cannot be prescrved throughout the world through any international
-organization, 1f there is included as a member, any truly fascist
state. OQur world cannot be a freo world if it is half free, or
oven if 1t is nearly all frooc, It must be a free world of freo
nations, evorywhere,!

"Whatcver reasons maj‘havc existed in the past for the
acceptanco of France Spain as a neutral state, they no longer ex-
19ty To be misled by the overtures of Franco and to accord him
rocognition anew, 13 to doom in advance the fubturo of world secur-
ity. For it must be agreed now that thereo can be nelther peacc nor
socurity, as long as fascism is permittod to flourdsh in Spain..s
We must insist that tho poople of Spain bo permitted to organize in
their own way, and under thoir own leaders, their own frco and

domoecratic government. We must help and encourage the birth of a
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freae Spain croated by Spanlsh Republicans who lovo liberty, ssel
urge this lest those who diecd in that oarlicr fight for demccracy
In Spain against the fascist hordos and against the armies of Hitler
and Mussolini shall have died in vain,"

%

: Charles A, Collins
EXoce=Scctys, Negro Lebor Victory Commltteo

"The debt America owos her citizons who fought and died
ip the fagclist inbtervention of Spain, cannot be paid by eulogles or
fino words of pralises It will only be paid when Franco jdina Hitlor
and Mussolini 1in the gutter whore he belongs.,. It is for this that
Captain Bottchor gave his life at Leyte, it 1s for this that black
and whipe membors of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade said "No Pasaran' -
to the fascists In 19364 It is for this that we, the vietims and

intended vliatims of fasclsm, tako up the fight,"

'
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(The following are excerpts from the speeches prepared for delivery
tonight,)

General Fulgencioc Batista
Ex-President of Cuba

"Franco 1s trying to ingratiate himself with the United States by
declaring war on Japaen. The Falange 1s llke a snake which, although
its fangs have been removed, still leaves 1ts polson seeping through

the body,"
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"We must build a federation of Latine-American countries, but it
mist be a federation based on democratic countrilies, and not on
dictatorships., There are still several dictatorships tn Latin-
America, such aé Honduras, Sante Domingo, Argentins, ete, I will

continue to oppose dictatorships, including that of Argentina,®

Congressman Emanuel Celler
"I belleve 1t would be well that women be given their rightful place
in Germeny. I say this with the knowledge of the cooperation the Nazi
women geave to the Third ﬁeich. It arose out of the subjection of women
in the German househtld, who werse confined to ﬁnche,KInder and Kirache,
But I belieﬁe that 1f those who bear life are glven a greater part in

developing a moral climate for the preservaetion of life, much can be

accompllshed In the re-ecducation of Germany."
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"To my mind, the program offered by the so-called Morgentheu Plan is
the sanest, most practical, and most certain of success-in rezching
our aims ~-- the prevention of German aggression, It is not a aquestion

of & hard pesace, soft y bubt that of a durable pesce,”

peﬂf:- -
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"Naturally, we must start from the negative. Destroy the worship of
militarism in the schools, enlist the atd of the churchesg, Vlar 1s

not glory. Aggression 1s not honore Brutallty 1s not couvage.”
Il :
— e e e e e e e e e

"I belleve that the peace treatles should provide that all.properties
selzed as allen propertiss in the Allied Nations should be sold to
their own nationals, and neutral countries should be made to [ollow
suit, The proceeds of these sales should be used as reparation in
money to help in the rehabilitation of the devast&téd areas, to re-

palr the havec wrought by the German blood-hounds,”

Bon, Stanley M. Isaacs
N.Y, City Councilman

“This meeting has been called in tribute to the memory of Captain
Hermen Bottcher, DSG, veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, who
was killed In the service of his country in Leytes It is natural
that a hero of the war to save Spein from fascism should have been
regdy to agrse to continue that fight in the world war., After all,
the conflict 1in Spain, in Eeality, was basically the same as the
world-whde conflict which followed, Each was a struggle‘to save

democracy from fascism, One was local because ths Spanish fighters

for democracy were deserted by the other fres nations of the world,"
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"But fascism is not dead everywhers and all the appeasers havs not
passed from ihe wofld stage. We spparently are ready to admit to
participation in this organization of fres peoples, the Argentinse,
centér of fascism in this hemisphere, Does that mesn that we will
tolerate Franco, too? Let uws realize that we mannot orgénize for
peace 1f, withlnk the living international organism which we are
trying to create to preserve peace, we are, at the ocutset, injecting

the polson of fasclat leadership and fascist ideas. Lincoln was

right when he said that this country could not survive half slave ang
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half free, Freedom cannot exiast in our couniry or in any country, if
tnere remains within its borders a fraction of its inhsbitents which
is not fres, It 1s just as true that freedom cannot be preserved throughe
out the world through any Internationel orgenization, 1f thsre 1s in-
cluded as a member, any truly fasclst state, Our world cannot be a
free world if i1t is half free, or even 1f 1t is nearly all free, It

mist be a free world of free nations, everywhere."
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"Whatever reasons may have existed in the past for the acceptance

of Pranco Spain as a neutral state, no longer exlst, Tb be misled

by the overtures of Franco and to accord him recognition anew, is

to doon in advanée the future of world secirity. For it must be agreed
now that there can be neither peamce nor security, as long as fasclam
is permitted to flourish in Spain...wg mist Inslst that the people

of Spasin be permitted to organize in thdr own way, and under thetkd
own leaders, their own free and democratic government, We must help
and encourege the birth of a free Spain created by Spanish Hepublicans
who love liVertye oeoI urge this lest those who died In that earlisr
fight for democracy 1n Sﬁain against the fascist hopdes and agalinst
the armies.of Hitler and Mussolini shall have died in vain,"

Charles A, Collins
Exec.~Sec 'y, Negro Labor Victory Committee

"The debt America owes her ciltlzens who fought and died 1n the
feseist intervention of Spain, cannot be pald by euloglies or fine
words of pralse. It will only be paid when Franco joins Hitler and
Mussolini in ﬁhe gutter where he belongs. It is for this that Capt,
Bottcher gave his 1life at Leyte, it is for thils that black and white
menbers of the Abraham Lincoln Brigede said "No Pagsaran®™ to the
fasciasts in 1936, It is for thils that we, the vietims and intended

victims of fasclsm, talte up the fight",



