I know -- I know

through most of our correspondents I have pleaded a poor memory!
But I do remember some stuff --

I am not familiar with Matthew C. White?

Was he a member of the troop? Was he in the 3279

The captain may have been in Sydney?

after his recuperation from the Buna campaign

As I recall Mrs. Roosevelt met him in Brisbane

I remember putting the Oakleaf on his DSC Bar.

for that meeting!

as the captains aid , one responsibility when not involved! Was to set the officers table, I
did, often I ate with them,

Obsession with food - I don’t recall!

Having not been there -- Buna-!

There was one regiment that made the epic march over the Owen Stanley mountains,
believe it was the 126,

As Captain Boettcher was preoccupied at Buna, if it was the 126 are 127, however that
regiment as I understood it? Was to attack the Japs from another direction!?.

The food was extraordinarily good, when they mixed mustard relish with the bully beef,
Yum Yum! Yek-

now this one I remember, I was assigned, somewhere in New Guinea to drive a
Australian officer,

on returning to the troop late that evening, I still can’t believe it  -- they received a box
of frozen meat, the troupe had it at noon, and finished it off that evening, nothing left,
nothing - Ew. oms vt

I do remember someone catching something that looked like a turkey, I remember they
put that dude in a empty flower can, boil that kid, then boiled it some more!
Ha-couldn’t cut it with a machete!

I think, how can I make this up?

They threw grenades in the surf, to fish, however I don’t remember seeing any fish..
the absolute only time we were Introduced to”"TUBA”

again as I remember- was the beginning of my last tour with the troop.- the guys would
drink most anything, . N

but that stuff --I wouldn’t give it to the birds, let the natives havertit! Hade j .

In a previous note I remembered a Filipino boy making rice in one of our steel helmets,
that was not only good but scrumptious!

Well -- from where I sit it is very interesting to read some of the exploits, some- sure,-}
some?? Only according to my recollect.

What I know will be most, most interesting will be the accumulation of your materials

pertaining to the 32™
and our Captain!!!
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Dining in the Pacific with Captain Bottcher
Matthew C. White

On a trip to Australia in 1943, Eleanor Roosevelt said that she wanted to meet Capt,

Herman Bottcher of the 32d Infantry Division. Mrs, Roosevelt finally found him eating .\Q

ice cream at the Red Cross Club ;mg@. Meeting Capt. Bottcher, Eleanor said, “was
one of the highlights of her trip.”" Like many other soldiers, food preoccupied Herman

Bottcher. Unlike most other U.S. soldiers during World War Two though, Bottcher was
an anti-fascist leflist refugee from Germany who had fought in the Abraham Lincoln
Battalion in the Spanish Civil War.

A short biography of Bottcher is probably in order: Bottcher was born in 1909 in
Landsburg, Germany. In 1924 he joined the Young Communists and in 1925 and 1927
he was arrested and spent six months in jail for “demonstrating.” Not surprisingly,
Bottcher wanted to get out of Germany, emigrating to Australia for a time and later to
San Francisco where his Uncle lived. Bottcher was a member of the Carpenters Union
and attending College when he left for Spain. Wounded twice in Spain, he was promoted
to Commissar of the Transmissions Company. In Spain Bottcher was wounded twice,
commended for bravery on three occasions and promoted to Major. His repatriation file
contains a paper evaluating his talents and strengths for future work in the U.S.
Communist Party. Noting he was a “good worker” and “sound” politically, it stated
ironically he “is not able to give leadership to others.” 2

The circumstances of Herman Bottcher's going to Spain are clouded by the fact that some
recall him being a member of the so—called Debs Column, named after American Union
and Socialist Party leader Bugene V. Debs. The Debs Column was advertised by the
Socialist Party of America as an alternative to those who did not want to join the
Communist—organized Lincoln Battalion. Lincoln Battalion vetcran, WWII B-26
Engineer and TASS (the Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union) employee Harry Fisher
remembered Boticher as “not liking Stalin. ..but he did admire the works of Lenjy ™ *
Because Bottcher never became an American citizen before he left for Spain the
American government nearly denied him entry when he returned. Luckily, immigration
officials at Ellis Island did not believe that Boftcher was a threat to national sceurity and
allowed him to remain.”’ With the coming of WWIL, Bottcher joined the U.S. Amay and
ended up in the 32d Division. The 32d Division made an epic march over the Owen
Stanley Mountains to link up with Australian forces before the attack on Buna m Papua
New Guinea. While rations for the 32d division typically consisted of spam, Vienna
sausages, chocolate “D” rations, hardtack that, “when soaked in coffee. . -would blow up
like a balloon,” Australian-made “bully beef” — tinned beef consisting of “congealed fat
with bits of ancient stcer mixed in” — and occasionally, canned fruit.® In total contrast to
the rations he received in Buna and Spain (i.e., olive—oil fried garbanzo beans, occasional
horse or mule meat, oranges and wine), Boticher noted the celebratory feast that the
locals prepared for the 32d division after their grueling trek. “The natives gathered
coconuts, green bananas, squash, taro roots, Sugar canc, paws- paws, limes... We had an
orgy of eating and they stayed up all night, dancing and beating on the tom-toms.. **’
On Buna, after every officer in his platoon was killed in a frontal assault on S December
1942, Bottcher took twelve men, and according to author Eric Bergerud, “wisely
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neglected [participating in the frontal assault and instead] probed for a line through
Japanese positions... the platoon broke through to the beach and set up a position.
Japanese countcrattacks failed, and Buna village, a good portion of the Japanese position
in the south, was isolated,”® This action linked Buna beach with Buna village. It was
estimated thal his defense of what became known as “Bottcher’s Corner” killed 121
Japanese soldiers and enabled the Allied forces to take Buna.® The exploit won Bottcher

ign 1o the all-too—familiar field £ e of K—rations, bully beef C— 7
rations, etc. Bottcher noted that the food Was now receiving w. ‘:gmid_mgnjy —_
good... We hardly ever get bully beef, only twice a week C-ration[s]. The remaining

position so his men could advance, !

While garticipating in the Aitape-Wewak campaign in New Guinea as the newly installed
Captain of the 32 Division’s Recon Troop, Bottcher happily compared the quality of the
Monthatcmpg@ th ar field far ons, y 2 C

meals consist of various canned or dehydrated vegetables, spam, hot dogs and twice~
; weekly fresh meat, (frozen of course), Yesterday we had delicious fresh tomatoes.. .”'2\’2 ,
,)' The 32d division was ill-prepared for jungle warfare before New Guinea, but, as

Bottcher noted, “with time we learn more and more about the jungle; whereas it was a
formidable obstacle and a horrifying place for us last year, it has now become z friendly
place with a beauty and charm all its own,.”"? Captain Bottcher became so accustomed to
life in the junglc that during his next campaign on Leyte in the Phillipines, his recon
company spent months behind enemy lines, “liv[ing] mostly off the land, killing pame for
meat and getting vegetables and tuba (fermented coconut milk) from the natives ™4

Bottcher’s men apparcntly only took, “salt, sugar and tea from supply depots.”"

letter to the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade (the veterans organization of the
American veterans of the International Brigades) Boticher wrote, “the hardest battle for
us will be to win the peace, to overcome discrimination, injustice, poverty, [and]
insecurity,”'®
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